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Police  Officer  David  Falk  Continues  Campaign 


Seattle  Anti-Gay  Leader  Shoots  Person 


By  Jim  Marko 

SEATTLE  —  Police  officer  David 
Falk,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  to  repeal  the  gay  rights  ordinan¬ 
ces  already  in  effect  in  this  city,  is  the 
subject  of  an  investigation  after  the 
shooting  death  of  a  black  youth  on 
Aug.  19. 

The  black  community  in  Seattle  has 
demanded  that  Falk  be  suspended 
from  duty.  The  community  and  the 
family  of  John  Rodney,  the  man 
killed,  have  also  demanded  a  with¬ 
drawal  of  a  statement  by  Seattle  Police 
Chief  Vanden  Wyer  that  the  killing  was 
“justified.” 

Hundreds  of  black  and  gay  Seattle 
residents  marched  on  police  headquar¬ 
ters  to  protest  the  killing  of  the  un¬ 
armed  Rodney.  After  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  Falk  was  transferred  out  of  the 
city’s  predominately  black  community 
by  Mayor  Charles  Royer. 

Falk’s  History 

John  Rodney  was  shot  by  Officer 
Falk,  according  to  Rodney’s  mother, 
while  he  was  out  for  a  walk.  Police  re¬ 


ported  that  Rodney  was  a  “suspect” 
who  had  been  “prowling”  around 
Seattle’s  Rainier  District. 

The  transfer  of  Falk  after  the  Rod¬ 
ney  shooting  was  not  the  first  such  ac¬ 
tion  against  the  officer,  a  14  year  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  John  Birch  Society.  Falk, 
who  is  described  by  fellow  officers  as  a 
“real  tough”  on  the  streets,  was  trans¬ 
ferred  several  times.  According  to  the 
newspaper  of  Seattle’s  black  communi¬ 
ty,  The  Facts,  Officer  Falk  was  trans¬ 
ferred  because  of  his  “brutal  ways”  in 
dealing  with  incidents  in  the  “U”  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Seattle. 

The  legend  “Off  Falk”  reportedly 
appeared  in  a  number  of  places  on  the 
campus  of  Seattle  University  during 
student  protests  there.  Falk  was 
charged  with  aggressive  use  of  force  by 
activists  at  that  time. 

Estes’  Troubles 

Meanwhile,  officer  David  Estes,  the 
other  leader  of  the  anti-gay  Save  Our 
Moral  Ethics  (SOME),  has  also  had 
trouble  in  his  work  as  a  police  officer. 
Estes  was  once  accused,  by  the  police 


chief,  of  using  illegal  supercharged  bul¬ 
lets.  He  was  ordered  suspended  for  30 
days  and  underwent  psychiatric  exam¬ 
inations. 

Both  Estes  and  Falk  are  outspoken 
in  their  anti-gay  and  anti-minority  feel¬ 
ings.  According  to  the  Bay  Area  Re¬ 
porter,  Falk  is  “proud”  of  his  work  on 
the  police  tactical  squad.  He  stated, 
“We  used  to  call  (the  squad)  the  queer 
detail  because  we  worked  on  queers, 
prostitution,  and  narcotics.  The  three 
are  inter-related.” 

Estes  has  said  that  he  has  worked  on 
cases  in  which  “there  were  attempts  to 
persuade  teenagers  to  become  homo¬ 
sexuals.” 

Falk  and  Estes  have  consistently  re¬ 
fused  to  debate  the  question  of  gay 
rights  in  Seattle.  “I  am  opposed  to 
public  debates  when  you’ve  got  the  up¬ 
per  hand,”  Falk  said. 

Only  the  Beginning 

Both  officers  have  stated  that  Initia¬ 
tive  13,  which  would  repeal  Seattle’s 
anti-discrimination  ordinances,  is 
“only  the  beginning.”  They  have  ex¬ 


pressed  their  desire  to  strike  down  the 
city  ordinances  which  prohibit  discrim¬ 
ination  against  all  minorities. 

According  to  Estes  in  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  “The  majority  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  and  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  is  supporting  us.”  He  added, 
“Humanism  has  crept  into  the  church¬ 
es.  We  are  fighting  to  get  this  back  out 
of  the  churches.” 

“There  has  to  be  absolute  moral  val¬ 
ues  and  that  means  accepting  explana¬ 
tions  in  the  Bible.  We  must  fight 
against  homosexuality,  suicide, 
euthanasia,  and  abortion,”  Estes  said. 

Working  against  Estes/Falk 

The  major  organization  standing 
against  the  anti-gay  Estes/Falk  cam¬ 
paign  in  Seattle  recently  kicked  off  its 
efforts  against  Proposition  13.  Citizens 
to  Retain  Fair  Employment  has  already 
received  the  support  of  Mayor  Royer 
and  Rev.  Raymond  Hunthausen,  the 
Archbishop  of  the  Catholic  Diocese  in 
Seattle. 

The  organization  is  planning  a 
number  of  benefits  and  educational 
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Upsets,  Close  Races  Mark  Mass.  Primary 


By  David  Brill 

dodton  —  i  ne  Sept.  19  Massa¬ 
chusetts  primary  election  brought  gay 
voters  some  real  surprises  as  well  as 
wme  non-surprises. 

The  most  obvious  of  the  latter  was 
the  defeat  of  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  U.S.  Sen¬ 
ate.  Noble  placed  last  in  the  five-way 
race,  losing  to  U.S.  Rep.  Paul  E.  Tson¬ 
gas.  Massachusetts  Secretary  of  State 
Paul  Guzzi  finished  a  close  second  and 
Boston  School  Committee  member 
Kathleen  Sullivan  Alioto  placed  third. 
Former  Conservative  Caucus  director 
Howard  Phillips  —  for  whom  Anita 
Bryant  did  radio  and  television  com¬ 
mercials  —  came  in  fourth. 

Independent  polls  completed  only 
seven  weeks  ago  had  shown  Guzzi  to  be 
the  front-runner  in  the  race,  due 
largely  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the  top 
state-wide  votegetter  at  the  1974  state 
election.  However,  Guzzi  angered  his 
longtime  base  of  support  —  the  liberal 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party  —  by 
announcing  his  candidacy  long  after 
Tsongas  and  only  after  Sen.  Edward 
W.  Brooke’s  divorce-related  problems 
became  public. 

Tsongas,  a  former  Lowell  city  coun¬ 
cillor,  has  scored  100  percent  ratings 
from  the  Americans  for  Democratic 
Action  (ADA)  during  each  of  his  four 
years  in  Congress.  He  raised  more  than 
$302,000  —  more  than  any  of  his 
opponents  —  through  Sept.  4  for  his 
primary  campaign,  and  expects  to  raise 
that  same  amount  for  the  final  election 
as  well. 

Noble,  on  the  other  hand,  had  finan¬ 
cial  difficulties  from  the  start,  even 
though  she  was  the  first  of  the  five  can¬ 
didates  to  announce.  Reports  on  file 
with  the  Elections  Commission  disclose 
that  Noble  raised  less  than  $38,000 
through  Sept.  4,  not  appreciably  more 
than  the  $23,000  she  raised  for  state 
representative  two  years  ago.  Noble 
held  fundraising  events  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and  New 
York,  although  she  came  nowhere  near 


Edward  J.  King 

the  $300,000  she  stated  she  expected  to 
raise  for  the  campaign.  The  local  gay 
community  had  a  diversity  of  reactions 
to  the  Noble  campaign,  ranging  from 
enthusiasm  to  apathy  to  opposition  — 
a  significant  difference  from  her  ori¬ 
ginal  1974  campaign,  in  which  thou¬ 
sands  of  gay  women  and  men  worked 
tirelessly. 

The  final  tally  showed  Tsongas  with 
35%,  Guzzi  with  31%,  Alioto  with 
20%,  Phillips  with  8%,  and  Noble  with 
6%. 

At  her  campaign  headquarters  on 
election  night.  Noble  told  about  200 
supporters  present,  “Don’t  be  dis¬ 
heartened  .  .  .  We  brought  faith  to  the 
campaign.  We  brought,  honor,  decen¬ 
cy.  We  had  the  courage  to  fight  against 
the  odds.  .  .  .  We  must  endorse  the 
man  who  won  here  tonight  because  he 
is  an  honorable  man.  Your  love  brings 
me  comfort  tonight.  I  thank  you.” 

Noble  then  went  to  Great  Hall  at  the 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  where  Tsongas 
was  holding  his  victory  celebration. 
She  was  roundly  cheered  when  intro¬ 
duced  by  Tsongas. 

Tsongas  showed  broad  electoral 
strength,  carrying  the  smaller  cities  and 
towns  as  well  as  liberal  communities, 
while  Guzzi  carried  the  larger  cities. 
Tsongas  also  carried  the  Kenmore 


Elaine  Noble 

Square-Fenway  area  of  Boston  — 
Noble’s  own  representative  district  — 
although  Noble  did  place  a  strong 
second  there. 

The  hope  of  candidate  Phillips  that 
the  liberal  vote  would  be  split  and 
allow  him  to  win  was  also  dashed.  The 
former  Nixon  administration  official, 
who  recently  moved  back  to  Boston 
from  Washington,  raised  more  than 
$132,000  for  his  campaign  —  including 
$750  from  the  Coors  Political  Action 
Committee. 

On  the  Republican  side,  Sen.  Ed¬ 
ward  W.  Brooke  withstood  a  tough 
challenge  from  conservative  radio 
personality  Avi  Nelson,  edging  him  out 
by  a  margin  of  53-47  percent.  Nelson 
raised  $495,000  since  announcing  his 
candidacy,  with  the  assistance  of  right- 
wing  mailing  executive  Richard  Vigue- 
rie  of  Falls  Church,  Virginia,  who  has 
also  assisted  in  Anita  Bryant!s  “Pro¬ 
tect  America’s  Children”  campaign. 
Nelson  received  $1250  from  the  Coors 
Political  Action  Committee,  $500  from 
Joseph  Coors  himself,  and  $5000  from 
the  National  Conservative  Political 
Action  Committee. 

Both  party  nominees,  Brooke  and 
Tsongas,  have  agreed  to  sponsor  or  co¬ 
sponsor  a  Senate  version  of  the  Federal 
gay  rights  bill  if  elected  in  November. 


Paul  Tsongas 


[see  GCN,  Sept.  9,  1978] 

District  Attorney 

Suffolk  County  District  Attorney 
Garrett  H.  Byrne,  veteran  scourge  of 
civil  libertarians,  was  defeated  for  re- 
nomination  by  Newman  Flannagan, 
who  was  his  own  assistant  for  17  years. 
Boston  City  Councillor  Christopher  A. 
Iannella,  who  had  been  endorsed  by 
the  Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation, 
finished  third. 

It  was  Byrne’s  behavior  at  the  time 
of  the  announcement  of  the  so-called 
“Revere  sex-ring”  indictments  last 
December  which  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  Boston/Boise  Committee. 
Byrne’s  establishment  of  a  “hotline” 
to  telephone  in  anonymous  tips  about 
gay  men,  coupled  with  the  hysteria 
generated  by  the  105  entrapment 
arrests  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  in 
March,  inspired  Rev.  Edward  Hougen 
of  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  to  work  with  M.C.G.L.  on 
voter  registration  efforts. 

M.C.G.L.  registered  and  organized 
voters  as  had  never  been  done  before 
and,  in  a  sense,  they  achieved  their 
goal,  the  defeat  of  Garrett  Byrne.  The 
unofficial  vote  was  Flannagan-34,555; 
Byrne-24,322;  IannelIa-22,218;  and  an 
unknown,  Robert  Coviello,  2930. 

Continued  on  Page  9 
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NEWS  NOTES 

QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

"And  you  know,  when  I  was  in  the  military, 
every  ribbon  I  got  was  for  killing,  for  war.  The 
saying  is  that  I  was  awarded  in  the  military  for  kil¬ 
ling  two  men  and  discharged  for  loving  one.  I  say 
what  a  crazy,  mixed-up  world  we  live  in  when  peo¬ 
ple  are  rewarded  for  hating  and  punished  for  lov¬ 
ing"  —  Leonard  Matlovich  in  an  interview  in  the 
Anchorage  Daily  News,  Sept.  14. 

FENWAY  CARNIVAL 

BOSTON  —  Thousands  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  attended  the  second  annual  gay  carnival  at 
Roberto  Clemente  Field  on  the  Fenway  last  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon.  The  carnival  was  a  benefit  for  the 
Mass.  Adolescent  and  Family  Services,  Inc.,  a  pro¬ 
posed  service  program  for  gay  youth. 

The  highlight  of  the  afternoon  was  a  booth, 
sponsored  by  the  Regency  Health  Center,  at  which 
$1  would  purchase  a  large,  Grade  A  egg  to  throw 
at  popular  Boston  entertainer  Sylvia  Sidney.  Reps. 
Barney  Frank,  Elaine  Noble,  and  Mel  King  all  took 
their  swipes  at  Sylvia. 

GAY  VETS  HELP 

BOSTON  —  Gay  veterans  have  been  able  to  apply 
for  honorable  discharges  under  a  little-known  De¬ 
fense  Dept,  policy  that  has  been  in  effect  since 
March  (see  GCN,  Vol.  6,  No.  7). 

Veterans  looking  for  help  or  information  about 
the  policy  change  can  contact  the  Harvard  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Military  Justice,  303  Austin  Hal!  at  the  Har¬ 
vard  Law  School,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 

The  committee's  telephone  number  is  (617) 
492-4820.  Someone  is  at  the  phone  from  9  a.m.  to 
1  p.m.  The  committee  has  informed  GCN  that  vet¬ 
erans  with  experienced  counsel  have  an  80% 
chance  of  success. 

AFFIRMATION  MEETS 

DENVER,  CO  —  The  fall  meeting  of 
Affirmation,  United  Methodists  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  will  be  held  in  this  city  on  the 
weekend  of  Oct.  6,  7  and  8.  The  meeting  place  is 
the  Shalom  Community  at  1361  Detroit. 

The  opening  session  begins  on  Friday  with 
author  Ginny  Vida  as  the  keynote  speaker. 

Registrar  for  the  Denver  meeting  is  Ronda 
Carlson,  3014  Millmar  Drive,  Dallas,  TX  75228. 

Registration  cost  is  $10  for  the  three  day 
meeting  or  $2  for  Friday  only. 

GAY  RIGHTS  POLL  IN  ILLINOIS 

CHICAGO  —  A  recent  study  shows  that  58%  of 
those  questioned  answered  "no"  to  the  query 
"Should  the  rights  of  homosexuals  be  protected  by 
law?"  Only  42%  answered  "yes."  Twenty  four  per 
cent  of  the  10,000  Illinois  residents  surveyed  did  not 
have  any  opinion  on  the  matter. 

The  research  study,  called  "Illinois:  Today  and 
Tomorrow,"  showed  that  support  for  gay  rights  was 
greatest  in  the  city  of  Chicago  where  57%  favor 
laws  protecting  the  rights  of  gays.  In  contrast,  only 
27%  of  people  living  in  non-metropolitan  areas  of 
the  state  support  gay  rights. 

People  between  the  ages  of  25  and 
34  were  mosl  in  favor  of  gay  rights.  Only  29% 
of  those  over  65  years  of  age  supported  gay  rights 
laws. 

The  survey  was  jointly  sponsored  by  a  number 
of  institutions  and  research  groups  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Illinois  Champaign-Urbana  campus. 

STUDY  OF  VICTIMLESS  CRIMES 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Law  enforcement 
authorities  should  reconsider  whether  limited  re¬ 
sources  should  be  spent  on  the  prosecution  of  "vic¬ 
timless  crimes,”  according  to  a  study  financed  by 
the  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration 
and  released  last  week.  "Although  society  may 
want  to  demonstrate  its  disapproval  of  such  acts 
[the  study  included  consensual  sex  acts,  prosti¬ 
tution,  and  gambling],  the  enforcement  may  ac¬ 
complish  little  in  terms  of  deterring  people  from 
comitting  the  acts  or  preventing  other  crimes  that 
are  said  to  be  their  by-product  —  such  as  links 
between  gambling  and  organized  crime,"  the 
report  asserts. 

The  study  concluded  by  questioning  whether 
prevention  of  violent  crime,  such  as  robbery, 
associated  with  prostitution  is  significant  enough  to 
warrant  the  arrests.  A  better  enforcement 
strategy,  it  suggested,  might  be  confinement  of 
prostitution  to  specific  locations  or  high  fines  for 
those  arrested. 


STATUS  OF  CANADIAN  YOUTH 

MONTREAL  —  A  report  recently  released  by 
the  Quebec  Human  Rights  Commission  concluded 
that  the  legal  status  of  gay  youth  is  equal  to  that  of 
young  heterosexuals.  Following  the  refusal  by  the 
newspaper  La  Presse  to  print  an  advertisement 
from  JGM  —  Montreal  Gay  Youth,  the  group  re¬ 
quested  that  the  Commission  decide  if  the  amend¬ 
ment  adding  sexual  orientation  to  the  Human 
Rights  Charter  applies  to  persons  under  21  years  of 
age. 

A  three  page  document,  entitled  "Opinion  of 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  Regarding  Homo¬ 
sexuals  Under  21  Years  Old,"  was  presented.  The 
report  stated  that  "whatever  their  age,  homosex¬ 
uals  cannot  be  prohibited  access  to  public  places." 

The  Commission's  investigation  into  the 
complaint  from  the  gay  group  continues. 

HEARING  ON  NY  RIGHTS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  President  of  the  New  York 
City  Council  Carol  Bellamy  has  petitioned  the 
Council's  General  Welfare  Committee  to  hold  hear¬ 
ings  on  the  proposed  gay  rights  bill.  Bellamy  is  the 
chief  sponsor  of  the  legislation  and  said  she  took 
the  action  because  she  "thought  that  we  had 
waited  long  enough  to  get  the  bill  moving."  It  was 
introduced  in  April. 

Under  the  Council's  rules  a  committee  meeting 
must  be  held  within  60  days  after  such  a  petition  is 
submitted  and  a  hearing  must  be  held  within  30 
days  after  that  meeting. 

SEATTLE  GAY  CANDIDATE 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  The  City  Clerk  here,  who 
announced  his  homosexuality  to  a  local  newspaper 
in  1977,  has  announced  his  candidacy  for  City 
Council  in  a  district  seat  vacated  by  the  incumbent. 

Wayne  Angevine,  a  Democrat,  enters  the  race 
as  Seattle  discusses  the  fate  of  its  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  measures.  They  will  be  challenged  in 
the  November  elections  by  an  attempt  to  repeal  the 
ordinances. 

Angevine  stated  that  he  will  "play  down"  his 
homosexuality  during  the  campaign  and  concen¬ 
trate  on  issues  local  to  his  district.  The  City  Clerk 
added  that  his  candidacy  will  complement  rather 
than  conflict  with  the  campaign  against  the  anti¬ 
gay  Initiative  13  in  Seattle. 

ERA  ACTIVISTS  CHARGED 

RICHMOND,  VA  —  Two  women  activists  said 
they  will  appeal  convictions  stemming  from  the  day 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  was  defeated  last 
February  in  this  state's  General  Assembly. 

Richmond  General  District  Judge  Robert  Duling 
found  Marianne  Fowler  guilty  of  trespassing  and 
assault  and  Jean  M.  Clarke  guilty  of  trespassing. 
Both  are  registered  lobbyists  for  the  pro-ERA  coali¬ 
tion  in  Virginia. 

Fowler  was  fined  $150  and  given  a  45-day 
suspended  sentence.  Clarke,  an  attorney,  was 
fined  $100  and  given  a  30-day  suspended  sentence. 

ERA:  THE  FINAL  DRIVE 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  has  commissioned  a  special  Equal 
Rights  Medallion  in  pewter.  Every  contributor  of 
$25  or  more  to  the  organization,  in  a  newly  begun 
ERA  appeal,  will  receive  the  NOW  ERA  Medallion. 

The  organization  has  launched  its  "final  victory 
drive  to  ratify  the  ERA"  and  is  calling  on  people  to 
join  NOW,  write  their  Senators  and  ask  them  to 
support  the  legislation  which  would  extend  the 
deadline  for  ratification  of  the  ERA  and  to  urge 
friends  to  do  the  same. 

In  its  latest  appeal,  NOW  states  that  "Women 
have  waited  too  long  to  be  included  in  our  Con¬ 
stitution.  This  may  be  our  last  chance  to  prevent  the 
opportunity  from  once  again  slipping  away." 

Memberships  should  be  sent  to  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  425  13th  St.,  NW  #1048, 
Washington,  DC  20004. 

BODY  POLITIC  BANNED 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA  —  A  prisoner  who  has 
been  receiving  the  Canadian  newspaper  The  Body 
Politic  was  refused  further  access  to  it.  Frank  Black¬ 
burn,  warden  of  the  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary, 
informed  the  paper's  legal  representatives  that  he 
had  personally  reviewed  the  newspaper  and  felt 
that  "it  would  not  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  in¬ 
mate  or  the  institution  to  allow  its  delivery."  The 
warden  recommended  that  the  paper  "refrain  from 
sending  this  particular  publication  to  inmates  at  the 
penitentiary." 

The  National  Gay  Task  Force,  and  GCN,  are 
presently  engaged  in  a  lawsuit  against  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Prisons  for  the  continued  banning  of  gay 
publications  from  some  correctional  institutions. 


EDUCATIONAL  SWITCHBOARD 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Gay  National  Educa¬ 
tional  Switchboard  has  announced  the  formation  of 
a  Professional  Advisory  Board.  Membeis  of  the 
board  will  serve  as  consultants  and  will  be  evaluat¬ 
ing  the  statistical  information  collected  and  the  ser¬ 
vices  being  provided  by  the  Gay  National  Educa¬ 
tional  Switchboard. 

Initial  members  of  the  board  include  Alan  P. 
Bell,  co-author  of  Homosexualities;  Evelyn  Hooker, 
a  pioneer  in  the  earliest  studies  on  the  mental 
health  of  gay  males;  Prof.  Richard  Green;  Prof. 
Judd  Marmor,  author  of  Man  and  Woman,  Boy  and 
Girl;  Phyllis  Lyon,  co-author  of  Lesbian/Woman; 
and  Verne  Bullough,  author  of  Sexual  Variance  in 
Society  and  History. 

TEACHERS'  GAY  RIGHTS 

ALLSTON,  MA  —  The  Gay  Rights  Caucus  of  the 
Massachusetts  Teachers  Association  was  formed  at 
an  organizational  meeting  held  in  Central  Massa¬ 
chusetts  last  month.  All  MTA  members  who  support 
the  rights  of  gay  people  in  education  are  invited  to 
participate  in  the  Caucus.  Presently  less  than  half 
of  the  Caucus  is  gay. 

The  Caucus  will  operate  through  non-hierar- 
chical  decision  making  by  all  participating  mem¬ 
bers.  There  will  be  one  or  two  spokespersons  cho¬ 
sen  by  consensus  and  to  serve  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Caucus. 

The  Caucus  will  act  as  a  support  and  informa¬ 
tion  group  for  gay  faculty  members  and  will  work 
toward  adopting  gay  rights  resolutions  at  the  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  of  Delegates  of  the  Mass.  Teachers 
Association. 

People  interested  in  participating  in  the  Gay 
Rights  Caucus  should  contact  Bruce  Bell,  1384  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.,  Apt.  27,  Allston,  MA  02134,  or 
Tom  Hutchinson,  Box  37,  New  Salem,  MA  01355. 

LESBIAN  FICTION  CONTEST 

TORONTO  —  The  Body  Politic,  Canada's  gay 
news  journal,  has  announced  the  sponsorship  of 
the  first  fiction  contest  in  Canada  for  lesbians. 
Judges  for  the  contest  are  two  of  the  country's  best 
known  writers,  Jane  Rule  and  Marie-Claire  Blais. 

The  first  prize  in  the  contest  is  $400  and  publi¬ 
cation  in  The  Body  Politic.  - 

The  Great  Canadian  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest 
will  be  for  short  fiction  by  lesbians  with  lesbian¬ 
relevant  themes.  Entrants  must  be  citizens  or  resi¬ 
dents  of  Canada.  Manuscripts  should  be  between 
2500  and  3000  words,  typewritten  and  double¬ 
spaced  on8'/2xll  paper. 

Deadline  for  submissions  is  Jan.  2,  1979.  Two 
copies  of  each  story  must  be  submitted  over  the 
author's  real  name,  but  the  winning  stories  may  be 
published  over  pseudonyms,  if  necessary. 

Entries  should  be  mailed  to  The  Great  Cana¬ 
dian  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest,  c/o  The  Body  Politic, 
Box  7289,  Stn.  A,  Toronto,  Ont.  M5W  1X9. 

WEEK  OF  FAMILY  DIALOGUE 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  As  part  of  a  national  educa¬ 
tional  campaign,  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  has 
scheduled  a  "Week  of  Dialogue  with  American  Par¬ 
ents  and  Families"  for  this  October  22-28.  The  aim 
is  to  encourage  focused  personal  dialogue  and  edu¬ 
cational  efforts  to  engender  greater  communica¬ 
tion  and  understanding  between  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  parents  and  families. 

NGTF  says  the  nationwide  focus  on  relations 
between  gay  people  and  their  families  "will  be  a 
powerful  consciousness-raising  tool  and  will  both 
assist  individual  lesbians  and  gay*  men  in  coming 
out  to  or  getting  along  with  their  families.  .  .  ." 

For  further  information  about  how  you  or  your 
organization  can  become  involved  in  the  week, 
contact  Bill  Doubleday  or  J.  E.  Myers  at  NGTF  (212) 
741-5800. 

BISHOP  ATTACKS  BRYANT 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  The  Bishop  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  C.  Kilmer  Myers,  attacked  Anita  Bryant  in 
his  sermon  Sunday,  August  27.  Bishop  Myers, 
preaching  in  the  prestigious  Grace  Cathedral, 
called  Bryant  "a  self-appointed,  fundamentalist, 
evangelist." 

Bishop  Myers  decried  the  "Hitler  program  of 
extermination"  which  "began  with  homosexuals." 

Because  of  his  "understanding"  of  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Jesus,  the  Bishop  said  he  was  compelled  to 
oppose  any  law  or  any  initiative  which  dehuman¬ 
izes  mankind  or  men  or  women,  or  imperils  their 
responsible  freedom. 

Myers  also  criticized  Proposition  6,  the  initia¬ 
tive  filed  by  California  State  Sen.  John  Briggs, 
which  calls  for  the  firing  of  all  gay  school  workers. 
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Activities  Conducted  by  Former  Chief  Davis 

Suit  Filed  Against  LA  Police  Surveillance  Acts 


LOS  ANGELES  —  A  major  and  ex¬ 
tensive  lawsuit  is  being  filed  against  the 
Los  Angeles  Police  Department  for  al¬ 
legedly  spying  on  numerous  political 
and  religious  organizations  during  the 
early  1970s.  The  Department  was 
under  Chief  Edward  Davis  at  the  time. 
Davis  was  a  recent  unsuccessful 
candidate  for  governor  in  California. 

The  suit  is  being  brought  up  by  a 
group  called  the  Citizens  Commission 
on  Police  Repression,  with  supporting 
briefs  planned  by  a  number  of  gay 
and  women’s  organizations. 

Gay  Groups  Under  Surveillance 

A  recently  published  list  from  the 
LAPD’s  Public  Disorder  and  Intelli¬ 
gence  Division  showed  that  some  300 
organizations  were  placed  under  sur¬ 
veillance  from  1971  to,  at  least,  1975. 
The  list  included  three  gay  organiza¬ 
tions,  the  Gay  Liberation  Front,  the 
Gay  Community  Alliance  and  the  Gay 
Community  Services  Center. 


The  gay  organizations  may  appear  as 
plaintiffs  in  the  lawsuit  along  with 
other  groups,  including  the  Los  Ange¬ 
les  Chapter  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women,  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference  and 
the  First  Unitarian  Church. 

‘No  Surprise’ 

Dick  Higson,  the  executive  director 
of  the  Gay  Community  Services  Cen¬ 
ter,  was  not  surprised  that  his  center 
appeared  on  the  police  surveillance  list. 
“After  the  abuses  of  Watergate,  and 
such,  this  is  no  surprise,”  he  said. 

“The  Los  Angeles  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  under  [former  Chief  Edward] 
Davis  had  a  rather  hostile  attitude  and 
hostile  policies  toward  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity.  Although  the  police  have  still  not 
officially  confirmed  or  denied  that  the 
list  on  which  we  appeared  was  a  sur¬ 
veillance  list,  they  apparently  did 
watch  over  us  for  some  time,”  Higson 
told  GCN. 


■  Former  LAPD  Chief  Edward  Davis 
The  New  Chief 

Higson  said  that  there  are  now  some 
signs  of  moderation  in  the  police  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  gay  community,  since 


the  appointment  of  Police  Chief  Daryl 
Gates.  “His  attitudes  are  still  being 
watched,”  Higson  cautioned,  “we  just 
don’t  have  much  of  a  track  record  on 
him  yet.” 

“Chief  Davis  was  so  bad,  it  could 
hardly  be  any  worse.  His  anti-gay  out¬ 
spokenness  caused  psychological 
damage  to  gays  in  this  city  .  .  .  there 
was  very,  very  negative  energy,”  Hig¬ 
son  said. 

The  Suit 

Although  Higson  stated  that  the 
Center  may  not  become  involved  in  the 
suit,  he  applauded  the  action.  The 
plaintiffs  will  challenge  the  LAPD’s 
right  to  spy  on  political  and  religious 
organizations.  It  will  also  seek  punitive 
damages  for  each  organization  named 
in  the  suit. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
Gay  Rights  Chapter  in  Los  Angeles  will 
assist  in  the  case  which  will  be  officially 
filed  by  the  end  of  the  month. 


Study  Issued  on  Gay  Male  Inmates  in  North  Carolina  Prison 


By  Cindy  Stein 

RALEIGH,  NC  —  A  recent  study  by 
James  H.  Panton,  Ph.D.,  of  the  Re¬ 
search  and  Evaluation  Division  of  the 
North  Carolina  Department  of  Correc¬ 
tion,  concluded  that  the  gay  male 
population  of  the  state  prison  at  North 
Piedmont,  N.C.,  showed  a  significant¬ 
ly  higher  score  on  scales  measuring 
social  alienation,  stress,  frustration 
and  the  likelihood  to  act  out  frustra¬ 
tion,  than  did  a  randomly  selected  con¬ 
trol  group  of  inmates. 

The  report,  entitled  “Characteristics 

Associated  With  Male  Homosexuality 

Within  A  State  Correctional  Popula¬ 
tion,”  appeared  in  the  1978  Winter 
edition  of  the  periodical  Correction 
Magazine. 

Forty  men  with  a  “known  history  of 


overt  homosexuality”  before  their 
incarceration  were  selected  on  the  basis 
of  an  examination  of  files  contained 
within  the  penal  institution.  One  hun¬ 
dred  fifty-eight  men  were  randomly 
selected  as  a  control  comparison 
group.  The  two  inmate  groups  were 
'compared  on  several  variables  with  the 
following  major  results: 

— there  were  no  significant  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  groups  with  respect 
to  age,  IQ,  education  and  educational 
achievement. 

— gay  men  tended  to  be  serving  sen¬ 
tences  for  robbery-burglary 

convictions  and  for  “perverse  sex 
crimes”  as  defined  by  the  state  laws. 
None  of  the  gay  men  were  imprisoned 
for  drug  or  alcohol  abuse. 

— a  higher  percentage  of  gay  men 


were  in  the  Medium  Custody  facility  as 
opposed  to  the  Minimum  Custody  fa¬ 
cility. 

— a  significantly  higher  percentage 
of  gay  men  had  committed  rule  infrac¬ 
tions  and  escape  attempts  while  in 
prison. 

— gay  men  were  less  likely  to  be  in- . 
volved  in  community  based  inmate 
programs  and  were  less  likely  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  any  inmate  programs  all 
together. 

A  second  part  of  the  study  involved 
the  same  group  of  gay  inmates  com¬ 
pared  with  the  statewide  prison  popu¬ 
lation  with  respect  to  scores  on  the 
various  scales  contained  within  the 
Minnesota  Multiphasic  Personality  In¬ 
ventory  (MMPI)  and  the  Sex  Inventory 


(SI)  of  the  MMPI.  The  results  of  these 
tests  indicated  that  while  gay  inmates 
scored  higher  on  scales  dealing  with 
sexual  identification,  they  tended  to 
show  a  higher  measure  of  social,  but 
not  psychological,  dysfunction  and 
social  alienation  than  did  their  straight 
counterparts. 

Panton  concluded  that  while  gays 
continue  homosexual  activity  within 
prison,  these  encounters  are  consensual 
rather  than  assaultive.  He  warned  that 
the  high  score  of  frustration  and  social 
alienation,  joined  together  with  the 
actual  differences  in  the  rates  of  rule 
infractions  and  attempted  escapes,  pre¬ 
sent  a  problem  of  great  concern  for  the 
administrators  of  correctional  facili¬ 
ties. 


Crimes  Against  Gay  Men  Continue  in  Boston’s  Back  Bay  Section 


BOSTON  —  Crimes  against  gay 
men  continued  last  week  in  Boston’s 
Back  Bay  section,  and  police  records 
indicate  a  number  of  arrests  have  been 
made.  The  largest  number  of  reported 
assaults  and  robberies  continued  in  the 
Fenways  Victory  Gardens.  Boston  po¬ 
lice  have  maintained  24-hour  surveil¬ 
lance  of  the  gay  male  cruising  area  by 
plainclothes  and  uniformed  officers 
(see  GCN,  last  week),  and  have  arrest¬ 
ed  several  gangs  of  men  suspected  of 
being  involved  with  as  many  as  ten 
armed  robberies  in  one  night. 

Late  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  16,  a 
30-year-old  Boston  gay  man  awaiting 
entrance  to  a  gay  discotheque  in 
Copley  Square  was  assaulted  by  about 
15  young  men  with  beer  bottles.  Police 
officers  in  a  passing  cruiser  witnessed 
the  incident,  and  immediately  arrested 
James  Hasson,  18,  of  South  Boston, 


and  Thomas  Healy,  21,  of  Braintree, 
for  assault  and  battery  with  a 
dangerous  weapon.  The  other  men  es¬ 
caped. 

Later  that  evening,  at  approximately 
4:20  a.m.,  two  gay  men  were  walking 
in  the  vicinity  of  two  gay  bars  at  Exeter 
and  Blagden  Streets,  when  four  young 
men  in  a  green  car  asked  them  for  di¬ 
rections  to  the  Combat  Zone.  After 
being  given  directions,  one  of  the  four 
allegedly  shouted,  “How  about  if  we 
beat  your  ass,  you  queers!”  The  four 
then  lunged  at  the  gay  men,  kicking 
and  punching  them,  and  robbing  one 
of  them  of  $15  in  cash.  The  four  fled 
toward  downtown. 

A  sergeant  in  a  passing  cruiser  obser¬ 
ved  the  victims  lying  on  Exeter  St. 
bleeding  and  obtained  a  description  of 
the  suspects’  car.  The  victims  were 
placed  in  a  police  car  and  brought  to 


the  area  of  Tremont  St.  There  they 
observed  the  assailants,  who  were  ap¬ 
prehended. 

Arrested  for  unarmed  robbery  and 
assault  and  battery  with  a  dangerous 
weapon  (shod  foot)  were  Paul  Cipperly 
17,  Michael  Reilly,  19,  David  Marotta, 
20,  and  Michael  Northcott,  20,  all  of 
Revere. 

Finally,  two  arrests  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  rape  and  armed 
robbery  of  a  19- year-old  Boston  gay 
man  on  Sept.  14.  At  about  12:30  a.m., 
police  received  a  report  of  a  disturb¬ 
ance  in  an  alley  behind  845  Boylston 
St.,  Back  Bay.  Upon  arriving,  they  saw 
a  young  man  dressed  only  in  under¬ 
shorts  who  reported  that,  while  hitch¬ 
hiking  at  the  corner  of  Berkley  St.  and 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  he  was  picked 
up  by  two  men  in  a  car  with  a  Washing¬ 


ton  registration.  He  said  that  one  of 
the  men  was  in  the  back  seat. 

When  he  got  in  the  front  seat,  the 
man  in  back  allegedly  began  to  punch 
him  in  the  face.  He  was  driven  around 
the  South  End  and  Back  Bay  areas, 
until  reaching  the  Boylston  St.  alley, 
where  he  was  forced,  at  knifepoint,  to 
disrobe  and  to  submit  to  oral  sex,  and 
also  robbed  of  $30  cash  and  jewelry. 

As  the  suspects’  vehicle  was  still  in 
the  alley,  police  gave  chase  and  appre¬ 
hended  Brian  Walsh,  26,  of  Jamaica 
Plain,  and  Stephen  Ashton,  age  un¬ 
known,  of  Quincy.  Each  was  charged 
with  kidnapping,  armed  robbery,  and 
rape.  According  to  police,  the  incident 
closely  resembles  a  similar  one  which 
also  began  on  “The  Block”  the  pre¬ 
vious  week.  Detectives  suspect  both  in¬ 
cidents  are  related. 


Polls  Show  California  Voters  Divided  on  Anti-Gay  Proposition  6 


LOS  ANGELES  —  The  public  opin¬ 
ion  polls  in  California  show  that  voters 
are  in  favor  of  the  anti-gay  school 
worker  Proposition  6.  Polls  by  Mervin 
Field  Associates,  the  Los  Angeles 
Times,  and  the  Concerned  Voters  of 
California  (CVC)  reveal  that  the  so- 
called  Briggs  Initiative  could  pass  in 
the  state. 

Field’s  California  Poll  shows  that 
61%  of  those  questioned  would  vote 
for  Propostion  6,  while  31%  would 
vote  against  it.  Eight  percent  of  the 
1049  adults  polled  by  Field  were  un¬ 
decided. 

The  Field  question  asked  of  the 
registered  voters  did  not  use  the  word 
“homosexual;”  it  does  appear  on  the 


ballot  in  November.  The  Field  poll 
said,  “Prop.  6  would  specifically  pro¬ 
hibit  hiring  and  requires  dismissal  of 
teachers  and  other  school  employees 
for  soliciting,  encouraging,  or  promo¬ 
ting  private  or  public  sexual  acts  be¬ 
tween  persons  of  the  same  sex  in  a 
manner  likely  to  come  to  the  attention 
of  other  employees  or  students,  or  who 
engage  in  such  acts  publicly  or  indis¬ 
creetly.  How  would  you  vote  today  on 
this  issue?” 

According  to  the  Times  poll,  which 
was  conducted  by  Public  Response  As¬ 
sociates,  49%  are  in  favor  of  the  anti¬ 
gay  proposal,  while  41%  oppose  it. 
The  others  questioned  remained  un¬ 
decided. 


The  Times  survey  also  showed  that 
the  question  is  divided  sharply  along 
political  lines.  Governor  Jerry  Brown 
has  announced  his  opposition  to  the 
measure  and  his  supporters  oppose  the 
proposition  57%  to  35%. 

California  Attorney  General  Evelle 
Younger,  Brown’s  opponent  in  the  up¬ 
coming  election,  stated  earlier  this  year 
that  he  “did  not  think”  the  initiative 
question  was  necessary.  Supporters  of 
Younger  favored  Proposition  6,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Times  poll,  by  54%  to 
35%. 

The  survey  taken  by  the  Concerned 
Voters  of  California  was  also 
conducted  by  Public  Response  Asso¬ 
ciates.  It  found  that  50%  of  the  res¬ 


pondents  opposed  the  measure  and 
46%  favored  it. 

The  CVC  commissioned  poll  found 
that  urban  populations  tended  to  vote 
against  the  antigay  proposition,  while 
rural  populations  tended  to  favor  it. 
Support  for  State  Senator  John  Briggs, 
CVC  found,  comes  from  political 
conservatives,  people  over  40,  men, 
Protestants,  those  with  a  high  school 
education,  and  those  who  did  not 
know  any  gay  people. 

The  poll  found  that  those  opposed  to 
Proposition  6  were  political  “liberals,” 
those  under  40,  women,  those  with 
some  college  education,  and  those  who 
knew  at  least  one  gay  person. 
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GCN  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  on  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston.  MA  02108. 


a  nightmare 


To  the  Editor  of  (jCN  and  to  our  Sisters  and 
Brothers  in  the  Gay  Community  of  Boston: 

If  Dignity/Boston  had  deliberately  sat  down 
and  dreamed  up  a  nightmare  for  itself,  it  could¬ 
n’t  have  done  better  than  last  week. 

First,  Anita  Bryant  announces  she  is  coming  to 
town.  But  is  she  going  to  confine  herself  to  her 
favorite  topic  of  conversation,  the  evils  of  being 
Gay?  Oh,  no.  This  time  she’s  going  to  add  a  pro- 
Life,  anti-abortion  platform  to  her  stand. 

Next,  the  Gay  Community  comes  together  to 
decide  what  to  do  or  what  not  to  do.  Several  de¬ 
cisions  are  voted  on,  among  them  to  protest  the 
views  of  Anita  on  Gays  and  to  support  a 
Woman’s  Right  to  Choose. 

Finally,  Dignity/Boston  decides  not  to  offici¬ 
ally  be  represented  at  the  Gay  Rally  (although 
many  of  the  chapter’s  members  are  indeed  pres¬ 
ent)  because,  as  if  we  have  to  tell  anyone  this,  we 
are  Catholic  as  well  as  Gay. 

By  not  attending  the  rally,  Dignity/Boston 
chose  to  abstain  from  an  official  position  sup¬ 
porting  abortion.  Our  Chapter  is  a  diverse  com¬ 
munity  and  our  opinions  differ  on  the  issue  of 
abortion,  as  well  as  other  issues.  But  whatever 
our  private  views  on  the  matter,  for  some  of  our 
members  the  question  of  abortion  is  non-nego- 
tiable.  Dignity/Boston  could  not  and  did  not  sell 
those  people  down  the  river. 

By  abstaining,  Dignity/Boston  also  decided 
not  to  legislate  its  morality,-  to  leave,  as  always, 
each  of  its  members  free  to  follow  his  or  her 
private  conscience,  and  not  to  put  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  sisters  and  brothers  who  feel  differ¬ 
ently  than  we  do. 

So  why  all  this  commotion  about  a  divided 
Gay  Community? 

In  our  opinion,  we  are  a  diverse  community, 
not  divided.  We  believe  we  have  always  been  di¬ 
verse  and  that,  apparently,  some  of  our  Gay 
s'sters  and  brothers  just  got  around  to  noticing 
that  fact. 

Because  we  have  differences  of  opinion  does 
not  mean  that  we  are  not  loyal  to  Gay  women 
and  men  or  to  women  and  men  of  good  faith 
whoever  and  wherever  they  are. 

But  we  believe  that  it  would  have  been  hypo¬ 
critical  for  Dignity/Boston  to  vote  away  its 
members’  individual  consciences  for  the  sake  of 
a  cry  for  the  appearance  of  unity  —  when  that 
unity  would  be,  at  best,  cosmetic  and,  at  worse, 
dishonest. 

So  what  began  as  a  nightmare  may  have  ended 
up  as  a  blessing.  We  at  least  have  a  better  notion 
of  ourselves  this  week  than  last.  And  if  members 
of  the  Gay  Community  still  insist  they  do  not 
understand  why  we  were  not  present  at  the  Rally, 
all  we  can  reply  is  that  we  would  have  been  there, 
officially  present,  if  we  had  not  been  asked  to 
vote  against  members  of  our  own  family. 

The  Executive  Board  and  The  Membership  of 
DIGNITY/Boston 

extra,  extra 

To  the  Editor: 

Even  in  his  “apology”  for  Esplanade’ s  han¬ 
dling  of  the  Sept.  1  Coalition’s  anti-Anita  dem¬ 
onstration,  Stephen  Trinward  succeeds  in  dis¬ 
torting  the  facts. 

“I  condemn,”  he  says,  “the  one-sided  han¬ 
dling  by  GCN  just  as  much  as  1  do  my  own  ef¬ 
forts,”  and  goes  on  to  imply  that  there  was  a  de¬ 
liberate  effort  by  GCN  to  keep  any  hint  of  the 
existence  of  significant  opposition  to  the  demon¬ 
stration  out  of  its  Extra.  1  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Extra,  and  was  not  deeply  involved  with  the 
planning  of  the  rally,  but  I  can  clearly  see  that 
GCN  not  only  had  no  reason  to  think  there  was 
such  opposition,  but  also  had  good  reason  to 
think  there  wasn’t. 

Though  there  was  intense  debate  at  the  Aug. 
24  meeting  —  duly  noted  in  the  Extra  —  there 
was  no  indication  of  widespread  opposition  to 
the  decisions  after  they  were  made.  Out  of  200 
people,  about  half  a  dozen  walked  out  over  the 
vote  to  support  a  woman’s  legal  right  to  choose 
abortion.  That  was  the  onfy  indication  that  any¬ 
one  would  oppose  the  Coalition’s  decisions  after 
they  were  made.  In  particular,  Elaine  Noble  left 
without  modifying  her  earlier  statement  that  she 
would  support  the  group’s  decisions  (even 
though  she  herself  was  personally  against  a  dem¬ 
onstration  at  the  auditorium)  and  without 
withdrawing  her  offer  to  obtain  the  permits 
needed  for  our  plans.  Similarly  for  the  others 
present  who  later  came  out  against  the  Coali¬ 
tion’s  plans;  there  was  no  indication  of  their  deep 
dissatisfaction  at  the  Aug.  24  meeting. 

Nor  had  there  been  any  indication  of  it  by  the 
time  the  Extra  must  have  gone  to  press;  even 
when  it  came  back  from  the  printer,  vague  ru¬ 
mors  about  the  Coalition’s  opponents  were  just 
starting  to  circulate.  When  it  was  already  too  late 
to  do  anything  about  the  Extra,  Elaine’s  office 
was  giving  out  varying  statements  about  her  posi¬ 
tion  and  Jack  Rubin’s  allegations  about  the  Coa¬ 
lition  were  available  only  as  an  unsigned  xerox  of 


uncertain  origin.  Things  only  became  clear  later, 
after  Elaine’s  press  conference  (where  she  dared 
to  criticize  the  Coalition  for  not  getting  the  per¬ 
mits  she  was  supposed  to  get)  and  the  publication 
of  Esplanade  (containing,  among  much  else, 
Jack  Rubin’s  utterly  false  assertions  about  the 
supposedly  undemocratic  nature  of  the  meeting 
—  assertions  he  never  made  during  his  lengthy 
speeches  at  that  meeting,  perhaps  because  he 
knew  only  people  without  first-hand  knowledge 
of  it  could  ever  accept  them).  Maybe  there  wasn’t 
an  effort  by  the  Coalition’s  opponents  to  keep 
their  existence  a  secret  until  it  was  too  late  for 
their  misleading  asssertions  to  be  refuted  in  the 
GCN  Extra,  but  it  sure  looks  like  there  was. 

The  situation  when  Esplanade  went  to  press 
was  quite  different.  Their  own  coverage  demon¬ 
strates  that  they  knew  very  well  that  the  commu¬ 
nity  was  deeply  divided  and  failed  miserably  to 
get  both  sides  of  the  story;  Mr.  Trinward’s  letter 
confirms  this.  I’ll  let  the  reader  decide  whether 
GCN  deserves  to  be  condemned  as  much  as  Es¬ 
planade  or  even  to  be  condemned  at  all. 

Esplanade  gave  itself  away  when  it  said  that 
what  it  printed  showed  that  “  the  responsible 
leaders  of  the  gay  community”  were  “solidly 
against  the  march.”  With  the  exception  of  Brian 
McNaught,  and  the  possible  exceptions  of  a  few 
names  I  don’t  recognize,  those  listed  as  being 
against  the  demonstration  are  all  businessper¬ 
sons,  politicians,  or  straight  persons.  I  think  this 
makes  it  clear  what  makes  a  leader  “responsi¬ 
ble”  in  the  eyes  of  Esplanade.  We  always  knew 
that  the  Charlie  Shively’s  didn’t  qualify,  but  it’s 
and  eye-opener  to  discover  that  folks  like  Joe 
Martin  don’t  either. 

As  for  Mr.  Trinward’s  complaints  of  inade¬ 
quate  communications:  they  will  always  be  inad¬ 
equate  during  a  rapidly  changing  situation  in  our 
community.  We  don’t  have  a  radio  station  or  a 
daily  paper;  GCN  published  an  Extra  full  of 
phone  numbers  and  their  own  phone,  as  always, 
was  staffed  as  much  as  possible.  What  more 
could  the  pro-demonstration  forces  do?  Person¬ 
ally  call  everyone  in  the  community?  As  Mr. 
Trinward  says,  “communication  links  .  .  . 
should  always  remain  open,”  but  the  only  people 
who  tried  to  close  them  at  the  end  of  August  were 
the  anti-Coalition  forces.  I  fail  to  see  why  “res¬ 
ponsibility  must  be  shared  by  all  sides”;  I  think  it 
clearly  lies  with  those  who  kept  quiet  until  the 
GCN  Extra  was  out,  and  then  did  their  best  to 
confuse  the  issues  with  statements  that  were  at 
best  misleading,  and  at  worst,  outright  lies.  I 
hope  that  Mr.  Trinward  comes  to  see  that  he  has 
helped  spread  misinformation  not  only  in 
Esplanade  but  also  in  his  letter  of  apology. 

Yours  Truly, 

Loftin  E.  Elvey,  Jr. 

Boston 

P.S.  In  view  of  Elaine  Noble’s  performance, 
following,  as  it  does,  a  vote  for  Judge  Bonin’s 
removal  and  a  statement  of  support  for  the 
D.A.’s  anti-gay  hotline,  I  would  like  to  think 
that  she  is  listed  as  “endorsed  in  Gay  Legisla¬ 
tion’s  Voters’  Guide  only  because  of  an  early 
printing  deadline.  I,  for  one,  would  never  con¬ 
sider  voting  for  her  because  every  crisis  this  year 
has  seen  her  helping  our  enemies. 

a  mixed  review 

To  the  Editor, 

Now  that  Etherington  has  published  his  brittly 
clever  condemnation  of  the  Matlovich  TV  film, 
those  of  us  who  were  moved  by  it  are,  no  doubt, 
supposed  to  remain  in  the  closet,  but  l  am  going 
to  dare  to  come  out.  First,  however,  I  would  like 
to  express  appreciation  for  Etherington’s  nega¬ 
tive  insights,  as  illustrated  by: 

The  sanitizing  of  the  emergence  of  the  hero’s 
homosexual  drive:  We  were  permitted  to  infer  it 
only  from  the  converse,  to  wit,  his  rejection  of 
dates  with  women;  never,  well  virtually  never 
through  his  attraction  to  males.  Your  reviewer’s 
speculation  that  he  might  well  have  felt  some 
erotic  attraction  to  his  hunky  buddy  is  apt:  re¬ 
search  findings,  including  mine,  indicate  that 
many  Lesbians  and  gay  men,  if  not  most,  begin 
to  suspect  their  own  sexual  orientation  only  as  a 
result  of  the  emergence  of  powerful  erotic  drives 
toward  a  heterosexual  teacher,  colleague  or 
friend.  Since  the  evidence  is  clear  that  Matlovich 
was  a  late  bloomer,  Etherington  is  absolutely 
right  in  condemning  the  film  for  a  serious  lacu¬ 
na.  We  are  never  permitted  to  feel  the  emotion  of 
Len  experiencing  and  wrestling  with  the  force 
from  within  himself  so  powerful  that  it  bested  a 
military  careerist’s  reluctance  to  challenge  his 
superiors  —  much  less  the  whole  military  estab¬ 
lishment.  (The  only  episode  which  even  hinted 
that  he  might  be  attracted  to  another  man  oc- 
cured  in  regard  to  the  Black  transvestite  night 
club  performer;  but  the  script  carefully  left  us  in 
the  dark  as  to  whether  he  drew  near  this  man  out 
of  erotic  feeling  or  dispassionate  fascination  with 
the  exotic.) 

Omission  of  Matlovich’s  consultation  with  gay 
activists  in  the  course  of  reaching  his  decision:  It 
is  outrageous  that  the  writers  censored  such  an 


important  fact,  keeping  Middle  America  from 
knowing  that  our  movement  is  capable  of  per¬ 
forming  such  potent  roles. 

At  the  risk  of  stating  the  obvious  I  venture  to 
suggest  an  explanation  for  both  omissions:  It 
seemed  clear  that  the  script-writers  were  advo¬ 
cates  of  their  hero,  however  carefully  they  tried 
to  understate  it.  Hence  I  shall  put  forth  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  the  omissions  represented  misguided 
advocacy  on  the  part  of  the  writers:  they  feared 
rendering  Len  a  less  sympathetic  figure  if  Ameri¬ 
ca  were  forced  to  observe  him  involved  in  some¬ 
thing  so  vulgar,  so  unspeakable  (or  so  the  writers 
probably  thought  Middle  America  would  believe) 
as  being  turned  on  by  another  man;  or  as  acting 
in  concert  with  troublemakers  such  as  gay  libera¬ 
tion  leaders. 

Nevertheless,  I  and  many  others  were  really 
moved  by  the  film.  Why?  The  very  mundanity  of 
Len’s  background,  and  taciturnity  of  his  per¬ 
sonality;  the  very  buying-in  on  “god  and  coun¬ 
try”  (as  represented  by  his  return  for  another 
tour  in  Vietnam)  provided  dramatic  contrast  to 
the  tempest  slowly  gathering  within  him.  The 
rather  simplistic  willingness  to  do  combat  in 
Nam  —  not  once,  but  twice  —  seemed  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  rather  innocent,  right-will-con- 
quer-over-might  attitude  which  led  him  to  take 
on  the  U.S.  Air  Force. 

Finally,  I  must  level  a  charge  of  censorship,  or 
something  approximating  it,  at  your  reviewer.  I 
indict  him  not  for  mentioning  that  the  Vietnam 
priest  was  stereotypic  in  some  of  his  remarks,  but 
for  omitting  any  reference  to  the  therapeutic 
process  the  priest  was  attempting:  encouraging 
Len  to  search  out  whether  it  was  only  “morali¬ 
ty”  or  also  a  revulsion  against  heterosexuality 
which  made  him  condemn  the  sexual  antics  of  his 
barrack-mates.  Maybe  the  script  wasn’t  too  suc¬ 
cessful  at  this  point,  but  was  I  alone  in  inferring 
(with  the  help  of  flashbacks  to  the  priest)  that 
Len’s  later  insights  into  his  sexual  orientation 
had  been  facilitated  by  the  priest’s  non-directive 
dialogue? 

Far  heavier  is  my  indictment  of  your  review¬ 
er’s  omission  of  any  reference  to  two  very  com¬ 
pelling  scenes  (as  if  doing  so  would  have  weak¬ 
ened  his  overall  condemnation  of  the  film):  Len’s 
reunion  with  his  father  and  his  counseling  with  a 
drug  addict.  The  latter  made  a  quickly-passing 
but  intense  reference  to  Len’s  homosexuality  (I 
fear  this  was  much  too  subtle  for  the  audience): 
the  addict  perceived  Len  as  a  positive  role-model 
for  coming  to  grips  with  one’s  stigma,  whatever 
it  might  happen  to  be.  This  was  a  high-point  of 
the  script  because  the  flashback  was  organically 
related  to  the  courtroom  debate  over  whether 
Len’s  homosexuality  would  destroy  or  strength¬ 
en  his  effectiveness  in  the  performance  of  his  mil¬ 
itary  duties. 

The  final  act  of  censorship  to  which  I  refer 
concerned  the  typically  strained  paternal  rela¬ 
tionship  of  which  so  many  male  homosexuals 
complain.  All  Etherington  has  to  say  of  the  fa¬ 
ther  is  “taciturn.”  But  the  father’s  long-delayed 
visit  to  Washington  (a  reunion  Len  himself  was 
incapable  of  initiating)  contains  the  ultimate  re¬ 
demptive  message  of  the  film:  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  (don’t  forget  that  taciturnity)  the  father  re¬ 
ports  not  only  that  he  continues  to  love  his  son 
(what  one  is  prepared  for,  but  doesn’t  come,  is 
“despite  everything”)  but  something  far  more 
astonishing  and  moving,  namely:  the  father  has 
finally  found  meaning  in  his  own  life  as  a  result 
of  having  parented  someone  with  such  integrity, 
self-respect  and  courage.  I  suggest  to  your  re¬ 
viewer  that  his  is  a  far  more  important  message 
—  indeed,  a  role  model  —  for  Middle  America 
than  whether  Len  wins  or  loses  his  struggle  with 
the  military.  Perhaps  your  reviewer  will  laugh  at 
me,  but  I  found  this  father-son  scene  so  compel¬ 
ling  that  it  immediately  reminded  me  of  several 
emotionally  charged  scenes  (including  another 
parent-child  encounter)  in  the  NBC  White  Paper 
on  the  persecution  of  welfare  recipients,  a  couple 
of  decades  ago,  which  led  to  the  firing  of  the 
John  Bircher-City  Manager  of  Newburgh,  N.Y., 
and  —  at  least  at  that  time  —  positively  affected 
the  national  attitude  toward  welfare  recipients. 

In  the  course  of  writing  this  letter  I  gained 
more  insight  about  the  difference  between  your 
reviewer’s  and  my  perspectives:  He  was  disap¬ 
pointed  over  not  finding  an  artistic  interpretation 
of  the  contemporary  gay  experience,  and  1  was 
satisfied  to  find  an  effective  instrument  of  propa¬ 
ganda. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Richard  Steinman 
Prof,  of  Social  Welfare 
Univ.  of  Southern  Maine 
Portland 

gay  geese 

Dear  Editor  of  GCN, 

In  regard  to  the  article  about  the  Village  Peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Sept.  2  issue,  I  saw  them  in  concert  at 
Kansas  U.  in  early  June.  At  that  time  I  found 
them  hot  stuff  and  open  enough  to  dance  with 
guys  during  one  of  their  numbers.  Also  they  were 
kind  enough  to  indulge  me  with  autographs.  Per¬ 
haps  their  attitude  has  changed  since  they 
became  nationally  known.  If  they  have  decided 
to  become  closeted  about  their  gayness,  maybe 
the  gay  geese  who  originally  laid  their  golden  egg 
should  stop  supporting  them.  They  can  give  us  a 
lot  of  wonderful  support  just  by  being  them¬ 
selves.  Anyway,  do  they  really  think  they  are 
fooling  anybody? 

Sincerely, 

Rick  Cook 
Joplin,  MO 
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SPEAKING  OUT _ 

Seeking  a  Community 

By  Dee  Michel 

This  is  the  third  time  I’ve  tried  to  write  an  article  on  the  issue  of  gay 
community.  The  first  time  was  after  last  year’s  gay  pride  parade  (my  first)  and  the 
second  time  was  after  the  demonstration  in  front  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  the 
anti-sexist  men’s  music  concert  and  the  GCN/MCC  benefit.  And  now  I’ve  seen  the 
film  “It’s  Not  the  Homosexual  Who  Is  Perverse  .  .  .”  and  been  part  of  a 
discussion  of  it  afterwards.  I’ve  felt  a  sense  of  community  among  gay  people  at 
each  of  these  events  and  I’ve  always  walked  away  from  them  thinking,  “Gee, 
wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  this  energy,  sharing,  togetherness,  and  adventure  among  gay 
people  would  happen  all  the  time.”  I’ve  then  been  fired  up  to  express  my 
excitement  in  an  article  for  GCN.  But  what  happened  each  time  I  sorted  through  or 
at  least  stumbled  around  in  my  thoughts  on  the  problems  of  creating  and 
sustaining  a  sense  of  community  among  Boston’s  gay  people  was  that  I  didn’t  see 
any  solution.  I  had  no  neat  analysis  or  marvelous  organizational  idea  or  plan  for 
political  action  that  would  bring  us  all  together:  activist  and  apathist,  bar  hopper 
and  basketball  player,  revolutionary  and  churchgoer.  I  kept  on  coming  up  against 
the  old  question  of  whether  we  have  anything  in  common  that  would  create  more 
of  a  feeling  of  togetherness  than  now  exists. 

We  have  in  Boston  (and  I’m  sure  the  situation  is  similar  elsewhere)  special 
interest  groups  where  gay  people  get  together  for  fun  (gay  rollerskating)  or  to  work 
on  a  common  project  (The  Boston/Boise  Committee),  places  where  gay  people  can 
be  found  (bars  and  occasional  campus  lounges),  support  institutions  (HCHS)  and 
support  groups  within  larger  organizations  (the  Lesbian  Clamshell  affinity  group), 
religious  groups  (Am  Tikvah)  andradical  ones  (Lavender  Resistence);  we  also  have 
one-time  events  like  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Parade.  Could  we  not  just 
strengthen  this  network  of  community  groups  and  happenings  to  bring  about  a 
greater  sense  of  community  than  now  exists?  Why  not  have  more  meetings  with 
better  publicity;  increase  the  number  of  gay  activities  and  the  number  of  gay  people 
involved  and  thus  spread  the  togetherness  that  group  activities  undoubtedly 
engender? 

What  I  realized  this  third  time  round  is  that  by  sense  of  community  I  have  had 
something  different  in  mind  than  just  more  people  participating  in  better  co¬ 


ordinated  and  publicized  events  and  organizations.  I  want  gay  people  to  feel  they 
are  not  alone  and  that  they  are  in  communication  with  other  gay  people.  Perhaps 
what  I  mean  by  sense  of  community  can  be  better  understood  by  some  examples. 
Imagine  getting  an  unexpected  phone  call  from  a  friend  about  a  movie  or  a  march, 
either  as  an  invitation  or  simply  information.  Or  think  of  what  it  is  like  to  run  into 
a  friend  unexpectedly  in  a  hostile  or  for  that  matter  pleasant  environment:  Harvard 
Square  or  Filene’s  basement,  a  bar  or  a  dance.  The  surprise  of  realizing  you’re  not 
by  yourself  in  the  alienation  or  excitement  is  truly  wonderful:  the  small  town 
feeling,  “I’m  not  alone.” 

I  would  like  isolated  incidents  such  as  these  to  happen  to  all  of  us,  all  of  the 
time.  These  moments  of  communication,  which  we  now  perceive  as  unusual 
occurences,  will  then  become  part  of  our  daily  lives.  An  ongoing  sense  of  together¬ 
ness  can  thus  be  created  by  gay  people  actively  communicating,  talking  to  each 
other.  A  new  sense  of  community  means  hundreds  and  thousands  of  gay  people  in 
the  Boston  area  acknowledging  each  other  wherever  and  whenever  they  see  each 
other.  It  means  taking  the  risk  of  coming  out  to  those  people  we  think  might  be  gay 
—  at  work  or  on  the  street.  It  means  realizing  that  being  gay  right  now  in  the 
U.S.A.  is  an  important  part  of  our  lives  and  reaching  out  to  other  gey  people.  It 
means  communicating  publicly  —  writing  to  the  Globe  or  GCN,  or  calling  up 
radio  phone  shows  and  talking  about  gay  issues.  And  it  means  creating  and 
sustaining  our  own  sources  of  news  and  entertainment,  and  telling  each  other 
about  them. 

The  above  thoughts  leave  out  a  lot.  I  haven’t  addressed  the  questions  of 
whether  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  gay  people  to  change  the  way  they  relate  (or 
don’t)  to  each  other,  whether  they  would  want  to  or  have  the  energy  to  carry  out 
this  sort  of  active,  creative  campaign  to  bring  us  closer  together;  or  whether  this 
type  of  change  on  a  social  level  among  gay  people  is  more  important  than  change 
on  the  more  overtly  political  level  of  say,  legislation.  I  do  know,  though,  that  from 
my  point  of  view  things  could  be  a  lot  better,  there  could  be  more  of  a  sense  of 
togetherness  among  Boston’s  gay  people;  and  I  do  know  of  at  least  one  person  who 
is  willing  to  help  create  it. 


‘'Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  Is  part 
of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


Why  Gay  People  Should  Support  the  ERA 


By  Cindy  Stein 

It  may  appear  almost  absurd  at  this  point  to  be  soliciting  support  for  the  ERA 
from  a  community  which  is  itself  so  concerned  with  human  rights  and  justice  and 
which,  in  part,  recognizes  the  essential  connection  between  the  feminist  and  gay 
struggles.  But,  sadly  enough,  the  time  has  come  in  the  twilight  of  the  ratification 
period  when  the  push  for  and  against  passage  is  at  its  height,  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  to  put  their  energies  behind  the  amendment. 

Why?  There  are  two  reasons,  and  the  bottom  line  of  both  will  affect  our 
strength  as  a  movement  and  in  the  end,  our  very  survival. 

The  first  reason  is  the  most  obvious.  It  deals  with  the  fact  that  any  sweeping 
reforms  that  will  alleviate  women’s  oppression  will,  as  their  legal  and  moral 
corollary,  help  to  ease  gay  oppression.  Once  societal  definitions  of  male  and 
female  are  made  less  rigid  and  less  confining  by  officially  prohibiting 
discrimination  based  on  sex,  legislative  and  judicial  rulings  will,  in  time,  have  some 
effect  upon  individual  values  and  practices.  This  “trickle-down”  effect  will 
initially  only  change  surface  prejudice  (as  has  been  the  experience  of  the  black  Civil 
Rights  movement,  which  still  must  live  with  the  day  to  day  repercussions  of 
America’s  racism,  more  subtle  but  just  as  pervasive  as  it  was  15  years  ago),  but  we 
are  much  better  off  with  these  reforms  than  we  are  without  them  —  and  it  will  be 
our  hope  that  the  elimination  of  surface  hatred  will  one  day  bring  about  the 
elimination  of  the  inbred  core  hatreds.  Without  the  redefinition  of  sex-roles, 
through  measures  originating  in  the  Women’s  Movement! such  as  ERA),  the  gay 
movement  cannot  even  begin  to  educate  society  that  its  ancient  fears  concerning 
sexual  preference  are  unfounded. 

The  second  reason  why  lesbian  and  gay  support  for  ERA  is  crucial  involves 
what  I  have  seen  as  a  subtle  anti-gay  backlash  by  pro-ERA  forces  which  has 
resulted  from  a  “whitewashing”  of  the  amendment  to  get  widespread  support. 
One  facet  of  the  pro-ERA  campaign  deals  with  disarming  the  other  side.  The  anti- 
ERA  forces  have  implemented  a  tactic  of  spreading  fear-inducing,  possible 


COMMUNITY  VOICE  cont. 


we're  all  queers 

Dear  Friends: 

The  recent  center-fold  essay  by  Eric  Rofes 
analyzing  “Queer  Bashing;  The  Politics  of  Vio¬ 
lence  Against  Gay  Men”  (Aug.  12  issue)  seems  to 
me  to  be  one  of  the  best  pieces  written  on  this 
problem. 

But  there  is  also  an  important  omission.  Les¬ 
bians  are  often  victims  of  “queer  bashing”  too.  I 
don’t  know  of  any  extensive  reporting  or  study 
of  this  problem  but  I  have  heard  numerous 
accounts  of  women  being  assaulted  along  with 
homophobic  name-calling  as  they  left  lesbian  or 
mixed  lesbian-gay  male  bars. 

GCN  might  do  our  community  a  great  service 
by  collecting  some  of  these  incidents  and  bring¬ 
ing  this  out  into  the  open.  While  I  agree  with 
most  of  Rofes’  analysis,  I  am  greatly  disturbed 
by  the  (innocent)  suppression  of  lesbian  visibility 
—  following  no  doubt  from  the  neglect  of  this  in 
the  straight  press  —  as  well  as  by  the  dangerous 
ring  of  phrases  like  “a  world  where  men  could 


walk  down  the  street  without  fear.”  No  doubt  we 
'all  would  be  better  off  in  such  a  world;  and  as  a 
male  I  hope  for  such  a  world.  But  it  seems  mis¬ 
leading  to  emphasize  violence  against  men  when 
this  is  clearly  a  case  of  violence  against  lesbians 
and  gay-appearing  men,  and  when  the  most 
brutal  violence  aimed  by  straight  men  against 
women  is  so  widespread.  I  think  further  data 
would  confirm  that  Rofes  is  right  in  tying  queer 
bashing  victims  to  departures  from  traditional, 
sexist  gender-roles  and  styles,  especially  as  the 
attacks  on  lesbians  that  I  know  of  were  mostly  on 
independent  women  who  avoided  the  traditional 
stereotypes  of  female  appearance  and  attire. 

Maybe  GCN’ s  readers  and  reporters  can 
provide  more  information  and  insight  into  the 
ways  in  which  lesbians  face  a  society  oppressing 
and  threatening  them  not  only  as  women  but  also 
as  “queers.” 

Bert  Hansen 
Assistant  Professor,  SUNY 
Binghamton,  NY 


outcomes  which  may  result  from  ratification.  These  anti-change  proponents  run 
around  the  country  talking  about  co-ed  toilets  and  female  combat  duty.  Much  of 
the  pro-ERA  energy  is  spent  dispelling  these  fears  with  good  sound  arguments. 
However,  there  is  one  other  issue  to  which  both  sides  speak,  and  that  is  gay  rights, 
specifically  gay  marriages.  Anti-ERA  people  say  that  the  amendment  will  allow 
gays  to  marry,  teach  and  have  other  freedoms,  while  pro-ERA  people,  including 
many  prominent  feminists,  go  around  playing  down  the  effect  ERA  would  have 
upon  gay  rights.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  no  person  on  either  side  can  predict 
the  actual  effects  of  an  amendment  which,  upon  its  passage,  must  be  construed  by 
just  about  every  state  and  federal  legislature  and  court  in  this  country. 

The  substantive  part  of  ERA  is  only  one  sentence  long.  It  says  nothing  about 
gay  rights.  The  possibility,  however,  does  exist  that  “equality  unabridged  by  sex” 
could  help  gays  in  the  courts  and  the  legislatures,  since  any  'classification  based 
on  gender  will  be  more  closely  scrutinized  under  ERA.  Classifications  such  as 
“spouse,”  “family,”  or  “next  of  kin,”  for  example,  could  be  affected  —  but  we 
don’t  know  and  we  can’t  know  until  the  situation  arises. 

The  point  is  that  the  “threat”  of  gay  rights  is  being  quieted  by  ERA 
supporters.  Our  freedom  is  just  another  fear  to  dispell.  We  can’t  allow  this  to 
continue.  Lesbians  and  gay  men,  who  stand  to  benefit  from  ERA  with  respect  to 
both  values  and  laws,  should  not  be  pushed  back  in  the  closet  until  ratification.  We 
have  got  to  educate  pro-ERA  forces  that  their  energy  belongs  in  fighting  the 
homophobia  which  spreads  the  fear,  not  in  legitimizing  the  fear  by  saying  it  will 
not  be  realized  by  a  feminist  amendment. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  serve  a  dual  purpose  in  the  fight  to  ratify  ERA.  We  are 
obligated  to  support  and  work  for  the  passage  of  any  measure  which  looks  toward 
the  end  of  oppression  based  on  traditional  sex-roles  and  we  must  articulate,  within 
the  pro-ERA  and  feminist  movements,  a  pro-gay  position  which  is  based  on  pride 
and  strength,  not  on  paranoia  and  co-optation. 

insensitive  Wbz-tv 

Dear  Friends, 

On  Monday,  Aug.  21,  the  NBC  Premiere 
Movie  “Sergeant  Matlovich  vs.  tta  U.S.  Air 
Force”  was  preempted  to  show  a  previously 
taped  Patriots  game.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
preempting.  However,  the  insensitive  and, 
frankly,  demeaning  rescheduling  of  this 
important  show  at  11:30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  Aug. 

27  —  a  day  and  time  when  even  chronic  insom¬ 
niacs  sleep  soundly  —  distresses  me  deeply. 

The  Matlovich  story  is  unusual:  Matlovich,  a 
former  redneck,  a  much  decorated  war  hero  with 
an  impeccable  record,  decides  not  to  blow  his 
brains  out.  He  accepts  his  homosexuality.  By 
admitting  who  he  is  he  risks  expulsion  from  the 
Air  Force,  his  greatest  love. 

A  discussion  provoking  film  about  the  hypo¬ 
crisy  of  a  “free”  society  which  punishes  a  fine 
person  for  his  private  pursuit  of  love,  “Sergeant 
Matlovich  vs.  the  U.S.  Air  Force”  deserves  the 
largest  possible  audience.  It  would  serve  the 
public  most  were  WBZ-TV  to  reschedule  the  film 
in  prime  time  —  as  it  was  meant  to  be  shown  — 
or,  failing  that,  to  schedule  a  showing  in  addition 
to  the  Sunday  airing. 

Thank  you, 

Lita  Lepie 
Acton,  MA 


FEATURES  EDITOR 
GCN  needs  a  Features  Editor.  Writing 
and  editing  skills  required.  A  firm 
grasp  of  the  language  a  must.  $70/wk 
plus.  (It’s  more  than  a  job.)  Contact 
Eric  or  Richard  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston  02108.  Please  include 
resume. 

Wednesday  Nights 

We  need  help  in  our  Circulation  and 
Promotions  Departments  on  Wednes¬ 
day  nights  between  5  and  8  p.m.  So  if 
you  don’t  already  come  on  Thurs.  or 
Fri.  nights,  come  Wednesday! 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager.  We  need  dedication  and 
innovation!  Job  includes  working  with 
staff  of  ad  reps.  Base  salary  plus  com¬ 
mission.  Contact  Richard  at  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108,  or  call 
426-4469.  Please  include  resume. 
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Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project  Benefit  Informs  Community 


By  Jill  Clark 

BOSTON  —  On  Sunday,  Sept.  10, 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 
(LGPP)  collective  held  a  benefit  at  the 
Boston  bar  Somewhere  to  publicize  the 
opening  of  a  center  for  lesbian  and  gay 
parents  and  their  children.  The  benefit 
was  also  held  to  raise  money  for  rent 
and  other  costs  associated  with  open¬ 
ing  the  center.  The  late  afternoon  event 
was  a  success,  with  over  250  generous 
supporters  in  attendance. 

LGPP  collective  members  Richard 
Freeman  and  Denise  Steel  conducted 
the  proceedings  while  Judy  Vreeland 
and  Carol  Nelson  interpreted  for  deaf 
persons.  Other  collective  members 
could  be  identified  by  their  LGPP  t- 
shirts,  designed  by  Ellen  Grabiner  and 
printed  by  Gene  Mignola  and  Denise 
Steel  with  the  assistance  of  people  from 
the  Somerville  Action  Media  Program. 

Fine  musical  entertainment  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  local  feminist  artists.  Shirli 
Sherwood  began  the  concert  with  such 
songs  as  Ginni  Clemens’  “Rainbow 
Song.’’  Sherwood  involved  everyone  in 
the  singing  of  a  moving,  spiritual-like 
piece  of  her  own,  “The  Mighty  Wall.” 
Joanie  Schwartz,  Diana  Davies, 
Joanne  Mathos,  Ken  Arkin  and  Willie 
Sordill,  and  two  lesbians  from  the  New 


Harmony  Sisterhood  Band,  Pat 
Ouelette  and  Katie  Tolies,  all  shared 
songs  which  they  had  written. 

With  anti-Anita  Bryant  songs  form¬ 
ing  in  the  studios  of  talented  feminist 
musicians  all  over  the  country,  it  was 
no  surprise  that  LGPP’s  benefit 
boasted  two  such  numbers.  One  was 
performed  by  Mathos,  another  by 
Ouelette  and  Tolies,  in  which  they 
comically  admonished  Anita  —  above 
the  din  produced  by  the  screeching 
hinges  of  closet  doors  opening  —  that 
her  very  own  daughter  or  son  may  be 
occupying  the  next  closet  to  open  its 
doors. 

The  audience  responded  by  clapping 
their  hands  and  joining  in  the  chorus  of 
Malvina  Reynold’s  “We  Don’t  Need 
the  Men,”  performed  by  Ouelette  and 
Tolies.  Overall,  perhaps  the  most  poig¬ 
nant  moment  was  created  by  Ken 
Arkin  singing  Cris  Williamson’s  “In 
the  Best  Interests  of  the  Children.” 

At  the  benefit,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Parents  Project  collective  members  dis¬ 
tributed  literature  explaining  the  newly 
founded  organization.  The  following  is 
a  discussion  of  the  purpose  of  LGPP: 

“As  gay  people,  we  are  painfully 
aware  of  the  oppression  and  indignities 
that  we  suffer  in  a  sexist  and  homo- 
phobic  society.  But  those  of  us  who  are 


Seattle 
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projects  in  the  effort  to  turn  back  the 
anti-gay  movement  in  Seattle. 

Another  organization  working 
against  Initiative  13  is  the  Seattle 
Committee  Against  Thirteen  (SCAT). 

The  Ordinances 

Seattle’s  Open  Housing  and  Fair 
Employment  Ordinances,  in  effect 
since  1971  and  1974,  prohibit  discrim¬ 
inatory  practices  in  employment  and 
housing  based  on  race,  color,  sex,  mar¬ 


ital  status,  sexual  orientation,  political 
ideology,  age,  creed,  religion,  ancestry, 
or  national  origin.  Initiative  13  would 
repeal  the  ordinances,  deleting  the 
words  “sexual  orientation”  from  the 
list  of  prohibited  discriminatory  prac¬ 
tices.  It  would  also  transfer  the  en¬ 
forcement  powers  of  the  Office  of 
Women’s  Rights,  which  hears  cases  re¬ 
lated  to  discrimination  based  on  sex 
and  marital  status,  to  the  Dept,  of 
Human  Rights. 
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also  parents  suffer  from  an  additional 
oppression:  to  come  out  often  means 
to  lose  custody  of  our  children,  or  even 
the  right  to  visit  them.  Using  the  vague 
and  arbitrary  legal  standards,  judges 
can  and  do  declare  that  we  are  ‘unfit’ 
to  be  parents,  or  that  the  ‘best  inter¬ 
ests’  of  our  children  demand  that  they 
be  turned  over  to  former  spouses,  or 
the  state,  simply  because  we  are  gay. 
Consequently,  gay  parents  tend  to 
remain  closeted  and  invisible,  even  to 
other  gay  people,  and  suffer  from  fear, 
isolation  and  powerlessness. 

“In  order  to  bring  about  change  in 
this  area  a  group  of  attorneys,  legal 
workers,  therapists  and  community 
members  are  working  to  set  up  a 
lesbian  and  gay  parents  custody  and 
visitation  center  to  serve  our  commu¬ 
nity  and  the  whole  of  New  England.  At 
this  center,  LGPP  collective  members 
will  counsel  lesbian  mothers  and  gay 
fathers  with  regard  to  their  alternatives 
and  the  available  resources  and  refer 
them  to  attorneys,  social  workers  and 
counselors.  In  addition,  it  will  be  a 


center  for  the  struggle  for  legal  reform 
and  education  for  the  gay  community. 
In  pursuing  these  goals,  the  center 
hopes  to  break  down  some  of  the  isola¬ 
tion  and  despair  felt  by  gay  parents, 
and  to  help  them  develop  a  sense  of 
solidarity.  LGPP  is  committed  to  aid¬ 
ing  the  on-going  struggle  of  lesbian 
mothers  and  also  drawing  attention  to 
the  lesser  known  problems  of  gay 
fathers. 

“Over  the  last  summer,  we  members 
of  LGPP  received  eight  weeks  of  in¬ 
tensive  training  from  Boston  area  at¬ 
torneys  and  counseling.  All  that  now 
stands  between  us  and  the  opening  of 
the  center  is  locating  our  center.  We 
need  to  rent  a  moderately  priced  space 
at  least  150  square  feet  in  size,  with 
ready  access  to  the  MBTA  and  acces¬ 
sible  to  handicapped  persons.  Any 
leads?  Also,  any  related  services  or  do¬ 
nations  of  office  furniture  or  money 
will  be  appreciated.” 

For  more  information,  write  or  call 
Suite  604,  102  Charles  St.,  Boston 
02114,(617)  628-6448. 


iWaldenbooks  i 


“The  newKinsey  Report 
is  the  most  comprehensive 
examination  of  homosexual 
life-styles  to  date.” 


—Newsweek 


HOMOSEXUALITIES 

An  Official  Publication  of 
The  Institute  for  Sex  Research 
founded  by  Alfred  C.  Kinsey 

Alan  P.  Bell,  Ph.D.  Martin  S.Weinberg,  Ph.D. 


This  is  the  most  substantial  and  far- 
reaching  investigation  of  homosexu¬ 
ality  ever  undertaken— involving 
approximately  1,500  lengthy  face- 
to-face  interviews  with  people  from 
every  walk  of  life... exploring  the 
psychological  and  social  adjustment, 
the  religious,  political  and  career 
involvement,  and  the  sexual  habits, 

Just  a  few  topics  covtped: 

The  homosexual- heterosexual 
continuum  ■  cruising  and  sex¬ 
ual  partnerships  ■  sex  appeal 
and  problems  ■  incidence  and 
choice  of  sexual  techniques  ■ 
homosexuals  and  the  law  ■ 
ethnography  of  the  Bay  Area 
homosexual  scene  ■  and  more 


preferences  and  life-styles  of  homo¬ 
sexual  men  and  women. 

The  division  of  gay  men  and 
women  into  distinct  categories 
(which  are  further  sub-divided  by 
race)  enables  Kinsey  researchers  to 
refute  dramatically  the  current 
myths  and  misconceptions  about 
homosexuality. 


“A  fascinating  glimpse  into 
the  gay  life.”-  Time  Magazine 

“An  important  book,  probably 
destined  to  be  the  definitive 
work  on  its  subject...” 

-PAUL  H.  GEBHARD,  Director, 
Institute  for  Sex  Research, 

Indiana  University 

*12.95 


Now  at  Waldenbooks. 


384  Boylston  St.,  Boston  266-0903 

Three  Center  Plaza.  Boston  523-3044 

383  Washington  St  Boston  426-7035 

Auburn  Mall,  Auburn  832-5442 

Worcester  Center,  Worcester  791-0252 

Methuen  Mall,  Methuen  685-0745 


Walpole  Mall,  Walpole  668-3540 

Swansea  Mall,  Swansea  673-7090 

North  Dartmouth  Mall,  No.  Dartmouth  999-2206 

Warwick  Mall,  Warwick,  H  I.  401-737-9222 

Lincoln  Mall,  Lincoln,  R.l.  401-333-2120 

So.  Portland  Moll,  Portland  Maine  207-772-8 
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NEW  YORK. 

By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  We  gay  acti¬ 
vists  seem  like  such  a  negative  bunch! 
When  we’re  not  confronting  or  out¬ 
right  attacking  the  Establishment,  as 
we  should,  on  every  conceivable  front, 
we’re  often  criticizing,  denouncing, 
and  attacking  one  another.  Regardless 
of  any  imaginable  situation,  we  can 
simply  astound  ourselves  at  how 
quickly  we  reach  a  state  of  cross¬ 
purpose  frustration  and  anger.  Given 
that  lesbians  and  gays  come  from  every 
possibility  of  race,  class,  background, 
and  perspective,  it  can  only  be  expected 
that  our  personal  and  political  ap¬ 
proaches  and  goals  will  differ  vastly.  In 
the  midst  of  such  situations,  we  hear 
periodic  calls  for  “unity.” 

As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  whether  we 
like  it  or  not,  we  do  have  unity.  As 
lesbian  and  gay  activists,  we’ve  created 
a  game  to  play  and  the  game  is  to  com¬ 
pletely  change  the  way  society  sees  gay 
people  and  the  way  we  see  ourselves. 
To  create  a  gay  culture,  to  eliminate 
the  various  forms  of  oppression  and 
discrimination,  to  erase  fear  and 
hatred  is  a  process  of  transformation. 
The  impossibility  of  this  accomplish¬ 
ment  was  a  fact  for  centuries,  until  we 
decided  it  was  no  longer  an  impossi¬ 
bility.  Now,  we’re  playing  the  game. 

Sometimes  the  whole  game-board 
looks  like  it  was  thought  out  ahead  of 
time.  This  group  works  with  the 
reform  political  party;  that  group 
splinters  into  factions  and  works  with 
the  various  radical  groups;  etc.;  etc. 
The  activist  agenda  seems  endless,  but 
for  every  item  or  area  on  the  list,  there 
are  lesbian  and  gay  players.  When 
“Gay  Atheists”  meets  “Dignity”  there 


NEW  YORK 

may  be  frustration,  hurt,  and  anger. 
When  the  groups  return  to  their  own 
arenas  though,  they  are  simultaneously 
working  to  establish  the  beauty  of  gay¬ 
ness  and  the  individual  rights  of  all 
lesbians  and  gays. 

Gay  liberation  is  the  priority.  Activ¬ 
ists  are  attempting  to  shoulder  and 
move  along  the  whole  of  society.  Some 
gay  groups  seem  to  take  baby  steps, 
which  may  actually  be  suitable  for 
large  segments  of  heterosexual  society. 
Other  gay  groups  with  a  radical  per¬ 
spective  attempt  giant  strides.  Whether 
we  even  speak  to  one  another  or  not, 
much  less  agree,  if  we  are  activists, 
there’s  either  some  aspect  of  gay 
culture  and  community  we’re  develop¬ 
ing  or  there’s  some  portion  of  hetero¬ 
sexual  society,  we’re  confronting  and 
attempting  to  educate. 

Sub-groups  of  heterosexual  society 
must  be  challenged  in  their  own 
thought-systems.  Despite  apparent  dif¬ 
ferences,  every  gay  group  is  carrying  a 
banner  for  freedom  regardless  of  oper¬ 
ational  fronts.  The  more  fronts  the 
better. 

We  sometimes  forget  that  we’re  in¬ 
volved  in  the  gay  movement  just  be¬ 
cause  we  are  gay.  Otherwise,  we  would 
carry  out  other  positions  and  perspec¬ 
tives  to  the  world  simply  for  what  they 
are  in  themselves,  instead  of  “compli¬ 
cating”  issues  as  “Gay  Socialists”  or 
“Gay  Christians.” 

As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  neither 
church  decrees  nor  politicians  or  poli¬ 
tical  parties  will  ever  free  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  These  are  the  obvious  struc 
tures  that  rest  on  the  will  of  the  people. 
That  consent  and  “will”  of  the  major¬ 
ity  of  heterosexuals  must  be  gained  if 


any  freedom  is  ever  to  be  secure.  Such 
an  effort  takes  not  the  co-operation  of 
all  of  us,  but  the  hard  work  of  us  all. 

What  is  totally  unacceptable  is  the 
morass  of  apathy  into  which  much  of 
the  non-involved  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  sunk.  Instead  of  fighting 
one  another,  we  must  find  ways  to 
fight  the  apathetic  sludge  that  turns  to 
quicksand.  As  long  as  we  are  non- 
involved  and  non-active  we  are  our 
own  oppressors. 

We  who  argue  among  ourselves  and 


By  Allen  Young 

BOSTON  —  Boston  University’s 
“Twentieth  Century  Collection”  will 
soon  become  the  home  of  the  archives 
of  the  Advocate,  North  America’s 
oldest  and  largest  gay  periodical. 

Dr.  Howard  B.  Gotlieb,  curator  of 
the  collection  which  is  housed  in  the 
Special  Collections  Department  of  the 
Mugar  Library,  said  that  the  material 
to  be  received  will  include  business 
records,  the  files,  correspondence  and 
other  papers  dating  back  to  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  the  Advocate  a  decade  ago. 
He  said  that  the  personal  papers  of  the 
paper’s  publisher  David  Goodstein 
may  also  be  included,  but  that  this  was 
still  being  discussed.  No  material  is 
available  yet  for  use  by  the  public. 

The  bulk  of  the  archive  was  still 
being  surveyed,  and  Gotlieb  said  that  if 
the  Advocate's  papers  were  very  vol¬ 
uminous,  it  would  be  unlikely  that 
other  gay  liberation  materials  would 
find  a  home  in  the  collection. 


still  go  out  to  do  battle  with  the  world, 
or  any  part  of  it,  have  the  unity  of  acti¬ 
vism.  We  must  find  ways  to  succeed  in 
setting  up  contexts  in  which  the 
majority  of  non-involved  lesbians  and 
gays  will  join  us. 

We  have  not  accomplished  this  goal 
and  we  have  not  transformed  society, 
either.  Ten  years  since  Stonewall  is  a 
really  short  time  in  the  span  of  things. 
Still,  until  it’s  done,  we  are  all  failures, 
but  we  are  heroes  for  even  trying. 


If  space  were  available,  he  said,  then 
he  would  consider  acquiring  additional 
gay  materials. 

The  increasingly  famous  Twentieth 
Century  Collection  includes  papers  and 
exhibits  relating  to  nine  hundred  public 
figures  in  all  fields,  including  enter¬ 
tainment,  politics  and  the  arts,  and 
much  of  the  material  is  considered  un¬ 
usual  or  “offbeat.” 

The  question  of  a  centrally  located 
archive  for  documents,  papers  and  per¬ 
iodicals  relating  to  the  gay  liberation 
movement  has  been  discussed  by  some 
gay  male  and  lesbian  activists  and 
writers  for  several  years. 

A  committee  had  been  negotiating 
with  the  New  York  Public  Library  in 
the  hopes  that  it  would  open  and 
maintain  a  national  gay  archive,  but  no 
agreement  was  reached,  partially  be¬ 
cause  of  the  expense  involved  in  main¬ 
taining  such  a  centralized  archive. 


The  Advocate  Will  Be  Archived 
in  Major  Collection  at  Boston  U 
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CHARLES  RIVER  PLAZA 

173  CAMBRIDGE  STREET 
BOSTON.  MASS  02114 


617)523-5195 


Contact  Lenses 

Hard  Gas  Perm  Soft  (B&L) 

$100*  $150*  $175* 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 

Also;  no-boil  and  astigmatic  soft  lens. 

Call  For  Consumer  Info 
353-1550 

Dr.  Richard  T.  Montross 

665  Beacon  Street,  Suite  303 
Boston,  Mass.  02215 

'Single  vision  lenses  exclusive  of  professional  fees. 


COUNSELING 

For  gay  men  who  want  to  be  gay 
and  content. 

Experienced,  gay  psychologist, 
who  will  understand  your  prob¬ 
lems  in  adjusting  to  gay  life,  offers 
his  counseling  services  to  individ¬ 
uals,  couples,  and  groups. 

Back  Bay  location — reasonable  rates 
Call  Ed  at  266-1610 
9  a.m.  -  9  p.m. 


Save  this  Ad  for  10%  Courtesy  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.  V.  s  <6  Stereo  —  at 
lowest  prices  ANYWHERE!  We  also  buy 
and  sell  used  T.V.s.  Outside  antenna 
installation  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech. 
Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 
Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL,  BOSTON 
Tel.  523-2187 


PROJECT  PLACE 

Hot  Line  Telephone 
Counseling  &  Referral 
24  Hours  a  day 
267-9150 

Free  Emergency 
Medical  Care 
in  crisis  intervention 
Ambulance:  247-4000 

32  Rutland  St.  Boston 


ANNE  NICHOLS  —  registered  electrologist 
Complimentary  15  minute  Treatment  w /Coupon 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

FOR  WOMEN  &  MEN  by  appointment  only 

164  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
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BOOKS 

PRINTING 

Books  by  mail  can 

Sizes  to  11"  x  17". 

save  you  money.  Send 
for  our  current  list. 

Gog-ouuned  and 
gag-operated 

143  Albany  St. 

Cambridge,  Mass.  02139 
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-AMBDA  INSURANCE  SERVICES 

APARTMENT  RENTERS, 
HOME,  LIFE,  HEALTH  & 
BUSINESS  INSURANCES 
Peter:  617-482-5851 


520  Comm.  Ave.  Health  Ins. 
Kenmore  Sq.  Accepted 

COUNSELING 
—FOR  WOMEN— 

Individual,  Couple, 

And  Group  Counseling 
Call  for  Workshop 
And  Group  Info. 
739-2200  (ext.  58) 
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On  The  Village  Square 

Bellows  Falls,  Vermont 
5b  Rooms  Dining  Room  Coffee  Shop 
Piano  Bar  Disco  Bar 

2  hrs.  from  Boston 

For  further  information  and  reservations  write 
of  rail  John  or  Andrew  l-802  4t)3-3V()6 


Tell  them  you  saw 
it  in  GCN! 
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DISCOVER  HARDCOVERS 

at  paperback  booksmith 


Both  the  I  948  and  the  1 953  Kinsey  reports. 
Sexual  Behavior  in  the  Human  Male  and 
Sexual  Behavior  in  the  Human  Female, 
were  publishing  events  of  enormous  social 
consequence.  In  the  same  way.  this  latest 
report,  on  behavior  among  homosexual  men 
and  women,  will  alter  people's  thinking 
about  what  it  means  to  be  homosexual. 

During  the  last  decade,  the  world  has  wit¬ 
nessed  an  upheaval  of  long-held  beliefs 
about  the  place  and  purpose  of  human  sexu¬ 
ality.  Homosexual  men  and  women  bear 
witness  to  and  may  even  epitomize  the  revo¬ 
lution  that  has  occurred.  Until  now.  our 
knowledge  of  homosexuality  has  been  based 
on  psychoanalytic  case  histories  or  small, 
often  unrepresentative,  reports. 

The  Institute  for  Sex  Research  was  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  National  Institute  of  Men¬ 
tal  Health  to  conduct  the  most  ambitious 
study  of  homosexuality  ever  attempted  any¬ 
where  in  the  world.  It  involved  lengthy  face- 
to-face  interview's  with  approximately  1 .500 
persons. 

Never  before  have  so  many  people  from 
every  walk  of  life  been  so  extensively  inter¬ 
viewed. 

Never  before  have  the  sexual  circum¬ 
stances,  the  social  lives  and  the  psychologi¬ 
cal  adjustment  of  homosexual  men  and 
women  been  so  thoroughly  explored. 

Never  before  has  the  range  of  life-styles 
present  in  the  homosexual  population 
emerged  with  such  clarity. 

This  comprehensive  study  examines  in 
depth  the  dimensions  of  sexual  experience, 
including  sexual  partnerships,  sexual  tech¬ 
niques.  and  sexual  problems;  acceptance  of 
homosexuality  and  social  adjustment;  and 
religion,  politics,  friendship  and  marriage 
amonsz  homosexual  men  and  women. 

Small  portions  of  the  institute's  findings 
have  already  been  used  as  the  basis  for  judi¬ 
cial  decisions  and  for  new  position  papers 
on  the  part  of  organizations  such  as  the 
American  Psychological  Association.  This 
monumental  work  will  be  as  thoroughly 
read  and  widely  quoted,  and  will  have  as 
great  an  impact  as  any  of  the  best-known 
works  in  the  field  of  human  sexuality. 


A  Simon  &  Schuster 

Hardcover  from  BOSTON'S  MOST  AWARE  BOOKSTORE 


paperback  booksmith 

753  Boylston  St.  536-4433  1 

OPPOSITE  LORD  &  TAYLOR  AT  THE  “PRU” 

Dedicated  to  the  fine  art  of  browsingi 
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Massachusetts  Primary  Results 

Continued  from  Page  1 


Flannagan,  who  is  48,  spent  much  of 
his  campaign  focusing  on  Byrne’s  age 
(81).  Iannella,  who  is  64,  did  not  spend 
as  much  effort  pointing  out  Byrne’s 
age  as  he  did  the  fact  that  Byrne  and 
Flannagan  worked  together  for  17 
years.  He  accused  them  of  being  part 
of  the  same  “courthouse  clique.” 

As  a  result  of  the  Revere  indictments 

—  none  of  which  has  yet  come  to  trial 

—  Byrne  hoped  to  ride  the  horse  of 
homophobia  to  victory.  However, 
those  plans  were  squashed  when  the 
numerous  grave  errors  in  the  case 
became  known  —  due  largely  to  the 
purposeful  work  of  the  Boston/Boise 
Committee  and  the  wholly  unplanned 
resignation  of  former  Superior  Court 
Chief  Justice  Robert  Bonin. 

Nonetheless,  Byrne  was  endorsed  by 
the  Revere  Journal,  as  well  as  Revere 
Mayor  George  Collella  and  Police 
Chief  George  Corbett.  Byrne  spent 
over  $150,000  in  his  re-election  effort, 
most  of  which  came  from  defense  at¬ 
torneys  and  courthouse  personnel.  He 
received  a  $250  contribution  from 
Boston  lawyer  Kevin  Keating,  who  is 
representing  Ed  Mede,  the  most  cele¬ 
brated  of  the  so-called  “Revere”  de¬ 
fendants. 

Flannagan,  while  no  liberal  (his  slo¬ 
gan:  “A  Man  of  Convictions”),  at¬ 
tacked  Byrne’s  “hotline”  and  told 
GCN  last  month  that  he  “would  never 
harass  any  community”  as  Byrne  has. 
Flannagan  showed  strength  county¬ 
wide,  although  he  had  never  run  for 
office  before,  carrying  even  liberal 
Ward  5  (Beacon  Hill/Back  Bay). 
Doubtles-  much  of  this  liberal  support 
was  because  of  endorsements  by 
prominent  criminal  Atty.  William 
Homans,  who  is  representing  Roger 
Spears,  another  of  the  so-called  “Re¬ 
vere”  defendants,  and  Paul  Sugarman, 


a  former  president  of  the  Mass.  Bar 
Association  who  recently  represented 
former  Justice  Robert  Bonin.  Sugar- 
man  and  Homans  each  contributed 
$100  to  Flannagan. 

Iannella  was  most  damaged  by  the 
Boston  Globe,  which  called  his  record 
as  a  city  councillor  “undistinguished” 
and  begrudgingly  supported  Flanna¬ 
gan,  but  only  because  of  his  years  of 
experience  as  a  prosecutor.  Flannagan 
made  deep  inroads  into  Byrne’s  tradi¬ 
tional  support  (the  Boston  police  union 
endorsed  Byrne,  while  the  rank-and- 
file  went  with  Flannagan),  and 
capitalized  on  the  Homan  endorsement 
in  a  full  page  advertisement  in  the 
Boston  Phoenix,  ostensibly  justifying 
liberal  support.  Robert  Deutsch  and 
Dennis  Fisher,  co-owners  of  Darts 
disco,  each  contributed  $50  to  Flanna- 
gan’s  campaign. 

Iannella  had  the  improbable  en¬ 
dorsements  of  both  the  Irish  Times  and 
the  Bay  State  Banner  (the  local  black 
weekly),  as  well  as  M.C.G.L.,  but  that 
diversity  was  not  enough  for  victory. 

Mel  King  Wins 

State  Rep.  Mel  King  also  won  re¬ 
nomination  to  a  fourth  term  from  his 
South  End-Fenway  district,  in  a  race 
which  was  expected  to  be  particularly 
close.  The  race  had  been  targeted  by 
Mayor  Kevin  White’s  machine  as  an 
important  one.  But  Anne  Gulo, 
White’s  candidate,  ended  up  losing  to 
King  by  a  margin  of  about  1906-790 
(unofficial  figures).  King  won  every 
precinct  in  the  district  except  Gulo’s 
home  area,  which  he  lost  by  a  handful 
of  votes. 

At  the  Arlington  Street  Church  on 
election  night,  King  and  Rep.  Barney 
Frank  held  a  joint  victory  celebration. 
The  hundreds  in  attendance  reflected 
the  diversity  of  their  districts:  gay, 
black,  Hispanic,  elderly.  King  said  it 
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was  “a  coalition  the  likes  of  which  this 
city  needs, ”to  which  the  crowd  began 
chanting,  “The  people  united  will 
never  be  defeated.” 

Gulo  had  made  a  strong  pitch  for  the 
large  gay  vote  in  the  district,  but 
M.C.G.L.  chose  King  unanimously 
because  of  his  six  years  of  service  in  the 
district  and  to  the  gay  community. 

The  least  surprising  House  race  was 
in  the  adjacent  Eighth  Suffolk  District, 
in  which  Rep.  Barney  Frank  easily 
turned  back  Victor  Themo  by  a  vote  of 
2678-224.  Frank  will  now  face  Walter 
O’Connor  in  the  November  election. 
Race  for  Governor 

The  upset  of  incumbent  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis  by  Edward  J.  King, 
former  director  of  the  Massachusetts 
Port  Authority,  has  alarmed  the  liberal 
community.  His  campaign  was  largely 
a  negative  one,  attacking  Dukakis  for 
his  positions  on  abortion,  the  raising  of 
the  drinking  age,  and  mandatory  sen¬ 
tences  for  drug  peddlers.  King  raised 
more  than  $500,000,  mainly  due  to  his 
extensive  contacts  in  the  business  com¬ 
munity.  The  Boston  Globe  reported 
that  “gay  rights”  was  another  issue  on 
which  the  two  differed. 

The  third  Democratic  candidate, 
former  Cambridge  Mayor  Barbara 
Ackermann  —  the  choice  of  Rep. 
Barney  Frank  and  the  Mass.  Caucus 
for  Gay  Legislation  —  did  not,  as  had 
been  feared,  make  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  victory  and  defeat  for  Dukakis. 
In  other  words,  even  if  all  of  Acker- 
mann’s  votes  went  to  Dukakis,  King 
still  would  have  won. 

Ackermann  had  promised,  if  elect¬ 
ed,  to  issue  an  executive  order  pro¬ 
tecting  gays  in  state  employment.  Du¬ 
kakis,  who  was  often  criticized  for 
allegedly  being  unreachable  and  rigid, 
had  promised  to  sign  gay  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  legislation  should  it  pass  the 
legislature,  but  his  campaign  office  did 


from  GCN. 

In  the  Republican  gubernatorial 
contest,  State  Rep.  Francis  W.  Hatch 
defeated  West  Roxbury  businessperson 
Edward  F.  King  by  a  comfortable  mar¬ 
gin  of  55-45.  Hatch  painted  both  Kings 
as  extremists  and,  in  his  election  night 
victory  speech,  urged  disaffected 
Democrats  and  independents  to  select 
him,  as  the  candidate  of  “modera¬ 
tion.”  The  Republican  King  had  vi¬ 
gorously  attacked  Hatch  for  his  spon¬ 
sorship  of  gay  rights  bills  in  the 
Legislature. 

Sheriff’s  Contest 

Because  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk 
County  has  the  authority  to  appoint 
deputies  with  police  oowers,  some 
liberal  voters  across  th’  county  were 
understandably  nervous  when  Boston 
City  Councillor  Albert  “Dapper” 
O’Neil  announced  his  intentions  to  un¬ 
seat  incumbent  Sheriff  Dennis  J. 
Kearney.  O’Neil,  who  has  always  been 
a  top  vote-getter  in  the  biennial  council 
elections,  carries  a  loaded  revolver  with 
him  at  all  times  and  chaired  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  committee  to  elect  George 
Wallace  president  in  1976. 

Kearney,  a  28-year  old  former  state 
representative  from  East  Boston  and 
Charlestown  appointed  18  months  ago 
when  his  predecessor  resigned,  said  he 
did  not  view  the  Sheriff’s  position  as  a 
“taw  enforcement”  one,  but  rather  an 
administrative  one. 

Kearney  carried  almost  every 
ward  in  the  city,  as  well  as  the  three 
outlying  communities,  by  margins  of  2, 
3,  and  4  to  1.  His  final  margin  over 
O’Neil  was  about  2-1.  (The  contest 
may  not  be  over  since  O’Neil  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  win  the  Republican  nom¬ 
ination  on  sticker  votes  in  South 
Boston.) 

Kearney  had  voted  in  support  of  gay 
rights  legislation  while  a  member  of  the 
House  and  was  endorsed  by  the  Mass. 


not  respond  to  repeated  letters  and 
telephone  calls  from  M.C.G.L.  or 


Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation. 


Clipper  £M)tP 


Antiques 
and  Guest  House 

The  guest  house  with  ambiance. 
Heated,  air  conditioned  rooms  and 
efficiencies,  with  lounge,  library, 
and  stereo  in  the  heart  of  Ogunquit. 
Open  all  year  with  budget  rates 
after  Labor  Day. 

46  MAIN  ST.,  OGUNQUIT,  ME.,  (207)  646-9735 


John  P  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 
2  Park  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


florist: 

NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Funeral  Designs  —  Hospital  —  Birthday  —  Anniversaries 
Holiday  Centerpieces,  and  any  other  special  occasion. 
LOCATED  IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE  NEW  SOUTH  END 

r  towers  and  Plants  For  All  Major  Credit  Flowers  H  ired 

All  Occasions  Cards  Accepted  Anywhere  In  The  ff  orld 

10%  DISCOUNT  (with  coupon) 
CASH  &  CARRY  DURING  SEPT. 

247-35001 
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HOMOSEXUALITIES 

A  Study  of  Diversity  Among  Men  and  Women. 

By  Dr.  Alan  P.  Bell  and  Dr.  Martin  S.  Weinberg. 

505  pp.  New  York:  Simon  and  Schuster.  $12.95 

Reviewed  by  Robert  Etherington 

Several  years  ago,  the  Federal  government  in  its  infinite  wisdom  recognized 
(no  doubt  reluctantly)  that  gay  people  were  here  to  stay  and  would  be  increasing 
their  demands  for  job  opportunities  in  the  public  as  well  as  private  sector.  What 
were  gay  people  really  like?  Were  they  victims  of  severe  psychological  problems, 
rendering  them  untit  for  government  work?  Were  they  too  dizzy,  too  daffy?  Were 
they  capable  of  being  Good  Citizens? 

To  learn  the  answers  to  these  and  similar  questions,  the  National  Institute  for 
Mental  Health  granted  $278,000  to  the  Institute  for  Sex  Research  at  Indiana 
University  to  conduct  a  grand  and  general  study  of  the  life-styles  and  personality 
traits  of  homosexuals.  The  end  result  of  ten  years  or  research  (and  the  infusion  of 
additional  funds  from  other  sources)  is  Homosexualities,  A  Study  in  Diversity 
Among  Men  and  Women,  by  Institute  staff  members  Dr.  Alan  Bell  and  Dr.  Martin 
Weinberg. 

Was  the  government’s,  i.e.  our  own  money  well  spent?  Did  Bell  and  Weinberg 
uncover  data  which  can  give  us  new  insights  into  what  it  does  or  doesn’t  mean  to  be 
gay  in  America?  Will  the  study  improve  the  political  and  social  lot  of  homosex¬ 
uals? 

Before  answering,  I  must  admit  to  a  profound  bias. 

I  have  long  believed  that  the  first  two 
Kinsey  Reports,  Sexual  Behavior  in  the 
Human  Male  and  Sexual  Behavior  in 
the  Human  Female,  are  among  the 
greatest  scientific  works  of  modern 
times,  and,  were  I  of  religious  temper- 
ment,  I  would  regard  their  author  with 
reverence  and  erect  shrines  in  his  mem¬ 
ory.  The  late  and  greatly  lamented  Al¬ 
fred  Kinsey  was  the  first  to  state  un¬ 
equivocally  th  homosexual  behavior 
was  in  no  way  “unnatural,”  and  to 
provide  evidence  to  support  that 
statement.  He  delighted  in  throwing  at 
the  Freudians  whatever  rhetorical  mis¬ 
siles  were  available,  believing  psy¬ 
chiatry  to  be  basically  erotophobic.  He 
scornfully  condemned  those  who 
would  deprive  teenagers  of  the  right  to 
engage  freely  in  sexual  behavior,  mar¬ 
shalling  facts  to  prove  that  such  behav¬ 
ior  need  not  be  destructive  or  danger¬ 
ous.  He  regarded  sexual  “eccentrics” 
of  all  kinds  with  a  deep  affection  be¬ 
cause  of  what  he  thought  they  could 
teach  him  about  the  wide,  almost  limit¬ 
less  range  of  human  sexuality.  And, 
above  all,  he  had  an  unshakeable  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  truth,  and  a  determination 
to  follow  facts  wherever  they  led  him, 
no  matter  how  scandalous  the  end  of 
the  journey  might  be.  About  his  studies 
of  human  sexuality  one  can  truly  say 
Per  Scientiam  ad  Justitiam . 

Because  of  such  an  extravagant, 
though  surely  justified  bias,  I  tend  to 
regard  any  and  all  post-Kinsey  research 
studies  with  a  jaundiced  eye.  My  first 
instinct  is  to  compare  them  to  Kinsey’s 
work  and,  almost  inevitably,  I  find 
them  wanting,  either  because  the  sam¬ 
plings  aren’t  large  or  random  enough, 
or  because  such  studies  are  cold  and 
bloodless,  lacking  Kinsey’s  almost 
childlike  delight  in  the  great  variety  of 
human  sexual  experience. 

I  cannot  exempt  Bell  and  Wein- 
b.-rg’s  Homosexualities  from  such  cri¬ 
ticisms,  even  though  it  is  an  official 
publication  of  Kinsey’s  own  Institute 
for  Sex  Research  and  is  also  “politi¬ 
cally  correct”  in  its  insistence  that 
“few  homosexual  men  and  women 
conform  to  the  hideous  stereotype 
most  people  have  of  them.”  Homosex¬ 
ualities  has  problems  both  scientific 
and  aesthetic,  so  that  however  much  I 
might  want  to  applaud,  indeed  do  ap¬ 
plaud,  its  supportive  attitudes  concern¬ 
ing  gay  people,  I  must  still  consider  it 
less  than  successful. 

The  basic  idea  behind  the  study  was 
to  conduct  face-to-face  interviews  with 
a  large  sampling  of  gay  people  (men 


and  women,  black  and  white)  to  see 
how  well  or  badly  they  have  adjusted 
to  their  homosexuality  and  how  great 
and  effect  homosexuality  has  had  on 
their  social  or  professional  lives,  i.e., 
how  happy  or  unhappy  they  are  as  ho¬ 
mosexuals.  The  answers  of  the  gay  res¬ 
pondents  would  then  be  compared  to 
the  answers  given  by  heterosexual  res¬ 
pondents  to  similar  “happiness”  ques¬ 
tions  to  see  if  the  gay  respondents  were 
more  or  less  happy  than  the  straight 
respondents.  Arguably,  the  most  sen¬ 
sational  finding  of  the  study  (and  the 
one  most  flattering  to  gay  people)  is 
that  a  surprisingly  large  number  of 
gays  are  no  less  “happy,”  and  some 
are  even  happier,  than  straight  people. 
But  a  problem  remains:  how  happy  is 
“happy”?  Respondents  could  believe 
themselves  deleriously  happy  on 
Monday  but  utterly  wretched  on  Wed¬ 
nesday.  And  what  does  “happy”  really 
mean,  anyway? 

During  an  interview  with  Dr.  Bell 
(an  unusually  charming  and  articulate 
man  —  so  much  so  that  it  seems  almost 
churlish  to  criticize  his  work)  —  I 
asked  how  much  weight  can  be  as¬ 
signed  to  people’s  self-assessments 
concerning  “happiness.”  Dr.  Bell  ad¬ 
mitted  that  he  “doesn’t  really  know,” 
but  hopes  to  do  a  study  someday  on 
what  people  really  mean  when  they  say 
they’re  “happy.”  Surely  such  an  ad- 


A  Monumental  Study: 

Less  Than  Monumental  Results 


mission  seriously  undermines  the  entire 
study. 

But  there  is  an  even  greater  problem. 

Eschewing  any  attempt  at  a  nation¬ 
wide  survey  of  homosexual  men  and 
women,  Bell  and  Weinberg  instead 
chose  to  study  gay  people  in  a  single 
community.  This  in  itself  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  unscientific.  Though  a  single 
community  can  never  be  entirely  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  nation,  it  can  none¬ 
theless  possess  certain  qualities  or  cha¬ 
racteristics  shared  by  many,  if  not  all 
other  communities  of  similar  size. 
Thus,  a  thorough  sociological  study  of 
one  carefully  chosen  community  can  be 
taken  as  reasonably  representative  of 
many  other  communities  (cf.  the 
Lynd’s  extremely  famous 
Middletown).  Bell  and  Weinberg’s 
community,  however,  is  San  Francis¬ 
co,  an  eccentric  metropolis  so  unlike 
the  rest  of  America  that  studying  its 
inhabitants,  gay  or  straight,  is  rather 
like  trying  to  learn  about  Venus  by 
studying  life  on  Mars. 

Bell  and  Weinberg  attempt  to  get 
around  this  by  reminding  us  of  “the 
nonrepresentative  nature  of  other  in¬ 
vestigators’  samples,”  a  weak  tu 
quoque  argument.  They  further  main¬ 
tain  that  “nowhere  has  a  random  sam¬ 
ple  of  American  homosexual  men  and 
women  ever  been  obtained  .  .  .  and  it  is 
extremely  unlikely  that  any  investiga¬ 
tor  will  ever  be  in  a  position  to  say  that 
this  or  that  is  true  of  a  given  percentage 
of  all  homosexuals.”  I  simply  refuse  to 
believe  this.  Given  enough  time,  money 
and  determination,  one  should  be  able 
to  obtain  a  random  sampling  of  gay 
people,  or  indeed  any  group.  And  even 
if  a  truly  random  sampling  proves  to  be 
too  difficult  to  obtain,  surely  investi¬ 
gators  can  choose  sampling  sites  less 
bizarre  than  San  Francisco  or,  at  the 
very  least,  compare  San  Francisco  to 
other,  more  conventional,  communi¬ 
ties.  Homosexualities  does  not  attempt 
this. 

I  asked  Dr.  Bell  why  San  Francisco 
was  chosen  as  the  study  site.  Part  of  his 
answer  was  reasonable,  if  regrettable: 


If  an  investigator  wishes  to  conduct  such  lengthy 
interviews,  he  automatically  limits  his  sampling  to 
those  who  are  willing  to  sit  still  for  five  hours.  Surely 
not  many  people  are  so  sedentary  or  garrulous. 

“We  could  only  interview  in  one 
place.  .  .  .  Finances  would  not  permit 
us  to  interview  in  many  different  local¬ 
ities,”  (i.e.,  the  government  was  too 
stingy).  But  he  further  remarked  that: 

Up  until  now,  most  reports  on  homosexuality 
have  been  based  on  people  living  in  very  diffi¬ 
cult  social  and/or  psychological  circum¬ 
stances,  such  as  clinical  samples,  prison  sam¬ 
ples,  etc.  .  .  .  We  wanted  to  interview  people 
living  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances 
to  see  if  perhaps  their  reports  would  differ 
from  the  usual  reports.  (My  italics) 


A  Study  of  Diversity 


And  certainly  San  Francisco  is 
“favorable”  to  gay  people.  Homosex¬ 
ualities  refers  regularly  to  “San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  particularly  liberal  ethos,”  and 
to  the  way  in  which  “the  San  Francisco 
community  maintains  and  reinforces 
various  styles  of  homosexual  life  and 
behavior.”  But  in  so  frequently  re¬ 
marking  on  San  Francisco’s  “favor¬ 
able”  (i.e.,  unusual)  environment,  are 
not  Bell  and  Weinberg  tacitly  admitting 
that  Homosexualities  has  no  more 
scientific  validity  that,  say,  Bieber’s 
notorious  psychiatric  study?  After  all, 
Bieber  studied  only  gay  people  in  psy¬ 
chotherapy,  hardly  a  random  sampling 
and  certainly  an  unfavorable  environ¬ 
ment,  one  that  would  inevitably  show 
that  gay  people  were  more  suscept  i  ble 
to  neuroses  or  psychoses  than  the  gen¬ 
eral  population.  Bell  and  Weinberg,  on 
the  other  hand,  by  choosing  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  as  their  study  site,  have  surely 
erred  in  the  opposite  direction.  In  Ho¬ 
mosexualities,  many,  if  not  all,  of  the 
gay  respondents  emerge  as  being  hap¬ 
pier  or  better  adjusted  to  their  homo¬ 
sexuality  than  most  gays  in  America 
would  probably  be. 


Alan  Bell 


Much  of  my  criticism  would  have  been  unjustified 
had  Bell  and  Weinberg  explicitly  said,  “You  see  what 
happy  lives  gay  people  can  lead  in  an  agreeable 
environment?  Go  thou,  America,  and  create  a  similar 
environment.” 
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Thus,  speaking  of  gay  peoples’  atti¬ 
tudes  about  their  jobs,  Bell  and  Wein¬ 
berg  write: 

The  most  striking  feature  of  our  data  about 
homosexual  male  repsondents’  working  lives 
seems  to  be  that  they  refute  the  popular  no¬ 
tions  about  homosexual  men  shifting  from 
job  to  job  as  their  sexual  orientation  becomes 
(or  threatens  to  become)  known,  or  being 
forced  on  account  of  it  to  stay  in  an  un¬ 
pleasant,  perhaps  poorly  paid  position.  They 
reported  work  histories  fully  as  stable  as  the 
heterosexual  men’s  and  described  themselves 
as  even  more  satisfied  with  their  working  situ¬ 
ations  and  salaries. 

This  data  is  obviously  affected  by  the 
environment  in  which  the  respondents 
live.  Because  San  Francisco  is  reason¬ 
ably  supportive  of  its  large  gay  com¬ 
munity,  gay  people  need  not  be  partic¬ 
ularly  fearful  of  losing  their  jobs 
should  their  homosexuality  become 
known.  This  is  definitely  not  typical  of 
the  rest  of  America;  if  it  were  typical, 
there  would  be  little  need  for  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  legislation.  Bell  and  Wein¬ 
berg’s  choice  of  San  Francisco  as  a 
study  site  thus  makes  the  lot  of  gay 
people  in  America  appear  to  be  better 
than  it  really  is. 

Additional  problems  include  the 
method  whereby  data  was  collected 


In  so  frequently  remarking  on  San  Francisco’s 
“favorable”  (i.e.  unusual)  environment,  are  not  Bell 
and  Weinberg  tacitly  admitting  that  Homosexualities 
has  no  more  scientific  validity  than,  say,  Bieber’s 
notorious  psychiatric  study? 


from  the  various  respondents.  Bell  and 
Weinberg  quite  correctly  rejected  the 
mailed  questionnaire  in  favor  of  the 
face-to-face  interview,  a  research 
method  introduced  into  sex  research  by 
Kinsey.  But  unlike  the  Kinsey  inter¬ 
views,  which  rarely  lasted  more  than 
two  hours,  the  Bell  and  Weinberg  in¬ 
terviews,  using  hundreds  of  questions, 
took  up  to  five  hours  to  complete.  Kin¬ 
sey  warned  against  such  lengthy  inter¬ 
views,  since  respondents  tire  and  lapses 
in  memory  are  bound  to  appear  after 
the  first  two  hours.  Even  reinterview¬ 
ing  several  respondents  to  test  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  the  data  (as  Bell  and  Wein¬ 
berg  did)  cannot  entirely  guard  against 
the  ill  effects  of  fatigue.  I  asked  Dr. 
Bell  about  this,  but  he  felt  that  reinter¬ 
viewing  various  respondents  was  ade¬ 
quate  protection  against  inaccurate 
data.  I  am  not  so  sure. 

It  must  also  be  said  that  if  an  inves¬ 
tigator  wishes  to  conduct  such  lengthy 
interviews,  he  automatically  limits  his 
sampling  to  those  who  are  willing  to  sit 
still  for  five  hours.  Surely  not  many 
people  are  so  sedentary  or  garrulous. 

Homosexualities  does  attempt  one 
innovation:  breaking  down  the  homo¬ 
sexual  respondents  into  categories  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  usual  socio-economic 
categories.  Instead  of  classifying  re¬ 
spondents  by  age,  occupation,  etc.. 
Bell  and  Weinberg  instead  chose,  or 
rather,  ended  up  with  sexual  life-style 
typologies:  Close-Coupled  (those  in 
stable,  monogamous  relationships); 
Open-Coupled  (those  in  semi-monoga¬ 
mous  relationships,  with  one  or  both 
partners  cheating  a  bit  on  the  side); 
Functionals  (those  randy  types  who 
play  the  field);  Dysfunctionals  (those 
with  sexual  problems);  and  Asexuals 
(those  with  limited  or  non-existent  sex 
lives). 

I  asked  Dr.  Bell  if  there  was  any  par¬ 
ticular  theoretical  basis  for  using  such 
novel  typologies  in  lieu  of  the  more 
conventional  socio-economic  categor¬ 
ies.  Bell  emphasized  that  he  didn’t 
choose,  but  rather  ended  up  with  them 
(i.e.  the  data  fit  neatly  into  them),  and, 
in  any  case,  he  didn’t  entirely  neglect 
the  ordinary  socio-economic  variables. 
This  is  to  some  degree  true,  but  a  few 
interesting  socio-economic  questions 
go  unasked.  For  example,  what  effect 
(if  any)  does  the  locale  of  one’s  up¬ 
bringing  have  on  one’s  subsequent  sex 
life?  Is  one  with  an  urban  upbringing 
more  likely  to  be,  say,  a  Functional?  In 
what  typologies  would  those  with  rural 
backgrounds  probably  end  up?  A  more 
conventional  socio-economic  survey 
would  have  attempted  to  learn  the  en¬ 
vironment  in  which  the  respondents 
were  brought  up.  Although  Bell  and 
Weinberg’s  respondents  were  largely 
not  natives  of  San  Francisco,  no  effort 
was  made  to  discover  where  they  were 
born  and  raised,  hence,  we  cannot 


Homosexualities  clearly  demonstrates  that,  given  a 
reasonably  supportive  environment,  it  is  perfectly 
possible  for  gay  people  to  lead  lives  that  are  happy, 
productive  and  generally  worth  living. 


learn  what  influence  locale  of  upbring¬ 
ing  may  have  on  sexual  life-styles. 

And  even  when  conventional  socio¬ 
economic  variables  are  used,  no  real 
explanation  is  given  for  certain  inter¬ 
esting  facts  they  reveal.  Thus,  Dys¬ 
functionals  are  more  likely  to  have  a 
higher  education  than  respondents  in 
other  categories.  Why?  The  text  pro¬ 
vides  no  answer,  so  I  asked  Dr.  Bell, 
who  speculated  that  better  educated 
gay  people  were  more  likely  to  be  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  usually  homophobic 
psychiatric  literature  concerning 
homosexuality,  and  to  have  allowed 
such  literature  to  adversely  affect  their 
own  sexual  attitudes.  This  is  a  plausible 
answer,  but  I  wish  Homosexualities 
had  delved  more  deeply  into  the  whole 
question. 

When  respondents  are  broken 
down  racially,  another  interesting  fact 
is  revealed:  blacks  tend  to  be  sexually 
far  more  active  than  whites.  Why? 
Again  the  text  itself  provides  no 
answer,  but  Dr.  Bell  told  me,  “at  the 
risk  of  perpetrating  a  stereotype,”  that 
blacks  are  perhaps  less  sexually 
inhibited  than  whites.  I  myself  have 
another  possible  answer:  the  average 
black  appears  to  be  more  active  than 
the  average  white  because  he  is  younger 
than  the  average  white.  For  various 
reasons.  Bell  and  Weinberg  were  un¬ 
able  to  obtain  an  adequate  sampling  of 
older  blacks,  with  the  result  that  the 
average  black  respondent  in  this  study 
is  younger  than  the  average  white 
respondent.  Because  younger  people 
tend  to  be  more  sexually  active  than 
older  people,  the  average  black  is 
bound  to  appear  more  active  than  the 
average  white.  And  herein  lies  the 
greatest  weakness  of  Bell  and  Wein¬ 
berg’s  sexual  typologies:  their  insta¬ 
bility  and  failure  to  provide  adequately 
for  the  aging  process.  A  younger  per¬ 
son  may  be  classified  as  a  Functional 
because  he  wants  to  be  sexually  very 
active  and  is  unwilling  to  enter  a 
monogamous  relationship.  When  that 
same  person,  however,  reaches  middle 
age,  he  might  want  to  settle  down  with 
a  single  partner,  that  is,  become  a 
Closed-Coupled  homosexual.  In  old 
age,  his  sex  life  might  dwindle  to 
almost  nothing,  making  him  an 
Asexual.  All  of  these  categories  are 
little  more  than  static  snapshots  of  the 
gay  experience  and  we  are  told  nothing 
about  when,  if,  or  how  respondents 
pass  through  them. 

I  asked  Dr.  Bell  about  this  problem. 
He  remarked  that 

We  did  try  to  look  at  some  of  the  stages 
people  went  through,  but  the  way  we  did  it 
was  so  bolixed  up,  it  just  became  impossible.  I 
think  it  can  be  done;  I  think  it  should  be  done. 

It  would  certainly  be  interesting  to  look  at  se¬ 
quences  of  life-styles  that  we  weren’t  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  look  at. 

It  must  also  be  said  that  Bell  and 
Weinberg  did  not  break  down  their 
heterosexual  respondents  into  similar 
sexual  typologies.  Dr.  Bell  informed 
me  that  lack  of  money  was  the  princi¬ 
ple  reason,  something  over  which  Bell 
obviously  had  no  control.  Nonetheless, 
it  is  a  serious  shortcoming  in  the  study 
that  we  cannot  compare,  say,  Close- 


Coupled  gays  to  Close-Coupled 
straights.  Bell  and  Weinberg  maintain 
that  Close-Coupled  gays  tend  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  contented  with  their  lives, 
more  so  than  most  straights.  But  which 
category(ies)  of  straights?  Homosex¬ 
ualities  can’t  tell  us. 

I  do  not  wish  to  leave  the  reader  with 
the  impression  that  the  Bell  and  Wein¬ 
berg  study  is  worthless  —  far  from  it. 
Homosexualities  clearly  demonstrates 
that,  given  a  reasonably  supportive  en¬ 
vironment,  it  is  perfectly  possible  for 
gay  people  to  lead  lives  that  are  happy, 
productive  and  generally  worth  living. 
Indeed,  much  of  my  criticism  would 
have  been  unjustified  had  Bell  and 
Weinberg  explicitly  said,  “You  see 
what  happy  lives  gay  people  can  lead  in 
an  agreeable  environment?  Go  thou, 
America,  and  create  a  similar  environ¬ 
ment.” 

It  is  true  that  Bell  and  Weinberg 
have  accumulated  an  enormous 
amount  of  data  concerning  the  sexual 
and  social  lives  of  gay  people.  (Indeed, 
one  could  argue  that  Bell  and  Wein¬ 
berg  spent  too  much  time  accumulating 
data  and  not  enough  time  analyzing  it.) 


Martin  S.  Weinberg 

This  material  lies  at  the  Institute  for 
Sex  Research,  a  great  pile  of  poten¬ 
tially  useful  information  for  any  and 
all  social  scientists. 

But  there  remains  one  criticism  that 
is  neither  methodological  or  scientific, 
but  rather  aesthetic.  Homosexualities 
is  simply  not  well  written.  Its  sen¬ 
tences,  larded  with  statistics,  clunk 
along  coldly,  leaving  one  with  the  im¬ 
pression  that,  though  gays  are  perhaps 
nice  people,  they  are  certainly  deadly 
dull.  Scientific  or  sociological  writing 
need  not  be  boring.  The  Lynd’s  Mid¬ 
dletown,  already  mentioned,  is  ade¬ 
quately  written,  as  is  Dollard’s  equally 
famous  Caste  and  Class  in  a  Southern 
Town.  And  large  parts  of  the  two  origi¬ 
nal  Kinsey  Reports  are  not  only  well 
written  but  are  almost  literature, 
perhaps  because  Kinsey  never  lost  sight 
of  the  fact  that  he  was  writing  not 
about  numbers  but  about  people,  for 
all  of  whom  he  had  great  affection  and 
for  whose  sexual  problems  he  felt  a 
deep  concern.  Such  affection  and  con¬ 
cern  seem  to  be  missing  from  Homo¬ 
sexualities,  and  the  study  is  the  poorer 
for  it. 
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Homosexualities 

How  Counselors  Should  Use 


Book 


By  George  Lewis  Fields,  M.D. 

Homosexualities,  the  new  book  by 
the  Kinsey  Institute  researchers  Alan 
Bell  and  Martin  Weinberg,  is  perhaps 
the  most  extensive  sociological  and 
psychological  study  of  gay  people  to 
date.  It  will  surely  take  its  place  in  the 
standard  reference  literature  alongside 
—  or  better  yet,  in  place  of  —  the 
works  of  Bieber,  Socarides,  and  others 
of  that  persuasion.  Yet  gay  people,  and 
especially  those  who  work  profession¬ 
ally  helping  gays,  need  to  be  aware  of 
what  this  book  is  and  what  it  is  not. 

The  authors’  attitude  is  that  a  more 
accurate  and  realistic  understanding  of 
gays  emerges  when  they  are  viewed  as 
whole  human  beings  and  not  just  in 
terms  of  their  sexual  acts.  The  conclu¬ 
sions  they  reach  are  important  and 
unambiguous:  homosexuality  is  not 
necessarily  related  to  pathology,  and 
by  most  parameters  of  psychological 
health,  gays  and  straights  score  alike. 
This,  along  with  well  reasoned  and  hu¬ 
mane  appeals  to  community,  business, 
and  government  leaders  to  re-examine 
the  restrictive  policies  affecting  gay 
people,  will  insure  the  book’s  populari¬ 
ty  in  many  segments  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  It  will  be  a  solid  source  of  en¬ 
lightenment  to  straight  people  who 
know  little  of  gay  life.  This  is  timely, 
courageous,  and  sorely  needed  in  the 
face  of  widespread  ignorance  that  is 
too  often  politically  exploited  today. 

But  what  does  the  book  offer  gay 
people  who  want  to  deepen  their  under¬ 
standing  of  themselves?  Or  the  thera¬ 


pist  who  wants  to  help  gay  people  to 
such  understanding?  Bell  and  Wein¬ 
berg  appear  to  address  this  issue  when 
they  express  the  hope  that  their  book 
“will  help  diminish  the  forces  of  inter¬ 
personal  alienation  and  enable  people 
to  become  increasingly  reconciled  to 
themselves  as  well  as  to  others.  .  .  .” 
They  add  that  “between  the  time  of 
their  coming  out  and  whatever  years 
remain,  homosexual  men  and  women 
must  become  increasingly  aware  of  the 
array  of  options  they  have  in  "their 
lives.” 

Unfortunately,  it  is  precisely  in  this 
area  of  self-understanding  that  the 
book  makes  its  poorest  contribution. 
For  instance,  the  authors  set  out  to 
show  the  diversity  of  gay  experience 
and  clarify  the  differences  between 
gays  and  straights  by  constructing  a 
new  typology  of  the  various  kinds  of 
homosexual  individuals  —  hence  the  ti¬ 
tle  “Homosexualities.”  At  the  risk  of 
oversimplifying,  the  categories  can  be 
briefly  described  as  follows:  (1)  close- 
coupled  —  the  happily  married;  (2) 
open-coupled  —  the  swinging  married; 

(3)  functionals  —  the  swinging  singles; 

(4)  dysfunctionals;  and  (5)  asexuals. 

Most  ot  us  will  quickly  recognize  the 

first  three  types  and  realize  that  they 
have  counterparts  in  both  straight  and 
gay  settings,  though  perhaps  with 
different  frequency.  But  who  are  the 
“dysfunctionals”  and  “asexuals”? 
This  is  an  important  question,  because 
a  major  finding  of  the  study  is  that 
most  of  the  observable  differences 
between  straights  and  gays  can  be  as¬ 
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cribed  to  gay  people  belonging  to  the 
last  two  groups. 

Bell  and  Weinberg  define  the  dys¬ 
functionals  as  the  “group  which  most 
clearly  resembles  the  stereotype  of  the 
tormented  homosexual.  .  .  .  (They  are) 
troubled  people  whose  lives  offer  them 
little  gratification.  .  .  .  They  seem  to 
have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  managing 
their  existence  and  most  aspects  of 
their  lives  are  problematic.  .  .  .” 
Asexuals  are  even  more  unfortunate. 
They  are  isolated  and  minimally  in¬ 
volved  with  others.  The  authors  con¬ 
clude  that  “these  people’s  quiet,  with¬ 
drawn  lives  are  the  inevitable  product 
of  an  underlying  apathy  toward  the 
panoply  of  human  experience.” 

Is  all  this  meant  to  imply  that  the 
straight  stereotype  is  partly  true?  Is 
homosexuality  somehow  uniquely 
associated  with  the  special  subtypes 
“dysfunctional”  or  “asexual”?  If  so, 
we  urgently  need  to  understand  why. 
The  purpose  of  the  study,  according  to 
the  authors,  is  to  analyze  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  homosexuals’  life-styles 
and  their  social  and  psychological  ad¬ 
justment.  But  for  these  two  categories 
of  homosexuals,  the  authors  offer  no 
insight  into  why  they  are  inhibited 
from  realizing  their  full  “array  of  op¬ 
tions”  and  instead  lead  such  unfulfill- 


picture  minority  groups  in  the  most 
negative  way  in  order  to  justify  oppres¬ 
sion.  As  a  psychiatrist,  I  am  concerned 
that  if  gay  people  attach  these  labels 
uncritically  to  themselves,  they  will  be¬ 
come  a  hindrance  rather  than  a  help  to 
growth  and  constructive  change. 

If  Homosexualities  does  not  always 
provide  insight,  it  nevertheless  points 
out  many  issues  that  deserve  our  seri¬ 
ous  attention.  Therapists  and  others 
who  work  with  gay  people  can  profit¬ 
ably  use  it  to  increase  their  awareness  of 
the  range  of  problems  that  gays  are 
likely  to  face. 

Bell  and  Weinberg  found  that  at 
least  half  of  the  gays  surveyed  (whether 
black  or  white,  male  or  female)  had 
voluntarily  sought  the  help  of  a  profes¬ 
sional  therapist  because  of  emotional 
problems.  Although  their  distress  was 
often  associated  with  sexuality,  the 
overwhelming  majority  had  no  desire 
to  change  their  sexual  orientation  when 
they  decided  to  go  into  therapy.  In¬ 
stead  they  wanted  help  with  their  per¬ 
sonal  relationships.  They  wanted  to 
work  out  difficulties  arising  from  inti¬ 
macy.  The  severest  problems  —  includ¬ 
ing  depression  and  attempted  suicide 
—  were  most  likely  to  occur  when  a  sig¬ 
nificant  relationship  was  breaking 
down  or  dissolving.  Now  this  is  no- 


Bell  and  Weinberg  found  that  at  least  half  of  the  gays 
surveyed . . .  had  voluntarily  sought  the  help  of  a  pro¬ 
fessional  therapist  because  of  emotional  problems. 
Although  their  distress  was  often  associated  with 
sexuality,  the  overwhelming  majority  had  no  desire 
to  change  their  sexual  orientation  when  they  decided 
to  go  into  therapy.  Instead  they  wanted  help  with 
their  personal  relationships. 


ing  lives.  We  are  left  with  a  nomencla¬ 
ture  that  does  not  aid  our  understan¬ 
ding. 

There  is  a  possible  explanation.  Per¬ 
haps  dysfunctionals  and  asexuals  are 
not  uniquely  gay.  Perhaps  they  are  first 
and  foremost  human  beings  who  are 
experiencing  some  profound  personal 
distress,  and  their  sexual  preference  is 
only  incidental.  If  society  chooses  to 
focus  on  such  individuals  for  its  stereo¬ 
types,  that  does  not  tell  us  much  about 
gay  life-styles.  It  does  tell  us  some¬ 
thing,  however,  about  the  workings  of 
prejudice  and  the  majority’s  need  to 


thing  unusual  and  straights  have  the 
same  difficulties,  but  with  discourag¬ 
ing  frequency  gay  patients  found  their 
therapists  to  be  less  helpful  in  dealing 
with  their  distress. 

Bell  and  Weinberg  correctly  stress 
that  counselors  need  to  increase  their 
sensitivity  to  the  fact  that  gays  do  face 
special  difficulties  in  their  attempts  to 
maintain  viable  partnerships.  They 
need  to  comprehend  why  homosexuali¬ 
ty  is  problematic,  and  why  an  indivi¬ 
dual  may  fail  to  establish  an  ongoing 
relationship  with  a  same-sex  partner. 

Continued  on  page  17 
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Homosexualities 

Nothing  New  About  Lesbians 


By  Nancy  Walker 

It  was  with  great  expectations  that  I, 
having  read  some  of  the  straight  press 
reviews  of  Homosexualities,  began 
reading  the  book  myself.  Before  many 
leaves  were  turned,  the  expectations 
dwindled  to  a  pitiful,  dull  disappoint¬ 
ment.  Elsewhere  in  these  pages,  Robert 
Etherington  explains  the  flaws  in  the 
technique  and  sampling,  so  I  shall  re¬ 
frain  from  casting  my  own  aspersions 
on  those  aspects  of  the  study.  The 
sampling  was  not  sufficiently  diverse, 
and  whatever  else  it  may  or  may  not 
be,  Homosexualities  is  not  a  worthy 
sequel  to  Kinsey’s  profoundly  signifi¬ 
cant  pioneering  work  on  human 
sexuality. 

My  editor  asked  me  to  deal  parti¬ 
cularly  with  the  parts  of  the  book  rele¬ 
vant  to  women.  But  at  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  the  authors,  Alan  P.  Bell  and 
Martin  S.  Weinberg,  say  (p.  34): 

At  the  onset  of  the  study  we  had  hoped 
to  interview  approximately  twice  as 
many  white  males  as  females,  together 
with  enough  blacks  to  provide  a  basis  for 
racial  comparisons.  Several  reasons 
prompted  the  differences  in  the  sizes  of 
our  anticipated  samples.  First,  because 
of  their  greater  number  and  visibility,  the 
problems  and  adaptations  of  homosex¬ 
ual  men  were  of  greater  interest  to  the 
sponsor  of  our  study  (the  National  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Mental  Health)  than  were  those 
of  lesbians.  (Italics  mine.) 

Now  I  am  ready  to  hurl  the  book  out 
the  window.  All  the  subliminal  white 
male  supremacist  feelings  come  shining 


through  in  that  passage.  The  rest  can 
only  be  commentary.  You  can  draw 
your  own  conclusions.  The  authors,  as 
far  as  1  am  concerned,  are  damned  out 
of  their  own  mouths.  It  seems  to  me 
that  they  wanted  to  become  famous. 
They  wanted  the  funding  for  their 
“study.”  Women  didn’t  really  matter. 
Blacks  didn’t  really  matter.  They  were 
only  there  to  throw  the  white  male  into 
high  relief.  No  wonder  the  authors 
claimed  they  couldn’t  get  blacks  to  go 
along  with  the  interviews.  They  were 
too  smart  to  be  willing  guinea  pigs  for 
The  Man.  Apparently  nothing  mat¬ 
tered  to  the  authors  but  getting  them¬ 
selves  accepted  as  valid  inheritors  of 
Kinsey’s  mantle.  And  they  seem  to 
have  impressed  the  straight  media  very 
nicely,  which  certainly  has  not  done  us 


any  harm.  The  book  has  made  some 
people,  at  least,  realize  that  gay,  if  not 
necessarily  good,  is  not  necessarily  bad 
either.  I  really  think  this  is  important. 
After  all,  we  never  can  make  haste  any 
way  but  slowly,  so  every  little  bit  helps. 
But,  I  came  to  all  their  conclusions 
years  ago. 

In  1973,  when  all  this  marvelous  re¬ 
search  was  being  well  paid  for,  I  was 
doing  educationals  in  Toronto,  and  the 
way  I  began  all  my  talks  was  with  a 
little  speech  about  our  diversity.  I  said 
that  the  one  word  I  would  not  use  in 
reference  to  gay  people  was  “all.” 
There  is  nothing  that  is  true  for  all  of 
us.  We  are  different  from  each  other  as 
snow  flakes  and  finger  prints  are  dif¬ 
ferent.  Is  this  such  a  startling  insight? 
Yet  that  is  one  of  the  main  premises  of 
the  book. 

The  book’s  major  areas  of  concern 
are  sexual  experiences,  social  adjust¬ 
ment  and  psychological  adjustment. 
As  any  reasonable  adult  would  sur¬ 
mise,  some  homosexuals  like  them¬ 
selves  and  others  don’t;  some  engage  in 
a  great  deal  of  sexual  activity,  others 
don’t.  Some  had  heterosexual  experi¬ 
ences,  others  didn’t. 

The  findings  are  that  we  are  no 
healthier  or  sicker,  per  se,  than  our 
straight  counterparts.  We  are  often 
happier  than  our  counterparts.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it. 

In  the  study,  somewhat  more  than 
two  thirds  of  the  white  lesbians,  and 


about  60 %  of  the  black  lesbians  con¬ 
sidered  themselves  to  be  exclusively 
homosexual  in  their  current  sexual  be¬ 
havior,  yet  only  a  minority  of  the  white 
lesbians  and  a  bare  majority  of  the 
black  lesbians  described  themselves  as 
exclusively  homosexual  in  both  their 
sexual  activity  and  their  emotions.  The 
findings  showed  more  heterosexual  ex¬ 
periences  among  the  gay  women  than 
among  their  male  counterparts. 

Women  reported  that  their  mothers 
were  more  likely  to  know  about  their 
sexual  orientation  than  their  fathers. 
They  tended  not  to  tell  their  employers 
directly  that  they  were  lesbian.  Contra¬ 
ry  to  expectation,  the  vast  majority  of 
gay  women,  despite  their  willingness  to 
participate  in  the  study,  were  not  will¬ 
ing  to  reveal  their  sexual  preferences 


to  either  members  of  their  families  or 
to  their  employers.  The  closet  is  appar¬ 
ently  not  so  easy  to  come  out  of,  even 
in  California. 

The  frequency  of  homosexual  sex 
was  higher  for  black  women  than  for 
whites.  The  white  women  reported  an 
average  of  once  a  week,  while  the 
blacks  reported  twice  or  more.  Fewer 
than  20%  of  all  gay  women,  white  or 
black,  said  that  they  had  done  any 
cruising  in  the  year  prior  to  the  time  of 
their  interviews.  What  little  cruising 
they  did  was  limited  to  gay  bars.  This 
was  a  very  different  pattern  from  the 
one  that  emerged  in  regard  to  male 
cruising  activities. 

Women  reported  fewer  than  ten 
female  sexual  partners  throughout 
their  entire  homosexual  “careers” 
(awful  word  —  the  authors’,  not 
mine).  Most  of  them  had  never  had  a 
one-night  stand.  They  were  almost 
never  paid  for  homosexual  sex.  Almost 
none  of  them  had  had  any  partners  un¬ 
der  the  age  of  16.  During  the  year  prior 
to  the  interview,  the  majority  of  the 
female  respondents  had  had  only  one 
or  two  sexual  partners. 

Women  reported  fewer  sexual  prob¬ 
lems  than  men  did.  They  had  almost  no 
venereal  disease  as  a  result  of  homo¬ 
sexual  contacts.  Clearly,  there  were 
vast  and  significant  differences  in  the 
sexual  aspects  of  gay  men’s  and  gay 
women’s  lives. 

I  was  interested  to  learn  that  in  this 
sample  the  members  of  closed  couples 
(monogamous)  were  happier  and  better 
adjusted  than  the  members  of  “open 
couples.”  They  also  seemed  more 
content  with  their  lot  than  the  monog¬ 
amous  straight  control  group.  No  great 
surprise  to  me  in  that  finding.  The 
most  unusual  factor  here  was  that  the 
closed  couples  scored  highest  on  the 
self-acceptance  questions  and  the  open 
couples  scored  lowest.  Now  that  gives 
food*for  thought  indeed.  Not  the  foot¬ 


loose  and  fancy-free  singles,  but  those 
in  open  couple  relationships  had  the 
poorest  image  of  themselves. 

The  book,  since  it  is  supposedly 
dealing  with  sexuality,  does  go  into  the 
sexual  techniques  employed  by  gay 
women,  but  I  assume  it  is  not  necessary 
to  give  a  run-down,  detail  by  detail, 
here.  Use  your  imagination.  The  reli¬ 
gious  practices  of  lesbians  were  gone 
into  also.  Most  of  the  white  lesbians  re¬ 
ported  that  they  were  not  at  all  reli¬ 


gious  in  the  conventional  sense.  Fewer 
blacks  were  so  outside  the  religious 
pale.  In  politics  the  lesbians  described 
themselves  as  liberal,  with  slightly 
more  than  themajority  claiming  Demo¬ 
cratic  affiliations. 

More  homosexual  than  heterosexual 
women  had  spent  some  time  in  jail. 
This  was  attributed  to  the  pressures 
and  difficulties  that  gay,  as  opposed  to 
straight,  women  have  to  live  with.  The 
lesbians  in  this  study  spent  most  of 
their  leisure  at  home.  They  didn’t  go  to 
concerts  or  the  theater.  When  it  comes 
to  friendships,  gay  women  have  more 
than  gay  men  or  straight  women. 
The  majority  of  their  friends  are  both 
female  and  gay.  Not  surprising  either. 

The  view  of  gay  women  that  present¬ 
ed  itself  in  this  study  is  not  spectacular 
in  any  way.  It  is  the  profile  of  a  group 
of  basically  healthy,  happy,  fairly  well- 
adjusted  individuals  surrounded  by  a 
society  that  neither  knows  nor  likes 
them  very  much.  It  is  not  a  bad  picture, 
but  it  is  drawn  from  so  few  samples,  all 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area,  and 
from  work  done  in  the  dark  past,  as 
1973  is,  in  terms  or  liberation  and 
awareness  —  it  absolutely  staggers  my 
mind  when  I  see  the  fuss  being  made 
over  it. 

If  you  want  to  believe  good  of  the 
gay  people  in  our  culture,  this  book 
supports  your  view.  If  you  want  to  be¬ 
lieve  ill,  this  book,  in  all  fairness,  does 
nothing  to  prevent  you  from  doing  so. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  say,  “It  comes 
from  a  pro-gay  geographic  location, 
and  the  sample  is  far  too  small  to  prove 
anything.”  It  is  outdated,  despite  the 
authors’  attempt  at  brushing  the  time 
element  aside,  and,  at  best,  it  is  an 
example  of  the  mountain  laboring  and 
bringing  forth  a  mouse. 

It  is  not  ray  intention  to  condemn  the 
book  completely,  out  of  hand.  My  per¬ 
sonal  anger  and  disappointment  (al¬ 
most  no  lesbian  respondents  were 


Jews,  so  where  do  I  fit  in?,  etc.)  in  no 
way  make  less  of  the  positive  nature  of 
the  findings,  nor  of  the  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  authors  to  be  as  thorough  as 
possible  within  the  limited  compass  of 
their  sampling.  That  the  world  “out 
there”  has  taken  the  book  to  its  collec¬ 
tive  bosom  and  praised  it,  and  its  pro¬ 
gay  conclusions,  is  surely  a  fair  feather 
in  our  bonnet,  so  let  the  case  rest  there, 
and  realize  that  there  is  still  room  for  a 
lot  of  meaningful  work  to  be  done. 


Women  didn’t  really  matter.  Blacks  didn’t  really 
matter.  They  were  only  there  to  throw  the  white 
male  into  high  relief. 


. . .  the  authors  claimed  they  couldn’t  get  blacks  to 
go  along  with  the  interviews.  They  were  too  smart  to 
be  willing  guinea  pigs  for  The  Man. 


Rav  Spears 
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INTERVIEW _ 

Patricia  Nell  Warren  in  Hartford 


By  Andy  Boors tein 

Although  she’s  the  author  of  three 
successful  gay  novels  —  the  most 
recent  hitting  the  Dalton  best-seller  list 
shortly  after  its  publication  earlier  this 
month,  Patricia  Nell  Warren  has  lost 
little  of  her  small  town  charm. 

She  is  friendly,  accessible  and  quick 
to  respond  to  criticism  about  her  work 
with  understanding  and  honesty. 
Wearing  a  lavender  smock  and  blue 
jeans,  a  gold  medallion  dangling  from 
her  neck,  Warren  chatted  in  Hartford 
recently  about  her  work,  her  life  and 
her  future.  The  author  of  The  Front 
Runner  and  The  Fancy  Dancer  is  an 
acknowledged  lesbian  who  has  man¬ 
aged  to  retain  much  of  the  warmth  she 
gained  from  growing  up  in  a  small 
town  in  Montana. 

Her  appearance  at  Sonya  Wetstone’s 
Books  and  Cheese  in  Hartford  was  her 
first  anywhere  to  promote  her  new 
book,  The  Beauty  Queen,  which  deals 
with  an  Anita  Bryant-type  character  — 
bom  again  Christian  and  all  —  who 
runs  for  governor  of  New  York  on  an 
anti-gay  platform.  The  visit  to  Hart¬ 
ford,  although  arranged  by  her  pub¬ 
lishers,  was  paid  for  out  of  her  own 
pocket. 

Initial  reviews  of  the  book  have  been 
mixed,  with  many  of  the  reviewers, 
however,  agreeing  that  the  book  is  in¬ 
deed  a  “good  read”  with  a  crisp  style. 

What  Warren  has  intended  to  do  in 
Beauty  Queen  is  portray  her  characters 
as  human,  especially  Jeannie  Colter, 
the  character  based  on  Bryant.  “I  try 
to  get  into  her  mind,  show  her  psyche 
and  let  the  readers  know  why  she  is  be- 


born-again  Christian  movement  in 
order  to  capture  the  obsessive,  compul¬ 
sive  nature  of  Jeannie’s  character. 

“Many  of  my  urban  readers  have 
trouble  with  the  Jeannie  character,” 
Warren  said,  “because  they’ve  not  had 
experience  with  such  a  person.  But, 
believe  me,  once  you  get  away  from  the 
east  or  west  coast,  there  are  people  like 
Jeannie  all  over  and  they  can  be  very 
frightening.” 

Two  of  the  main  characters  in 
Beauty  Queen  are  lesbians  —  the  first 
time  two  lesbians  have  occupied  a 
central  place  in  a  Warren  novel  —  but 
are  not  the  first  lesbian  couple  Warren 
has  written  about.  “The  two  elderly 
women  in  Fancy  Dancer  were  a  lesbian 
couple,”  Warren  said,  “but  some 
people  criticized  their  relationship  for 
being  too  stereotyped  or  hackneyed. 
But  in  that  small  town  in  Montana 
where  that  book  is  set,  theirs  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  type  of  lesbian  relationship 
that  one  would  find.” 

“I  also  wanted  to  write  about  the 
end  of  such  a  relationship  because  of 
the  death  of  one  of  the  partners,”  she 
continued.  “The  loss  of  love  through 
death  is  something  we  don’t  think 
about  or  want  to  think  about,  but  for 
many  people  it’s  very  real  and  I  wanted 
to  bring  this  out.” 

Her  next  book,  tentatively  titled 
Jump  the  Moon,  will  deal  more  exten¬ 
sively  with  a  developing  lesbian 
relationship,  with  much  more  detail 
than  in  the  Mary  Ellen  and  Liv  rela¬ 
tionship  in  Beauty  Queen.  Asked  why 
she  waited  so  long  to  write  about  a 
lesbian  relationship,  Warren  indicated 


“I  wanted  to  write  about  homosex¬ 
uality  and  athletics,”  she  said,  “and 
frankly  a  male  relationship  would  tend 
to  arouse  the  country’s  anger  —  as  it 
does  in  Front  Runner  —  more  so  than 
a  female  relationship.  The  sports  fans 
in  that  book  were  enraged  that  such  a 
virile  hero  could  be  gay. 

“In  the  Fancy  Dancer,  I  wanted  to 
talk  about  religion  and  the  relationship 
between  a  gay  person  and  God.  The 
male  in  the  Catholic  Church  is  the  sym¬ 
bol  of  authority,  the  symbol  of  that 
relationship  and  I  wanted  to  picture 
such  a  priest  in  such  a  crisis.” 

Warren  has  recently  confirmed  plans 
to  write  a  sequel  to  The  Front  Runner 
entitled  Billy’s  Boy,  which  would  focus 
on  the  maturing  of  Billy  Sive’s  son  in 
the  shadow  of  his  tumultuous  past. 
The  boy’s  mother,  a  lesbian,  would  be 
a  major  character  in  the  book  and 


lesbian  relationship. 

Warren  also  has  in  the  works  a  book 
on  bisexuality,  a  project  that  even  pre¬ 
dates  The  Front  Runner.  She  admits  to 
having  had  difficulty  with  the  book, 
but  now  seems  assured  in  the  direction 
she  wants  the  book  to  take. 

And  what  about  the  long  awaited 
movie  version  of  The  Front  Runner ? 
The  project,  Warren  said,  is  far  from 
dead.  Paul  Newman’s  interests  had  the 
original  option  on  the  rights  and  a 
screenplay  —  to  star  Newman  as  the 
coach  —  was  actually  written.  “But 
Newman  apparently  wanted  to  have  his 
cake  and  eat  it  too,”  Warren  said,  “for 
the  coach  was  treated  as  a  character 
making  only  a  brief  foray  into  homo¬ 
sexuality.”  Warren  wasn’t  pleased 
with  this  version  —  “Why  should  they 
bother  to  even  call  it  The  Front  Run¬ 
ner ?”  A  second  screenplay  was  then 
written,  but  Warren  has  never  seen  it. 

Frank  Perry  —  who  made  the  land¬ 
mark  film  David  and  Lisa  —  picked  up 
the  option  on  Front  Runner  after  New¬ 
man  let  it  go.  There  have  been  two 
screenplays  for  this  version,  one  of 
which  Warren  is  very  pleased  with.  She 
is  officially  a  consultant  on  the  project 
and  has  been  closely  involved  with 
Perry  on  the  final  script.  He  is  now 
trying  to  put  together  adequate  financ¬ 
ing  and  finish  up  the  script. 

When  not  writing  novels,  Warren  is 
busy  in  a  full-time  position  as  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  in  the  Condensed  Books 
Division  of  Readers’  Digest.  One  of 
her  recent  projects  was  the  condensing 
of  William  Manchester’s  mammoth 
biography  of  Douglas  MacArthur, 
American  Caesar. 

“My  experience  at  the  Digest  has 
been  very  helpful  in  developing  my 
writing  skills,”  she  said.  “By  editing 
other  people’s  work,  I’m  aware  of  the 
importance  of  cutting  if  something  is 


having  as  she  does,”  Warren  explain-  that  she  had  other  priorities  with  her  Warren  indicated  that  this  woman  overwritten.  And  I’m  not  afraid  to  cut 

ed.  She  did  extensive  research  into  the  books.  would  become  involved  in  her  first  my  own  work.” 
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BOOKS _ 

A  Gay  Irving  Wallace 


THE  QUIRK 

By  Gordon  Merrick. 

284 pp.  Avon  Books,  Addison,  III.; 

$2.25,  paper. 

Reviewed  by  Jeff  Ruda 

Gordon  Merrick  made  an  important 
.  contribution  to  the  earlier  years  of  visi¬ 
ble  gay  pride  with  his  widely  distrib¬ 
uted  novels  unhesitatingly  showing 
that  homosexual  love  could  be  a  good 
v  thing.  He  also  found  a  good  thing  for 
himself  in  helping  prove  the  existence 
of  a  large  market  for  positive  gay  fic¬ 
tion.  With  five  novels  in  print,  Merrick 
is  now  well  on  his  way  to  becoming 
the  Irving  Wallace  of  the  gay  novel 
business.  Apart  from  gayness,  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  his  success  are  standard.  His 
plots  draw  on  great  numbers  of  themes 
current  in  popular  entertainment,  his 
language  has  nearly  the  elegance  and 
density  of  thought  of  a  typical  news¬ 
paper  magazine-supplement  social 
commentary,  and  his  imagery  has  all 
the  poetic  force  of  Howard  Johnson’s 
restaurant  decor. 

Despite  his  second-hand  trendiness 
and  rotten  prose,  Merrick,  to  his  credit, 
refuses  to  allow  himself  the  easiest  path 
as  a  popular  novelist.  The  essence  of  a 
novel  is  plot,  and  it  is  precisely  its  gritty 
plot  which  distinguishes  his  latest 
book,  The  Quirk,  from  the  adolescent 
wet  dreams  presented  as  “New  Gay 
Fiction”  by  the  likes  of  Christopher 
Street  or  Patricia  Nell  Warren.  The  grit 
in  the  story  comes  not  so  much  from  its 
sometimes  clumsy  machinations  as 
from  the  irony  which  determines  how 
the  super-stud  characters  treat  each 

other . 

The  Quirk's  dubiously  heroic  hero  is 
a  26-year-old  American  painter  named 
Rod  MacIntyre.  After  one  successful 
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New  York  show,  he  has  thrown  over  a 
lucrative,  dull  job  and  all  support  from 
his  immensely  rich  family  and  gone  to 
Paris,  to  learn  to  be  poor  and  to  main¬ 
tain  his  artistic  and  social  indepen¬ 
dence.  Arriving  in  Paris  an  unregener¬ 
ate  heterosexual,  he  soon  finds  himself 
involved  with  both  a  woman  and  a 
man.  It  is  difficult  to  accept  the  prem¬ 
ise  that,  after  twenty  six  years  without 
so  much  as  a  homoerotic  fantasy, 
someone  could  turn  out  to  be  primarily 
homosexual  after  all.  Yet  given  that 
premise  and  despite  a  number  of  smal¬ 
ler  problems,  Merrick  shows  some  con¬ 
vincing  human  understanding  in  the 
way  he  makes  it  happen. 

Rod’s  first  “man”  is  a  very  young 
and  adorable  semi-retired  call  boy  who 
gradually  works  his  way  into  Rod’s  sex 
life  through  a  combination  of  extreme¬ 
ly  skillful  teasing  and  complete  psycho¬ 
logical  submission,  with  all  the  compli¬ 
cated  interdependence  and  control  that 
submission  entails.  Rod’s  final  com¬ 
mitment  to  sex  with  men  is  explicitly 
keyed  to  submission-dominance  rela¬ 
tionships,  “so  much  power  to  be 
conquered”  in  the  body  of  his  second 
lover,  with  hints  that  he  himself  is 
learning  to  switch  roles.  Equally  im¬ 
portant,  Rod  has  got  that  far  only  by 
passing  through  increasingly  irrespon¬ 
sible  and  egotistical  behavior  to  a  ner¬ 
vous  breakdown,  including  murderous 
violence,  with  the  effect  of  compromis¬ 
ing  all  his  other  hopes.  He  has  his  cake, 
beef  and  cheese,  and  eats  it  too;  but  the 
price  is  enormous.  This  is  not  a  gay- 
political  upbeat  story. 

I  should  be  noted  that  The  Quirk 
contains  a  number  of  very  graphic  bed¬ 
room  scenes  entirely  comparable  in 
style  and  effect  to  those  in  pornogra¬ 
phic  books;  you  may  or  may  not  be 
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pleased  that  so  much  plot  has  been 
spliced  in  amongst  them.  In  fact,  with 
a  hero  named  Rod,  The  Quirk  needs 
only  a  sense  of  humor  to  be  a  marvel¬ 
ous  parody  of  pretentious  pornogra¬ 
phy.  Unfortunately,  it  has  no  humor 
whatsoever. 


— Advertisement 

Efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have 
failed.  Therefore  we  must  learn  to  prac¬ 
tice  VD  PREVENTION  through  personal 
hygiene.  For  better  health  here  are  some 
highlights  from  our  booklet— 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

FOR  EVERYONE 

Page  2:  The  Sexually  Active  Male 
Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce 
the  possibility  of  catching  VD. 

The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gon¬ 
orrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to 
soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hy¬ 
gienic  purposes. 

Immediately  After  Intercourse: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft 
mushy  soap  into  urinary  opening.  Rinse. 
Repeat  procedure.  Then  urinate  (which 
may  sting).  Extended  exposure  or  delay 
before  washing  diminishes  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  this  preventive  measure. 

Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even 
in  the  absence  of  VD,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections 
such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis) 
or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act, 
use  water-soluble  preparations  that  will 
wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that 
can  leave  a  film  to  trap  germs. 

Note:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head 
of  the  penis  may  trap  germs  which  can 
cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  at¬ 
tention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  un- 
circumcized  penis. 

With  the  development  of  vaccines 
against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  personal 
hygiene  remains  necessary  to  prevent 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For 
example:  a  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  pre¬ 
vent  approximately  half  of  the  reported 
cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not 
gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  Some  Aspects  of  Personal  Hy 
giene  for  Male  and  Female 

Some  infectious  germs  which  are  com¬ 
monly  found  in  the  lower  digestive  tract 
may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Also  present  may  be 
parasites  which  cause  gastro-intestinal 
disorders  if  swallowed  (anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito¬ 
urinary  system  are  highly  susceptible  to 
infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from 
the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of 
careless  cleansing  from  rectum  toward 
vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they 
may  cause  infections,  and  from  which 
they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as 
well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore, 
females  must  not  cleanse  in  the  direction 
of  rectum  to  vagina. 

Today  it  is  considered  that  excessive 
douching  may  disturb  the  chemical  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  vagina.  Frequency  and  content 
should  be  discussed  with  a  physician. 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex 
can  be  greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low 
bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate 
washing  for  disease  prevention  and  pro¬ 
per  cleansing  after  toilet.  The  American 
public,  unfortunately,  has  never  been 
adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages 
of  the  bidet,  and  it  is  not  found  in  homes 
or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used 
and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  geni¬ 
tal  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 
*  *  * 

Men  &  Women:  This  is  only  the  beginning 
of  the  vital  information  contained  in  our 
widely  acclaimed  booklet.  Learn  also 
about: 

The  significance,  during  treatment,  of 
no  alcohol  or  sex  activity  which  may  irri¬ 
tate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure. 

The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is 
required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male — the 
commercially  available  germicidal  prepar¬ 
ation  (Sanitube'5*)  for  use  after  intercourse 
to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female—  cer¬ 
tain  commercially  available  vaginal  contra¬ 
ceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories  and 
jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

*  *  * 

Send  your  tax-free  contribution  for  a 
copy  (quantities  available).  We  need  your 
support.  Learn  these  facts  and  teach  your 
friends.  Help  us  distribute  these  booklets 
and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

93  Worth  Street 
New  York,  NY  10013 


Send  self  addressed 
stamped  envelope  to 


-The  Gay  Health  Collective  ij|j 
\  off  Boston  Prl  H'lrSW 

the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02115(617)  267-7573 
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The  Art  of  The  Poet-Painter 


By  Tony  Domenick 

It  has  become  a  cliche  to  say  that 
great  artists’  work  results  from  the 
tragedy  they  experience  in  their  own 
lives.  The  list  of  painters,  writers  and 
poets  whose  lives  have  been  filled  with 
pain  is  infinite.  Yet,  it  is  the  artist’s 
ability  to  transcend  his/her  suffering 
which  allows  for  a  greater  understand¬ 
ing  of  his/her  position  in  the  world. 
For  Lucienne  Bartfield,  it  is  the  con¬ 
stant  confrontation  with  her  individual 
identities  as  a  painter,  a  woman  and  a 
lesbian  that  makes  her  an  artist. 

Bartfield  began  painting  ten  years 
ago  in  the  mold  of  German  Expression¬ 
ism,  a  period  in  art  history  that 
emphasized  bold,  fresh  strokes  where 
color  is  important  in  depicting  a  par¬ 
ticular  mood  or  emotion.  She  still 
maintains  a  tendency  towards  expres¬ 
sionism  in  her  present  work;  however, 
the  stress  has  shifted  to  presenting  a 
raw  sense  of  emotion  with  a  spiritual 
quality  in  the  abstract  form. 

Dressed  in  a  casual  smock  and  a 
sweater,  Bartfield  describes  herself  as  a 
poet-pairiter  in  which  each  painting  has 
a  title  that  completes  the  picture.  She 
discussed  the  progression  of  her  work. 
“There  is  iriore  of  a  general  mood  now 
as  opposed  to  a  specific  mood  as  in  the 
past.  I  have  just  shifted  the  abstract 
qualities  to  a  more  dominant  position, 
but  I  always  work  with  an  image.”  The 
moods  depicted  in  her  oil  and  water- 
color  paintings  vary  from  the  lonely 
and  the  desolate  to  the  joyous  and  free. 
Color  is  very  suggestive  of  how  she 
wishes  to  project  a  particular  feeling. 


For  example,  in  her  oil  paintings 
“Ominous”  and  “Breeze,”  the  dispar¬ 
ity  between  the  dismal  and  pessimistic 
as  opposed  to  the  bright  and  the 
optimistic  is  clear.  “I  basically  cover 
the  whole  gamut  of  emotional  moods, 
in  an  almost  Wordsworthian  sense  but 
I  don’t  view  nature  in  Pantheistic 
terms,”  she  said.  Bartfield  is  primarily 
concerned  with  the  universal  mood  as 
opposed  to  an  individual  one.  For 
example,  in  a  portrait  painting,  if  she 
wanted  to  express  sadness,  it  would  not 
be  the  individual  sadness  of  the 
personality  but  a  more  general  sadness. 

In  a  subtle  but  eloquent  speaking 
style,  she  continued  speaking  about  the 
experiences  that  influenced  her  art:“I 
believe  there  are  people  who  are  born 
with  an  innate  talent  and  through  life 
experiences  they  become  artists  .  My 
life  experiences  were  so  extreme  and 
extraordinary  that  they  forced  me  to 
take  risks  and  be  direct.”  She  added, 
“Painting  is  a  confrontation  with 
myself.  Had  I  led  a  superficial  life,  I 
wouldn’t  have  been  able  to  confront 
myself.  I  don’t  think  I  would  have  had 
to  draw  so  many  lines  between  myself 
and  reality.” 

As  a  woman  artist,  Bartfield  recog¬ 
nizes  the  fact  that  it  is  difficult  for 
women,  in  general,  to  achieve  success 
in  the  creative  arts.  “There  are 
definitely  prejudices  because  you  have 
to  be  removed  as  a  sexual  object  and  be 
taken  seriously.  A  woman  is  up  against 
more  hostility  and  must  prove  her¬ 
self.”  Although  she  categorizes  her 
work  in  the  specific  genre  of  poetry- 


ENJOY  A  FEW 

INTIMATE,  RELAXING  DAYS 
WITH  SOMEONE  SPECIAL 
AT 

Tljc  Sleepy  Pilgriip  Motel 

182  COURT  STREET  (RT.  #3A) 
PLYMOUTH,  MASSACHUSETTS  02360 
TELEPHONE:  (617)  746-1962 

WITHIN  WALKING  DISTANCE  OF  MANY  FINE 
RESTAURANTS  AND  POiNTS  OF  INTEREST 
(  CALL  OR  WRITE  FOR  RESERVATIONS  OR  INFORMATION 

j  (Off  season  rates  are  in  effect  from  Sept.  I7tk  ’til  Nov.  closing) 


•  Offset  Printing 

•  Photocopying 

•  Collating 

•  Binding 

•  Folding 

•  Reductions 

1 15  Water  Street 
Boston.  Mass.  021G9 
(61  r\  426-4515 


•  Layout  and  Design 

•  Typing 

•  Typesetting 

•  Business  Cards 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Envelopes  and  Stationery 

We  Provide  Complete  Printing  Services 
To  Suit  All  Your  Printing  Needs 


LINDEN  LODGE 

(open  all  year) 

“OGUNQUIT 
INDIAN  SUMMER” 

—2  Nights  at  the  Lodge 

—Friday  Dinner  for  Two  at  the  Trolley  Stop 

—Saturday  Cocktails  at  the  Lodge 

—$59.50 

Ogunquit ,  Me. 


24  Shore  Rd. 


207-646-2181 


Bartfield  in 

painting,  she  disdains  the  use  of  labels 
to  describe  a  particular  art  form. 
“When  you  paint  you  have  to  go 
beyond  labels  because  they  have  a 
tendency  to  strangle  you  and  not  make 
you  grow.  They  make  you  too  self- 
conscious  and  it  works  against  you  as 
opposed  to  liberating  you.”  She 
doesn’t  view  herself  as  a  gay  artist  or  a 
woman  artist  but  as  a  woman  who  is  a 
painter.  More  importantly,  “I  am  a 
painter  who  creates  good  painting.” 

Bartfield  believes  that  good  art  will 
stand  on  its  own  despite  the  labels. 
Although  she  recognizes  that  there  is 
gay  subject  matter  in  art,  she  doesn’t 


her  studio 

believe  there  is  such  a  genre  as  gay  art. 
“Gay  subject  matter  is  unfamiliar  be¬ 
cause  most  people  deal  with  conven¬ 
tional  themes  like  mother  and  child,  a 
bowl  of.  fruit  or  still  life,  but  to  see  a 
Francis  Bacon  painting  of  two  men 
wrestling  is  too  frightening  and  dis¬ 
turbing.  But  this  is  a  very  real  aspect  of 
some  people’s  lives.” 

She  added,  “If  you  are  a  homosex¬ 
ual  painter,  then  you  could  use  it  as 
subject  matter,  but  I  wouldn’t  call  it 
gay  art.  It’s  your  experiences  that  you 
turn  into  visions,  but  the  quality  of  the 
work  is  the  art  not  the  gay  subject  mat¬ 
ter.”  However,  she  does  see  a  certain 
Continued  on  Page  17 
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—DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK— 

A  NIGHT  AT  THE  ADONIS 
CATCHING  UP 


David  Carter  in 

3  SUMMER  AFTERNOONS 


Boston ’s  Best  All  Male  Show! 

MIDNIGHT  FRIDAY  NIGHT  Free  hot  and  cold  beverages  for  our  patrons 


204  TREMONT  ST.  BOSTON  482-4461 
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CAST 


KANSAS  CITY  TRUCKING  CO. 


and  EL  PASO 
WRECKING  CORP. 


Noelle  Grays 


Artist 

Continued  from  Page  16 

degree  of  androg>nous  qualities  in  her 
work:  “There  are  aspects  in  my  work 
that  have  masculine  qualities  as  well  as 
feminine  qualities.  But  I  think  that  if 
the  work  succeeds,  the  sexual  qualities 
are  not  the  issue,  it’s  the  underlying 
themes  that  are  more  important.” 

Bartfield’s  strongest  influences  have 
been  male  painters:  Hans  Hofmann, 
Constantine  Brancusi,  Morris  Louis, 
Jackson  Pollock  and  especially  Mark 
Rothko,  whom  she  has  a  stronger 
identification  with  and  whose  work  she 
emulates.  Although  most  of  her 
models  are  males,  she  does  admire 
Georgia  O’Keefe  and  Louise  Nevelson 


Gay  Community  News,  September  30,  1978 


Ominous,  by  Lucienne  Bartfield 


at  Symphony  Hal] 
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CHARGE  BY  PHONE— CALL  266-3605  for  Mastercharge  and  Visa  charge  accounts. 

Name _ _ —  Address - 

City: _ State - /ip  - Telephone 


_ (no.)  Subscriptions  for:  □$47.50  □$33.50  Q$1 9  /  Preferred  Messiah  performance;  Dec.  □«  [□  1 0 

Kudosed  is  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $ _ Charge  to  □.Mastercharge  □visa.  Card  expiration  date. 

Account  no _ - _ Cardholder’s  signature - 


HANDEL  &  HAYDN  SOCIETY 

Thomas  Dunn.  Artistic  Director  •  164th  Season  •  158  Newbury  Street  •  Boston  02116  •  266-3605 


H&H 


A loelle  Grays 
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CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classified 


PERSONALS 


BACK  TO  SCHOOL 
SPECIAL!! 

Guaranteed  ROOMMATE  ADS. 

Pay  for  2  weeks  and  we  will  run  your  ad 
fill  you  get  your  roommate.  Note:  ad 
'  must  run  continuously.  If  you  let  it  lapse, 

|  you  have  to  pay  again.  At  end  of  first  ) 
i  two  weeks,  you  must  call  us  (GCN,  I 
I  426-4469)  and  tell  us  if  you  want  a  third  | 
*  week  and  so  on.  I 

This  coupon  must  occoKlpany  order 

L  —  _  _  -  —  -  —  -  —  -  —  -  — 1 
ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS! 
Special  "Back  to  School”  roommate  ads 
will  not  run  more  than  the  Initial  two 
weeks  unless  you  call  after  the  second 
week,  and  before  the  third  one  (Thursday 
afternoon  after  the  second  time  the  ad 
appears  would  be  the  deadline.)  Other¬ 
wise  your  ad  will  have  to  be  paid  for 
again.  There  can  be  no  gaps,  but  it  is  up 
to  YOU  to  be  sure  your  ad  continues  if 

you  want  It  to. _ _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 
Isn’t  it  nice  to  have  the  car— 

To  travel  wide  and  travel  far, 

To  catch  the  trees  as  colors  change, 
About  the  countryside  to  range, 

But  wouldn’t  you  rather  have  a  jeep... 

If  only  gasoline  were  cheap. 

Like  me.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO  UNO 

It  was  really  wonderful  to  see  you  again 
so  soon.  Sorry  you  felt  so  bad,  but  things, 
hopefully,  are  better  by  now.  When  will 
we  ever  play  bridge  again???  Lots  of  love 
to  you  both.  Please  give  the  buffaloes 
kisses.  Henry  sends  blessings. 


DOB  FALL  FLEA  MARKET 
Sat  Sept  30,  10-5.  OCBC,  1151  Mass 
Avenue,  Cambridge.  Fun  and  good  food. 
Booths  $7. 1-683-0474,  evenings.  (10) 


PJM  PJM 

How  are  you?  It's  been  so  long  since  you 
left.  Hope  you  are  all  right.  I  was  sorry  to 
learn  the  reason  why  you  had  to  go.  NW. 


GWM  27,  5’8",  155,  br/gr  wd  Ik  to  meet 
men  to  35,  4  frndshp  &/ or  sex.  Love  class 
mu,  film,  nature,  pot,  dogs,  fun,  silliness. 
Hate  cigs,  disco  bars.  GCN  Box  948.  (10?) 


A  GWM,  6’,  160,  27,  gd  Iks,  at  home  days 
in  Boston,  would  like  to  meet  18-23  guys 
for  daytime  get  togethers.  Okay.  Box  259, 
118  Mass  Ave,  Boston  02115. _ (10  + ) 


GM  cpl,  Ivrs  6  yrs.  25  &  32,  estab,  devoted, 
mellow,  sk  slm  cples  tor  friendship.  We 
enjoy  each  other,  our  home,  outdoors,  gd 
living  &  gd  smk.  POB  1653,  Fall  River,  MA 
02720.  _ (10  +  ) 


NEED  A  CAT  TO  CUDDLE? 

Love  a  Siamese.  Timothy  is  7  yrs  old. 
He’ll  lie  on  his  back  to  let  you  scratch  his 
tummy.  He  needs  a  good  home  with 
oodles  of  love  &  affection.  He’ll  pay 
every  bit  of  it  back.  If  interested,  call 
259-0063.  Leave  message.  Keep  trying. 
Prof  GWM,  29,  140,  5’9”,  new  to  Boston 
area  from  LA,  looking  for  warm,  creative, 
intelligent  friends  to  share  good  talk, 
movies,  classical  music,  art,  food, 
museums,  and  the  like.  Don’t  like  bars, 
but  occ.  party,  dance  and  smoke.  Please 
give  me  a  call.  (617)  894-9744,  Tom,  eves. 

(14) 


Is  there  someone  out  there  with  fear  of 
rejection,  confusions,  shy  but  a  lot  of 
loving  to  give?  Sincere  GF  seeks  long 
learning  relationship.  Send  photo.  All 
letters  answered.  GCN  Box  946. _ (10) 


Hi.  I’d  like  2  meet  U  but  only  if  U  go  2| 
skool  or  work  full  time.  Im  30  pro¬ 
fessional,  n2  dinner  dates,  hearts  whist, 
dirty  +  reg  movies,  travel  +  hve  a  fettish  4 
blonds,  +  a  fetish  against  drugs, 
mustaches,  cigarettes,  +  beards.  If  U  call 
me  b  prepared  2  give  fone  num.  U-r 
calling  from  so  I  can  call  U  back  n-order2 
weed  out  the  weirdos.  Ill  b-n  Amsterdam 
9.02  to  9.14+ London  10.03-10.16.  Call 
anytime  up  2  2Am.  Lve  message  during 
periods  when  Im  away  or  not  home.  No  1 
else  will  hear  Ur  message.  I  live  alone  in  a 
modern  2  bed  apt  in  Cambridge  +  will 
return  your  call  very  discreetly.  Call  Rick 
at  MBD.RRTF-  _  (14) 


WOMEN  ROCK  CLIMBERS 
Am  interested  in  climbing  B4  snow  gets 
here.  New  2  area,  can  do  top  roping, 
nothing  technical.  Would  like,  com¬ 
panions)  who  no  their  stuff  4  won’t  mind 
sharing  it  with  one  willing  2  learn  more! 
Call  Cindy  653-1455,  Natick.  (9+) 


Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically| 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing-; 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making' 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don't 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  4  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive, 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright 
versatile,  warm,  Independent,  stable. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
T pronto,  Canada. _ 


GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Stan 
tion,  Boston,  MA  021 14.   (48)1 


WHERE  ARE  YOU? 

Lonely  lesbian  lady  48,  5'7”,  170  lbs, 
would  like  to  write  and  later  meet  quiet 
respectable  woman.  Must  be  honest  and 
sincere,  and  like  quiet  homelife.  I  want 
someone  to  do  for  me  like  the  words  in 
the  song  Ann  Murray  sings,  “You  needed 
me.’’  I  have  been  hurt  and  am  looking  for 
a  “special  someone"  to  bring  meaning 
back  into  my  life  again.  I  could  call  or 
visit  any  time.  GCN  Box  947. _ (9  +  ) 


NORTH  JERSEY  BLUES 
Lonely  Jewish  GWM  26,  5’11",  slim,  non- 
smoker  who  is  a  masc  educ  stamp  col¬ 
lector  into  museums,  tennis,  foreign 
films,  sks  same  u/40.  Write  w/photo  to: 
Daniel,  Box  1715,  Bloomfield,  NJ  07003. 
(9  +  ) 


SERVICES 


HUMANISTIC  COUNSELING 
Client-centered:  Accepting  self,  Forming 
Relationships,  Achieving  Stability.  Appt 
call  Dave,  N.  Camb.  661-1578  dys-eves- 
wknds.  Intro  $10.  _ _  (9) 


GWF  18  fed  up  with  bar  scene  4  would 
like  to  meet  other  GFs  into  travel,  art, 
beach,  films.  Live  at  home  in  suburbs. 
Write  GCN  Box  936.  (11) 

GWM,  TORONTO 

Gentleman  of  English  origin,  trans¬ 
planted  to  N.  America  and  likes  it  here. 
Refined  tastes,  kind  heart.  Seeks  new 
friends  for  possible  relationship.  Sense 
of  humor  and  sincerity  appreciated. 
Those  who  send  photos,  answered  first. 
GCN  Box  935. _ 

SERIOUS  BLACK  YOUTH 
Faithful  sincere  gentle  OK  looking  GWM 
in  30s  seeks  smallish  serious  black  youth 
for  company,  sharing,  warmth,  inspira- 
tlon.  GCN  Box  932. 

Jewish  male  32  seeks  Jewish  female  for 
marriage  of  convenience  and  child-bear¬ 
ing.  Please  reply  P.O.  Box  643,  Place 
d'Armes,  Montreal,  Canada. _ (9) 

GAY  WILDERNESS  COLLECTIVE 
is  forming  on  35  acres  in  No  Minn  within 
Superior  Nat  Forest.  Undeveloped,  clean 
lakes,  abundant  wildlife,  tall  pines,  clean 
air.  2  GWM  long-haired  vegetarians  will 
be  moving  there  this  year.  Eqyai  owner¬ 
ship  of  land.  For  more  info  write  Kim, 
P.O.B.  8211,  Mpls,  Minn  55408.  Before 
1984! _ 

I’m  a  sincere  level  headed  hardworking 
GWF  also  Bi  very  interest  in  becoming 
involved  in  permanent  lifestyle  pattern 
with  Gay  woman  and  child  age  no  differ 
have  teen  ager  love  children  no  drugs 
love  to  drink  no  gay  bars  love  going  out 
I’m  lonesome  not  desperate.  Please 
answer  soon  but  be  honest  m>  stupid. 
Send  photo  if  possib.  This  could  be  good 
for  both  families  if  no  children  into  havin 
one.  There  must  be  someone  with  my 

same  needs.  GCN  Box  926. _ (9) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 

any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St„  Boston  MA 

02108. 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSVV) 

By  Appointment 

{603)  224-5600  Concord 


PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing 
661-6975.  _ 


ROOMMATES 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
AND  CROUP  COUNSELING 

A  New  location —A  Now  Phono  Numb  or 
Newton  Comer,  Mon.  (off  ttio  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


LESBIAN  WORKSHOP 
Stretch  your  being.  Awaken  your  poten¬ 
tial  for  growth.  Experience  a  loving,  crea¬ 
tive  environment  in  the  woods  by  the  sea, 
on  the  coast  of  Maine  for  a  weekend. 
Trained  lesbian  professionals.  Small 
groups,  optimum  opportunity.  Price  $75, 
per  person,  covers  all  expenses.  October 
27-29.  If  this  ad  beckons  you,  contact 
Christmas  Cove  Center  for  Being,  Box 
138,  S.  Bristol,  Maine  04568.  (207) 
644-8619. _ (13) 


FEMINIST  THERAPY 
Bioenergetics,  Gestalt,  vocational  coun¬ 
seling  for  individuals,  couples.  Sliding 
scale.  Call  Nancy  825-6700.  _ (13) 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS ) 

In  The  Vendome  Mall 

(617)247-1832 

160  Commonwealth  Ave 

Boston.  Mass  02116 

EXECUTIVE  MAIL  SERVICE 
Confidential  remailing  of  personal  cor¬ 
respondence  on  same  day  received,  at 
low  per  Item  rate.  Box  2489,  Syracuse, 
New  York  13220. _ (11) 


IF  LOVltMAKRIAOe 
AND  SUCCESS #$ 

THIN  HARPINISS *1 

Charts  cast  &  interpreted  by  experienced  gay 
mate  ostrologer.  My  humanistic,  nan-tradi¬ 
tional  approach  is  especially  geared  towards 
those  of  alternative,  counter-culturallifestyles. 
Fee  negotiable.  Beginners  classes  too.  IAN 
JOHNSON,  445-1435. 


Therapists  specializing  in  problems  of 
the  creatively  gifted  have  some  openings 
in  Cambridge/Jamaica  Plain  private  prac- 
tice.  524-7560.  (11) 


PROVIDENCE  EAST  SIDE 
LF  seeks  LF  rmmt,  mature  nonsmoker. 
Share  2  bdrTown  House  apt.  Rent  160/mo 
4  elec.  1  year  lease.  Call  (401)  272-2984 
before  2pm. _ (9sp) 


Responsible  friendly  lesbian  seeks  same 
to  share  modern  2  bedroom  apt.  Danvers, 
25  mins  from  Boston.  Rent  130/mo  plus 
util.  Call  Diane  774-1972.  (9  +  ) 


4  Lesbian  feminists  need  1  more  woman 
to  complete  home  in  Jamaica  Plain. 
Great  neighborhood,  nice  house.  $90  + 
utilities.  524-6209,  near  MTA.  (IQsp) 


Reliable,  responsible  GWM  25-40  to 
share  6  rm,  pty  turn  apt  on  Winthrop 
Shore.  Sm  car  off-street  parking.  $1 25/mo 
plus  util.  546-6249,  M-F  7-9.  (10) 


GM  26  seeks  other  neat  mature  GM  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt  on  Queensberry  St.  Rent 
85/mo  +  gas,  elec.  Call  267-2426  after 
6PM.  _ (10) 


GWM  prof  30  sks  rmate  2  share  2  brm  apt 
in  Malden,  15  min  2  Pru  Center,  2  blocks  2 
MTA.  324-7057, 5:1 5-7:30AM  or  7:30-1 1  PM. 

(10) 


3  gay  men  looking  for  4th  and  5th  to  share 
spacious  townhouse  on  Fort  Hill,  Rox- 
bury.  $80/mnth.  442-2061. _ (10  +  ) 


2  GWM  seek  a  good  rmmate  for  1st  fl  in 
home.  15  min  to  DWTN  on  T  lines.  Somer¬ 
ville.  Fully  furnished.  $30/wk.  Call  JL 
nites.  666-5299.  _ (11) 


2  GM  seek  one  to  share  (M  or  F  we  don’t 
much  care)  apt  close  to  Harvard  Square/ 
$80  monthly.  Plus  utilities.  Try  calling  us: 
Don  or  Ed  628-3870.  _ (10  +  ) 


3  GM  mid  20’ s  need  rmmte  for  large 
sunny  Somerville  apt.  $85/mo+  util.  &  sec 
dep.  Call  666-4283  eve  before  11.  (9sp) 


GM  professor  looking  for  GM  teen-stu- 
dent  to  share  room  in  Boston.  P.O.  Box 
723,  Amherst,  MA  01002. _ (9sp) 


SIHEDCLASSIFIEDCLASSE 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
,  phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  eents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  arc  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  isachargeof  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 

Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  it  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


.per  wk. 
.per  wk. 
.per  wk. 


Headlines _ at  $. 

First  4  lines _ at  $_ 

Each  additional  line  at  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $  1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  .  . 
Please  Print  Neatly. 


$ _ 

$ _ 

$ _ 

$ _ ; 

$_ 

$ _ 

$ _ 


$_ 


Address. 


City. 

Zip_ 


State. 


. Phone . 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


GWM  27,  nds  rmmt  for  5  rm  apt  nr  Brig 
Cir.  Prefer  sim  age  &  interests  —  art,  cats 
(I  hv  2),  quiet  living  &  parties.  $150<?)  &  VS 
ph  &  elec.  Call  232-0583  after  6  pm  & 


BEACON  HILL 

Own  room  avail  in  clean,  sunny  2  bd  rm 
apt  for  responsible  person.  Neat  non- 
smoker  preferred.  $1 30/mo  (includes  heat 
&  utilities).  Call  523-7934  (or  Tues,  Thurs 
&  Sat  nts,  423-4340).  Ask  for  JC.  (9sp) 

APARTMENTS 

SOUTH  END  CITY  HOSP  AREA 

1  rm  ktchnt,  share  bath,  turn  or  unf, 
120/mo  all  util  incl.  247-0570,  M-F  aft 
6PM.  Sat  Sun  all  day.  (10) 

2  GWM  lovers— responsible  people,  are 
looking  for  apt  or  room  for  month  of  Oct, 
poss  Nov.  Relocating  back  in  Boston, 
need  time  to  settle  before  taking  on 
lease.  Call  John  or  Carl  723-3906.  (10) 

Brighton  women  share  Ige  vict  house 
with  2  women.  Sundeck,  small  pool,  near 
trans.  Nonsmokers.  $350  for  2,  450  for  3 
bedrms,  study.  Avail  Nov  1. 277-1793.  (10) 

Room  furnished  Copley  Sq.  Kitchen 
facils,  refrig,  clean  large  secure.  $28. 
267-2274.  (10) 

Partially  turn  kit,  dining  room,  living  rm,  2 
bdrms,  rugs,  curtains,  etc.  Near  MTA. 
567-6455.  (10) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 

24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 

FOR  SALE 

FEMINIST  MUSIC 

Fill  the  gap  in  your  record  collection, 
Therese  Edell’s  From  Women's  Faces. 
Tender,  hard-driving,  right-on  songs  from 
Cincinnati  women.  $6.60  postpaid.  (Ohio¬ 
ans  add  4'/2%  tax.)  Sea  Friends  Records, 
P.O.  Box  20015/GN,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
45220.  (11) 

REAL  ESTATE 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT! 

Anywhere  in  Cape  Cod  area,  you  can  have 
your  home  built  for  you— your  plans  or 
ours,  your  lot  or  ours.  Free  consultation. 
All  types  of  financing  available.  Call  Bldr. 
George  Garth—(61 7)  563-2284.  (10) 

INSTRUCTION 

Piano  lessons/vocal  coaching.  Experi¬ 
enced  musician  MM  from  New  England 
Conservatory.  Call  Henry  (617)  353-0269. 

(11 

JOBS  WANTED 

Hairdresser  Mass  lie,  seeking  work  days, 
part  or  full  time.  266-6947.  Ron.  (10; 

HANDYMAN  CARPENTER 

Exp  own  tools,  trans.  Boston  refer.  In¬ 
terior,  exterior.  Interested  in  steady,  part 
time  maintenance.  445-6676.  Mark.  (10) 

WANTED 

KEYBOARDS  FOR  ORIG  BAND 
Rock/classical  orientation  w/repertoire.  2 
guitar,  bass,  drums  (dbl  flute)  lead  +  4pt 
vocal.  All  are  kind  people  In  mid  20’s, 
trained  and  serious.  You  must  read  and 
have  equipment,  i.e.,  str.  machine  and/or 
synth.,  etc.  We  have  a  grand.  Must  be  free 
to  care,  travel  and  rehearse  4  days  and/or 
nites  per  wk.  No  ego  trips  or  stars.  Call 
Rob,  Thurs  thru  Sun.  232-1472.  (11) 

RESORTS 

WHITE  MOUNTAINS,  EASTON 
1830’s  house.  3  acres  on  river.  Sleeps 
6  +  .  Fireplace.  Heart  of  skiing  country. 
Avail  weekly  $125  or  monthly  $400. 
Christmas  thru  New  Year’s.  $600.  (603) 
431-6382.  (10) 

PROVINCETOWN 

If  you’ve  never  tried  it  in  Sept  and  Oct, 
treat  yourself!  For  the  gay  male  visiting 
P’town,  inexpensive  rooms  and  student 
dorm.  Carl’s  Guest  House,  68  Bradford 
St.,  Provincetown,  MA  (617)  487-1650.  (14) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

To  rent  to  a  GWF,  living  room-bedroom 
combination,  with  kitchen  privileges.  1  hr 
west  of  Boston,  30  minutes  south  of 
Worcester.  Country  living.  Call  (617) 
476-7007  after  7PM. 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 

Help  wanted— full  time  employment, 
must  be  over  18  with  valid  driver’s 
license.  For  appt  call  CAR,  Inc,  426-0003. 

(10) 

Part  time  mornings  11:30-2PM,  exp 
counterpersons  call  338-8784  for  appt.(IO) 

••viuMioftiy  itnyr. 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertisin 
Manager.  We  need  dedication  and  inn< 
vation!  Job  includes  working  with  staff  c 
ad  reps.  Base  salary  plus  commissioi 
Contact  Richard  at  GCN.  22  Bromfiel 
ISt.,  Boston  02108  or  call  426-4469.  Pleas 
{include  resume. 
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FEATURES  EDITOR 

GCN  needs  a  Features  Editor.  Writing 
and  editing  skills  required.  A  firm  grasp 
of  the  language  a  must.  $70/wk  plus.  (It's 
more  than  a  job.)  Contact  Eric  or  Richard 
at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108. 
Please  include  resume. 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact  Tim 
or  Richard  at  426-4469. 


Woman  to  do  childcare  needed  two  days 
a  week,  2:30-6:30,  and/or  some  evenings. 
Own  transportation.  Will  pay.  277-5970, 
after 5  pm. _ (9) 


HELP! 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
needs  volunteers:  1)  laboratory  assistant 
to  work  gay  health  night,  Wednesdays, 
6:30-1 0pm  at  the  Health  Center.  2) 
Nurses,  doctors,  medical  students  to 
work:  Mon  or  Wed  eves  6:30-10pm  at  the 
Health  Center;  every  other  Saturday  5  to 
midnight  to  draw  blood  for  syphilis  and 
culture  for  gonorrhea  on  the  Bridge 
Medical  Van  at  the  bars;  one  night  a 
month  at  the  baths  testing  for  gonorrhea 
&  syphilis.  3)  People  with  clerical  skills  to 
do  mailings,  typing,  filing,  etc.  Please  call 
267-7573  and  ask  for  Ron  Vachon. 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to. 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals. 
G C N  Box  k92. _ (c) 

6',  190,  lift  weights,  brown  hair  &  eyes. 
From  Ohio.  I  write  poems  like: 

MY  SPECIAL  FRIENDSHIP 
They  tell  me  that  true  friendship 
Goes  on  without  ending 
Because  with  a  sincere  friendship 
There  is  no  pretending. 

But  when  I  reach  out 
To  grasp  for  that  hand 
A  voice  says,  “I'm  sorry 
I  can’t  be  your  friend." 

I  try  out  at  night 
And  dread  each  new  day 
That  feeling  of  emptiness 
Which  continues  to  stay. 

Jim  Miller  143611,  Box  511, 

OH  43216. 


Columbus, 

_ (10) 

Michael  B.  wilson  625154-6-E-6,  P.O.  Box 
520,  Walla  Walla,  Wash,  99362.  (10) 


I  NEED  A  CARPENTER  who  can  hang 
doors.  Are  you  one,  or  do  you  know  of  one 
who  knows  what  he’s  doing?  Please 
phone  Dave  at  661-6975.  A  day,  possibly 
two  days  work.  Immediate  need. 


PENPALS 


Young  white  male  would  like  pen  pal  and 
possible  friendship.  I’m  new  to  gay 
society,  seek  others  to  help.  Must  be 
sincere  and  honest  and  want  true  friend¬ 
ship.  Please  include  a  picture  &  phone 
number,  if  possible.  GCN  Box  940. 

(IP) 


PRISONERS 


William  F.  Smith,  Box  900,  34739,  Jeff er- 
son  City,  MO  65102. _ (10) 


26,  sincere.  Please  write  Richard  Jones, 
Jr.  146-173,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140 _ (10) 


James  Hayes  031802, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ 


P.O.  Box 


747, 

(10) 


Jack  Van  Dyne  058425  Box  B-1,  P.O.  Box 
488,  Polk  City,  FL  33868.- _ (10) 


Larry  Steadmon  042498-61-110,  P.O.  Box 
221,  Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (10) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA  98109. 
7206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 

GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  NJ  ~ 

— Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Fri.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 
D.m.  (201)  343-6402. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship  ,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor¬ 
ristown, NJ^[nfo)J201  )J591  -0388. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 


METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In¬ 
stitute  Road.  2  p.m.  Sundays.  756-0730. 

AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply 
GCN  Box  902. _ (47) 


AM  TIKVA  BOSTON  GAY  JEWS 
invites  you  to  weekly  Friday  night  service 
and  social  with  hamish  group  of  lesbians 
and  gays.  Contact  P.O.  Box  11,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  353-1821;  524-1890. 

(7) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20) 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity  /  Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance,  at  5:30  p.m.  For  info,  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 14.  Tel.  536-6518.  (35) 


BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIS) 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an 
inclusive  group  of  religious  liberals 
working  to  provide  opportunities  for 
community  building  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  meets  every  Sunday  evening  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church.  355  Boylston 
St.,  at  7:00  pm.  Lesbians  especially  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatly  at 
742-2100.  (D49) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
women.  Box  664,  Novato.  CA  94947. 


FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS,  C/O  DOB.  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published  Include  SASE  lor  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publi¬ 
cation.  (c) 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen.  Book  & 
T.V.):  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Cent.  Sta..  NYC  10017 
FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articies. 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by.  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8  Sample  copy  75<c.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus.  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave..  Cambridoe.  MA  02138  to) 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twetve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone. 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta.  Ga.  30306. 

(c) 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing,  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing,  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing,  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It's  Different." 


HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St. 

Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM.  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

119  MERRIMAC 
119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 
Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet 
9-1 1PM 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
n'ancing  Fri..  Sat..  Sun.  Men. 


SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St  423-7730 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed.  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Food.  Men  Saturday  Brunch  5PM. 
Movies  Mon..  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM 

STYX 

20  Blagden  St  247-3910 
Disco  Dancing.  Men. 

THE  SHED 

272  Huntington  Ave 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  4PM. 

TOGETHER 

1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed 
1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Carver  St 
Men 


MONDAYS 

11:30am  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meeting  at 
Tufts  Women’s  Center,  628-5000  ext.  702. 

12  noon  —  Northeastern  U.  GSO  meeting,  Eli 
Center,  rm.  349,  369  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston. 
Everyone  welcome. 

2:30pm  —  Gay  A. A.  meeting,  Old  West  Church 
(side  door).  131  Cambridge  St. 

5:00pm  —  Non-competitive  women's  softball 
game,  Magazine  Beach  (on  Charles  River  near 
Stop  &  Shop,  10  blocks  south  of  Central  Sq  ). 

5:30pm  —  Women's  Community  Health  Center 
open  house,  137  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge. 

6- 8pm  —  Lesbian  awareness  consciousness- 
raising  group.  BU  Women’s  Center,  basement  of 
Sherman  Union  Bldg.  353-4240. 

6:30-8pm  —  Alcoholism  discussion/education 
group  for  lesbians,  20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA,  661-1316. 

6:30-8:30pm  —  Gay  Health  Services  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  267-7573. 

7pm  —  Gay  alcoholics  group,  10  Walnut  St.,  Wor¬ 
cester,  MA. 

7:30pm  —  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance  meetings, 
alternate  Mondays,  2133  Maryland  Ave. 

7- 9pm  —  Supportive  lesbian  rap,  Janus  House,  21 
Bay  St.,  Cambridge,  (617)  661-2537. 

7-9pm  —  U.  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 
656-4173. 

7-10pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438. 

7-9pm  —  Yggdrasil  Gay  Gathering  at  Yggdrasil, 
15  Gilbert  Rd.,  Storrs,  CT,  (203)486-4737. 

7:30pm  —  UMass  Amherst,  Bisexual  Women’s 
Rap  Group,  Campus  Center. 

7:30pm  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Union  meeting,  55 
Eddy  St.,  Providence,  Rl. 

7:30pm  —  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
—  Drinking  problems  rap  group.  80  Boylston  St., 
Rm.  855,  Boston. 

8pm  —  Nashua  (N.H.)  Area  Gays  rap  session;  call 
(603)  654-9268  P.O.  Box  3472.  Nashua  03061. 

8pm— Monadnock  Area  Gays,  for  information  call 
Fitzwilliam,  NH  (603)  585-9419. 

8pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  Group  at  the  New  Haven 
Women’s  Liberation  Center,  148  Orange  St. 
(203)  436-0645. 

8pm  —  GPC  business  meeting,  Columbia  U., 
Furnald  Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

8pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  at  Women's  Center,  148 
Orange  St„  New  Haven,  CT. 

8pm  —  Lesbians  with  Children  Support  Group, 
Cambridge  Women's  Center,  354-8807 

8:30pm  —  Gay  A. A.  meeting.  Old  West  Church 
(side  door).  131  Cambridge  St. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  A. A.  meeting,  150  Beacon  St.,  2nd 
floor. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  Alanon  (gay  alcoholics).  Info. 
843-5300. 

8:30pm  —  Hartford  Gay  Alcoholics  Group,  (203) 
522-2646. 


8:30pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  open  meeting, 
basement  Hendrie  Hall,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven, 
436-8945;  public  welcome. 

9pm  —  Gay  discussion  group,  Columbia  U., 
Furnald  basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

TUESDAYS 

9am-2:30pm  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

6- 8pm  —  Baltimorae  Gay  Health  Clinic,  2233  St. 

Paul  St.,  downstairs.  (301)  889-8679. 

6:30-8pm  —  Women’s  Gay  Collective,  Women's 
Center,  UConn,  CT.  (203)486-4738. 

7pm  to  8pm  Rm.  841,  Intake  Group  of  the 
Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Service,  a 
program  of  HCHS.  A  place  to  come  and  find  out 
about  alcohol  and  treatment  services. 

7:30pm  —  Integrity,  gay  Episcopalians,  Emmanuel 
Church,  15  Newbury  St.,  Boston. 

8pm  —  Springfield  Gay  Alliance,  First  Unitarian 
Church,  245  Porter  Lake  Dr.,  Springfield. 

8pm  —  Martha’s  Vineyard  gay  women  and  men  rap 
group;  info  call  627-5370. 

8pm  —  DOB  women’s  rap,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA,  661-3633. 

8:30pm  —  Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA,  St. 
Stephen’s  Church  Study,  114  George  St., 
Providence,  Rl.  (401)  333-1396. 

WEDNESDAYS 

6:30-8pm  —  Drop-in  Center.  All  are  welcome  to 
meet  members  of  Gay  A. A. 

6:30-8:30pm  —  Gay  Health  Services,  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston, 
267-7573. 

7pm  —  MCC/Providence  Potluck  at  Parsonage, 
rap  during  and  after  dinner.  Bring  and 
share.  (401)  272-9247. 

7pm  —  Lesbian  Support  Group,  UNH  Women’s 
Center,  Durham,  NH 

7pm  —  Liberation  Rap  Group,  (617)  756-0730. 

7pm  —  Framingham  Unicorn  Society  meets  2nd 
and  4th  Wednesday;  Box  163,  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

7- 10pm  —  Gay  Women’s  Collective  meeting. 
Storrs,  CT.  Info:  (203)  486-4738. 

7-10pm  —  Gay  Women’s  Collective,  UConn  Wo¬ 
men's  Center,  (203)  486-4738. 

7-10pm  —  Gay  Women's  Collective  meeting, 
Storrs,  CT.  Info.  (203)  486-4738. 

7- 9pm  —  University  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 
(802)  656-4173. 

7:30pm  —  MCC  midweek  service,  11  Amity  St., 
Hartford,  CT. 

8pm  —  Discussion  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Christ  Church,  20  Carroll  St.,  Poughkeep¬ 
sie,  NY. 

8pm  —  HUM  meets,  Box  262,  Fitchburg,  MA 
01420. 

8pm  —  Yalesbians  meeting,  rm.  B-8,  Hendrie 
Hall,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven,  CT,  436-8945. 

8- l0pm  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assoc, 
meeting.  2nd  floor,  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Har¬ 
vard  Yard.  498-2014. 


8:30pm  —  Gay-straight  Rap,  UConn,  Mental  Health 
Clinic,  (203)  486-4705. 

9-12pm  —  Gay  Social,  Columbia  U.,  Furnald 
Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

10:15pm  —  “Gaybreak  Radio”  on  WMUA-FM  (91.1) 
(1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays). 

10:15pm  —  "Gay  News"  radio  on  WHUS-FM,  (91.7), 
Storrs,  CT. 

THURSDAYS 


8:30pm  —  Gay  A. A.  meeting,  150  Beacon  St.,  2nd 
floor. 

8:30pm  —  Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition 
meets  at  175  Wendell  Ave.,  Pittsfield.  MA. 
Call  (617)  442-9450.  M-Th  eves. 

8:30pm  —  Alcoholics  Together.  Our  Lady  of  Vic¬ 
tory  Church.  Isabella  St..  Boston. 

9-12pm  —  GAY  coffeehouse.  Hendrie  Hall  base¬ 
ment.  165  Elm  St..  New  Haven.  CT. 


9am-2:30pm  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce  SATURDAYS 


House,  Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

5pm  —  Brandeis  Gay  Alliance,  Usdan  Student 
Ctr.,  Conf.  Rm.  C,  Brandeis  U.,  Waltham,  MA. 

6:30-8pm  —  Drop-In  Center.  All  are  welcome  to  meet 
members  of  Gay  A. A. 

7pm  —  Gay  Alcoholics,  St.  Vincents  Hospital, 
Worcester,  MA. 

7pm  —  Game  Night,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence, 
Rl,  alternate  weeks. 

7- 10pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438. 

7:30pm— Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Gay  women's  rap  at 
the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Cambridge.  For  more  information  call 
661-3633. 

7:30pm  —  UConn  Gay  Alliance  meets  in  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Union,  Rm.  218,  University  of  Connecticut, 
Storrs. 

7:30pm  —  Integrity:  Gay  Episcopalians  and  their 
Friends,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208,  546-4676. 
Meeting  every  Tuesday  at  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St. 

8pm  —  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance,  meetings  alternate 
Thursdays  at  Baltimore  Community  Center. 

8pm  —  Womenspace  coffeehouse  and  workshop, 
11  Amity  St.,  Hartford,  CT. 

8pm  —  Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council,  332 
Hudson  Ave.,  Albany,  NY  12210. 

8pm  —  Dykes  &  Tykes,  Women's  Center,  46  Pleas¬ 
ant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA,  third  floor,  care  for 
young  people,  354-8807. 

8pm  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  informal  rap  group 
Woman’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Cambridge, 
MA 

8- 9pm  —  Lesbian  Mother  rap  group,  21  Bay  St., 
Cambridge,  MA,  661-2537. 

8:15pm  —  Drinking  problems  rap  group,  HCHS, 
80  Boylston  St.,  Rm.  855,  Boston. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  Women's  Caucus,  UMass/Am- 
herst,  8th  floor  of  Campus  Center. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Hendrie  Hall  base¬ 
ment,  436-8945,  New  Haven,  CT. 

FRIDAYS 

7-8:30pm  —  GRAC  swimming.  Lmdemann  Cntr. 
Staniford  St.,  across  from  Longfellow  Towers. 

7-9pm  —  GRAC  men's  basketball.  Lmdemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg  .  Staniford  St. .  Boston. 

8pm  —  Am  Tikva  service,  social  at  Frost 
Lounge.  Ell  Center,  Northeastern  Univ..  300 
Huntington  Ave..  Boston. 

7:30pm  —  Rap  group  for  men  and  women,  MGTF. 
193  Middle  St..  Portland,  ME. 


2pm  —  Project  Lambda  Rap  session  for  gay  teen¬ 
agers,  70  Charles  St.,  Boston. 

8pm-12  —  Brown  U,  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce  House, 
Providence.  Rl;  863-3062 
10Dm-3am  —  Worcester  Hotline.  791-6562. 
SUNDAYS 

9am  —  Closet  Space  740AM  with  Lisa  Schwartz 
and  Joe  Martin.  (Boston) 

11am  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St..  NYC. 

1-2:30pm  —  GRAC  swimming,  Lindemann  Cntr. 

Staniford  St.,  across  from  Longfellow  Towers. 
2pm  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple.  348 
West  14th  St.,  NYC. 

2pm  —  MCC/Worcester  service.  Central  Cong 
Church.  6  Institute  Rd..  Worcester. 

2:30pm  —  Gay  A. A.  meeting,  Old  West  Church 
(side  door).  131  Cambridge  St. 

4-6pm  —  Gay  Women's  Group  of  Providence  rap 
(401)831-5184. 

5  pm  —  Non-compet4tive  women’s  softball 
game,  Magazine  Beach  (on  Charles  River  near 
Stop  &  Shop,  10  blocks  south  of  Central  Sq.i 
5pm  —  Dignity/Integrity  Mass.  St.  Luke's  Church. 

17  S.  Fitzhugh  St..  Rochester.  NY 
5pm  —  MCC/Boston  Bible  study  group.  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.,  523-7664. 

5:30pm  —  Exodus  Mass.  Arlington  St  Church 
Boylston  St.  entrance.  Boston 
5:30pm  —  Dignity  service.  Arlington  St.  Church. 

Boylston  St.  entrance,  Boston. 

6:30pm  —  Gay  Church  services.  23  Franklin  St 
Bangor,  ME. 

7pm  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St.,  NYC. 

7pm  —  MCC  services.  South  Church.  292  State 
St..  Portsmouth,  NH  (first  Sunday  of  month) 

7pm  —  MCC/Providence,  134  Mathewson  St  (401) 
272-9247 

7pm  —  MCC/NY  worship,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corne’ 
of  7th  Ave ). 

7pm  —  MCC/Boston,  worship  and  fellowship.  Old 
West  Church.  131  Cambridge  St..  Boston 
7:30pm  —  MCC  worship.  425  College  St..  New 
Haven,  CT. 

7:30pm  —  MCC/Hartford,  11  Amity  St..  Hartford. 
CT. 

pm-12am  —  Brown/RlSU  Gay  Students  Associa 
tion.  305  Faunce  House,  Providence.  Rl  (401) 
836-3062 

8-12pm  —  NH  Lambda  for  lesbians;  phone  ;603) 
332-4440 


CALENDAR 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  Issued 


23  sat 


Philadelphia  —  Daniel  Berrigan,  who 
gained  fame  as  an  antiwar  actlvst,  will 
speak  on  "Religion  and  Gay  Civil  Rights” 
at  a  lecture  sponsored  by  Dignity.  The 
lecture  will  be  at  3pm  at  the  Christian 
Association,  36th  St.  and  Locust  Walk,  on 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  campus. 
Free  admission. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's 
Community  Health  Center  is  sponsoring 
Its  Fifth  Annual  Women’s  Health 
Weekend  In  cooperation  with  the 
Cambridge  YWCA,  to  be  held  on  the  23rd 
and  24th.  There  will  be  workshops, 
panels,  and  screening  around  women’s 
health  Issues.  For  more  info  call  547-2302. 

Watertown,  MA  —  The  New  England 
Women's  Symphony  will  hold  auditions 
on  the  23rd  and  24th  from  2  till  6pm  at  23 
Main  St.,  3rd  floor,  Watertown  Sq.  Audi¬ 
tions  will  consist  of  a  prepared  piece  and 
sightreading.  For  more  Info  call  782-8225. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Third  Annual  Rum¬ 
mage  Sale  for  Boston  Bail  Funds  will  be 
held  from  10am  to  4:30pm  at  the  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave. 

Boston  —  The  Pilot  Block  Neighborhood 
Association  will  hold  its  annual  street  fair 
from  11am  to  6pm  on  Pembroke  St.  (be¬ 
tween  Columbus  and  Tremont)  in  the 
South  End.  Activities  for  all,  food,  and 
entertainment. 


24  sun 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing, 
3:30-6:30pm.  3rd  floor  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  near  Harvard  Yard.  All  are  invited. 

Boston  —  BUUGL  will  feature  a  discus¬ 
sion  on  coming  out.  355  Boylston  St., 
7pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  will  feature  Ed  Mede,  defendant 
in  the  alleged  Revere  sex  case.  9am. 


25  mon 


Boston  —  The  Take  Back  the  Night  Coali¬ 
tion  is  calling  a  meeting  for  women  at 
7:30pm  to  discuss  further  action  to  stop 
violence  against  women.  At  the  Harriet 
Tubman  Center  at  the  corner  of  Columbus 
and  Mass.  Ave.  Child  care  provided.  Call 
623-2562  or  776-6263  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

Boston  — -  Open  planning  meeting  of 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth  for  all  youth 
and  adults  interested  in  working  with  the 
program.  7:30pm  at  Arlington  St.  Church, 
Arlington  and  Boylston  streets. 


26  tues 


Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  will  hold  a  Disco 
Fundraiser  at  9pm  at  Harry's  Back  East  - 
Disco  Bar,  1422  3rd  Ave.  between  80th 
and  81st  Sts.  All  are  welcome.  $2  dona¬ 
tion  at  the  door. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  will  hold  their  4th  meeting  to  plan  ac¬ 
tivities  for  this  newly  formed  group.  All  in¬ 
terested  gay  men  invited.  Common 
Ground  Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.,  7:30pm. 


Boston  —  Boston  Area  Gay  School- 
workers  first  meeting  of  the  year.  7pm, 
355  Boylston  St.  All  teachers,  ex-teachers 
and  schoolworkers  invited. 

Boston  —  GAYWAY  (WBUR)  Spokes¬ 
persons  from  the  Samaritans  and  Bridge 
Over  Troubled  Water  will  speak.  The  show 
will  also  include  an  update  on  the  elec¬ 
tion  results.  8:30pm-9:30pm.  WBUR. 


27  wed 


Boston  —  Jade  and  Sarsaparilla;  Lilith; 
Maxine  Feldman  all  appearing  at  Morse 
Auditorium,  Boston  University  for  a 
Clearspace  benefit  concert.  Tickets  are 
$7.50,  available  at  Out-of-Town,  Sight  and 
Sound,  Somewhere,  and  Sporters. 

Salem,  MA  —  Wine  and  Cheese  Party  for 
the  Gay  Task  Force  of  Salem  State  Col¬ 
lege,  Student  Union  Bldg.,  room  202, 
3:30pm.  All  are  welcome.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call  745-0556.  Free! 


28  thurs 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women’s  School 
is  starting  Its  fall  semester  Qct.  9.  Some 
of  the  classes  are:  The  Writings  of 
women,  the  Gay  Movement,  Women  and 
Work,  Yoga,  and  Mothering.  The  classes 
are  at  night  with  free  childcare.  Regis¬ 
tration  fee  $5.  Registration  for  mothers  on 
Sept.  28  and  29  from  3  to  7pm.  Registra¬ 
tion  for  non-mothers  on  Oct.  5  and  6  from 
3  to  7pm,  and  Oct.  7  from  1  to  4pm.  595 
Mass  Ave,  492-4845. 

NYC  —  An  Evening  with  Arthur  Bell  at  the 
West  Side  Discussion  Group,  26  Ninth 
Ave.  (at  14th  St.).  All  are  Invited. 


Boston  —  The  MCC  Gay  Deaf  Club  Is 
having  their  third  meeting.  New  members 
welcome.  This  Is  not  a  sign  language 
class.  Held  at  Old  West  Church,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  at  9pm. 


29  Erl 


Boston  —  Clearspace  presents  the  Men's 
Pot  Luck  Supper.  Come  enjoy  and  meet 
new  friends.  To  be  held  at  103  Charles  St. 
at  6:30pm,  followed  by  a  7:30pm  card 
game.  For  more  info  call  227-4327. 


30  sat 


Pawtucket,  HI  —  Lesbian  Mothers  of  Rl 
are  planning  an  outing  to  George  Wash¬ 
ington  State  Camp  Ground  (US  44, 
Gloucester).  Bring  the  kids  for  a  day  of 
frail-blazing  —  bring  food  for  a  cook-out. 
Weather  permitting.  Meet  in  front  of  the 
Park  Office  at  10:30am.  For  more  Info  call 
(401)  863-2189. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllltis 
Flea  Market.  10am-5pm  in  the  parking  lot 
of  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church  at 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  Syrian  food  and  many 
dealers. 

Boston  —  Gay  mountain  climb  along  the 
Franconia  Ridge.  Overnight.  By  reserva¬ 
tion  only.  All  are  welcome.  For  more 
Information  call  245-4667. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Third  Annual  New 
England  Feminist  Therapy  Conference, 
sponsored  by  the  Boston  Coalition  of 
Feminist  Therapy  Collectives.  9am,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Friends  School,  5  Cadbury  Rd.  $10 
registration.  For  more  Information  and 
registration  call  Buffy  Dunker  at  661-2537. 

Boston,  MA  —  A  meeting  to  elect 
permanent  directors  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders,  a  legal  defense 
fund  for  gay  persons,  will  be  held  at  1pm 
at  tha  Old  West  Church,  131  Cambridge 
St.  Persons  Interested  in  further  Info  con¬ 
cerning  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  should  contact  John  Ward  at 
426-2020. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Fall  Together,  speaker 
meeting  and  dance  for  recovering  lesbian 
alcoholics  and  their  women  friends. 
8:30pm  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  $2.50,  childcare  provided. 


1  sun 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  The  Christian 
Community  Church  is  holding  their 
monthly  worship  service  at  the  South 
Church,  292  State  St.,  7pm.  All  are  wel¬ 
come. 


2  mon 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing, 
6:30-9:30pm.  3rd  floor  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  near  Harvard  Yard.  All  are  invited. 


Boston  —  Am  Tikva  will  be  celebrating 
Rosh  Hashana  services  at  6:30pm.  Call 
353-1821  or  524-1890. 


3  tues 


Providence,  Rl  —  First  meeting  of  the 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  at  St. 
Stephen's  Church  Study,  114  George  St. 
1:30pm.  (401)  333-1396. 

Boston  —  GAYWAY  -  Tom  Wilkinson, 
candidate  from  Harvard's  Episcopal 
Divinity  School,  will  speak  on  the  Bible. 
8:30-9:30pm.  WBUR. 


6  fri 


Boston  —  Am  Tikva  will  feature  slides 
and  discussion  of  recent  trips  to  the 
Mideast.  Call  353-1821. 


7  sat 


Boston  and  Amherst  —  Gay  mountain 
climb  up  Haystack  Mtn.,  Southern  Vt.  All 
are  welcome.  Motorpools  will  be  formed 
in  Boston  and  Amherst.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  245-4667  or  (413)  256-6178. 


lO  tues 


NYC  —  The  documentary  "Word  Is  Out" 
will  be  aired  by  the  New  York  PBS  station, 
WNET-TV,  Channel  13,  at  8pm.  The  docu¬ 
mentary  ftill  also  be  aired  on  many  other 
local  PBS  stations  —  check  your  listings. 


ll  wed 


Boston  —  The  documentary  “Word  Is 
Out"  will  be  aired  by  the  Boston  PBS  sta¬ 
tion,  WGBH-TV,  Channel  2,  at  8pm. 

Boston  —  Break  the  Yom  Kippur  fast  with 
Am  Tikva  at  7:30.  For  more  information 
call  353-1821  or  524-1890. 


14  sat 


Philadelphia,  PA  —  The  1978  Gay  Rights 
Symposium,  originally  scheduled  for 
Sept.  16.  has  been  rescheduled  for  Oct.  14 
at  the  Gay  Community  Center,  326  Krater 
St.  Papers  will  be  presented  by  eight 
experts  In  the  areas  of  politics,  religion, 
culture  and  community  organizing  and 
then  will  be  critiqued.  $6  at  the  door.  For 
more  Information  call  (215)  922-1623. 
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money  order  payable  to  “GCN,"  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mall.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  Is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN. 

Mail  with  payments  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108' 

Signature  _ _ _ _ 


Account  No. 


Address 

City. _ 


State. 


Zip. 


Expiration  Date 


□ 


VISA 


□ 


MASTER  CHARGE 


